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of the various authors considered. These form the best
part of the book and give a vivid insight into the changing
as well as the unchanging aspects of surgery and sur-
geons. It is amusing, for instance, to read in the earlier
extracts of the surgeon's preoccupation with the col-
lection of fees and how it comes about that to this day
it is a far more serious offence in medical ethics to be
adulterous or drunk than professionally incompetent.
Old woodcuts of unlikely-looking instruments and pro-
cedures are reproduced, and here lavishness has resulted
in unnecessary duplication in some instances. The text
is free of gross inaccuracies, contains small errors
(University Hospital for Universitv College Hospital
and the like) and the occasional unhappy choice of
expression (Wood Jones is referred to as Dr. Jones!)
but the narrative nowhere flags and is written in an
easy style. None of the conventions of the subject are
omitted; for instance, the chapter on John Hunter
is prefaced by ' I think your solution is just. But why
think? Why not try the experiment?' In not heeding
the message of the second sentence the authors have
missed a wonderful opportunity to fill an important
gap in thc medical literature. The history of kings and
battles is no longer considered an adequate approach to
general history and it is time to cease writing comparable
medical histories. In the present work humours,
bleeding, acupuncture, extract of puppies, weapon salves
and what have you are mentioned as matters of fact,
but not discussed as ideas. John Hunter is called a
genius, but no supporting evidence or reason is given for
this assertion. Again, ideas good, bad and indifferent
are mentioned without any comment. Though the
contents of this book belie its title, nevertheless as a
source of several evenings' instructive entertainment it
is a complete success.

Genetics of Micro-organisms
Scientific editor: W. HAYES. British Medical
Bulletin, Vol. i8, No. i, January I962. Pp. 88,
illustrated. London: The British Council. I962.
20S.

The convenience of micro-organisms for studying
biological pathways in metabolism, variation and genetics
is well known and the study of these organisms has
produced some of the most exciting and most basic
advances in biology.

For the physician and medical research worker a
knowledge of these advances and of the work leading
up to them is not only of interest, but may be of im-
portance to his own work. For this reason this sym-
posium is invaluable. The papers include studies on the
nucleic acids; genes and enzymes of micro-organisms;
bacteriophage genetics and two most important papers,
for the physician, on microbial genetics and chemo-
therapy and methods of microbial genetics in an approach
to human genetics.

In a thought-provoking introduction Sir Macfarlane
Burnet rightly points to the features of this field as
represented by this symposium, which reveal a neglect of
microbial disease and humanitarian medicine in general,
but ends with a hope: that the study of mammalian
somatic cell genetics will be of help in the elucidation of
degenerative and malignant disease in the process of
ageing.

Perhaps the most disturbing feature is the work on
the genetics of virulence in bacteria. Sir Macfarlane
questions its use except in bacteriological warfare.
Though a case could be put for this type of research, it is

significant that the author, Dr. T. W. Burrows, begins
his paper with a near-apology both for the work he is
doing and the place where it is done.

This is probably one of the best concise sources of
modern developments in the fields of structure and
chemical behaviour of DNA and RNA, the genetic
control of enzyme synthesis and cellular metabolism,
the morphology of the bacterial nucleus and its possible
importance in chromosome studies, bacterial replication,
the bacteriophages, to mention only a few of the subiects.

The Senile Brain: A Clinical Study
R. S. ALLISON, V.R.D., M.D., F.R.C.P., D.P.M. Pp.
vii + 288, illustrated. London: Edward Arnold.
I962. 50S.

It is the subtitle of this book which tells us what it is
really about, for there is nothing about the histology or
pathology of the brain in old people within its covers,
as might be expected from the title. But those who read
it will be well rewarded, for it is an excellent clinical
account of the organic failure of mental function which
afflicts some people in later life. The book is obviously
written by one with a wealth of clinical experience
behind him; the excerpts from conversations with
patients could only haive come from a deeply interested
observer who had been dealing with patients with
dementia for a long time past.
The earliest chapters which describe how to set about

the task of examining a patient with a possible dementia
will be found most valuable. So often in this situation
the student or the doctor unaccustomed to dealing with
these problems is at a loss how to proceed. He will
find wise guidance here. The importance of causes
outside the nervous system as responsible for dementia
is well stressed by an abundance of apt illustrations,
and how important it is for neurologists and psychiatrists
to remain always general physicians is made apparent.
This book is to be highly commended and will be a
valuable guide to doctors faced with the problem of the
dementing patient.

Surgery of the Stomach and Duodenum
Edited by H. M. HARKINS, M.D., PH.D., F.A.C.S. and
L. M. NYHUS, M.D., F.A.C.S. PP. xvi * 736, with
230 figures. London: J. and A. Churchill. I962.
/Jio.

This is a magnificent work; 43 authors-not only
from the U.S.A. but also including Koster of Copen-
hagen and our own Norman Tanner and Hermon
Taylor-present an authoritative review of the anatomy,
physiology, pharmacology, diagnostic techniques and
surgery of the stomach and duodenum. Careful
editorial work has prevented the book from becoming a
series of disjointed articles, indeed throughout the work
surgical approach is based on a sound background of
physiology and experimental investigation. Moreover
most chapters end with editorial comments and,or specialcomments from other authorities, so that conflicting
views on controversial subjects can be succinctly
presented.
The book is beautifully produced and illustrated:

the references are exhaustive, international and up-to-
date. Although packed with information it is of a size
and shape that makes reading a pleasure. Its price mayprove a serious handicap to many readers but its en-
cylopaedic nature will make it a valuable addition to any
hospital library.
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