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BOOKS RECEIVED
The Editorial Board acknowkldge with thanks receipt of the following
volumes. A selection from these will be made for review.

'Surgical Treatment of Mitral Stenosis'. Translated
from the Russian. Edited by Professor A. N. Bakulev.
Moscow: State Publishing House for Medical Litera-
ture. 1958. Translated from the Russian by Dr. Yan
Styr and revised by A. Ferber, M.D. Published for
the National Science Foundation, Washington, and
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare,
U.S.A., by the Israel Program for Scientific Transla-
tions. I96I. Pp. 292, illustrated. 196I. 70s.

'Periodontology'. By G. C. Blake, M.B., B.S., F.D.S.
R.C.S., and J. R. Trott, B.D. Pp. Xii + 224 illustrated.
London: Butterworths. I962. 50S.
'Tumour Viruses of Murine Origin'. A Ciba

Foundation Symposium. Edited by G. E. W. Wol-
stenholme, O.B.E., M.A., M.B., M.R.C.P., and Maeve
O'Connor, B.A. Pp. xiii + 441, with 72 illustrations.
London: J. & A. Churchill. I962. 6os.

'Pediatric Radiology'. By Lawrence A. Davis, M.D.
Pp. i85, illustrated. Baltimore: The Williams and
Wilkins Co. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox.
196I. 72S.

'Illustrated Obstetrics for Midwives'. By J. M.
Holmes, M.D., M.B., B.S., M.R.C.O.G. Pp. viii + iI6.
London: Butterworths. I962. I 5s.

'A Family Doctor's Day'. By Denis Craddock,
M.B., CH.B., D.OBST.R.C.O.G. Pp. 155. London: H. K.
Lewis. I962. 12S. 6d.

'Finger Prints, Palms and Soles. An Introduction to
Dermatoglyphics'. By Harold Cymmins, PH.D., and
Charles Midlo, M.D. Pp. xi + 319, illustrated. New
York: Dover Books. I96I. i dollar 95 cents.

'Classics of Cardiology'. By Fredrick A. Willus,
M.D., M.S., and Thomas E. Keys, A.B., M.A. Pp. 858,
illustrated. In two volumes. New York: Dover Books.
I96I. Each vol. 2 dollars.

'Child Health in the Tropics'. Edited by D. B.
Jelliffe, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.A.P.H.A., D.C.H., D.T.M. & H.
Pp. 144. London: Edward Arnold. I962. 9S.

'Cilia, Ciliated Epithelium, and Ciliary Activity'.
By Jose A. Rivera. International Series of Mono-
graphs on Pure and Applied Biology. Vol. IS of Modern
Trends in Physiological Sciences. Pp. xi + I67,
illustrated. Oxford, London, New York and Paris:
Pergamon Press. I962. 6os.

'The British National Health Service. Friend or
Frankenstein'. By Donald McI. Johnson, M.P., M.B.,
B.CH., M.A., Barrister-at-Law. Pp. 234. London:
Johnson Publications. I962. 21S.

Second Editions
'Medical Treatment'. By Kenneth MacLean,

M.D., F.R.C.P., with a Section on Tropical Diseases by
Major-Gen. W. R. M. Drew, C.B., C.B.E., F.R.C.P., D.T.
M. & H. Pp. ix + 763, illustrated. London: J. & A.
Churchill. I962. 57s. 6d.

'Surgery. Principles and Practice'. By H. N. Harkins,
M.D., PH.D., C. A. Moyer, M.D., J. E. Rhoads, M.D.,
D.SC. (MED.), and J. G. Allen, M.D. Second edition.
Pp. xxiv + 1495, with 652 illustrations. London:
Pitman Medical Publishing Company. I962. £6 6s.

'Shaw's Textbook of Gynxcology'. Revised by John
Howkins, M.D., M.S., F.R.C.S., F.R.C.O.G. Eighth edition.
Pp. viii + 852, with 4 colour plates and 451 figures.
London: J. & A. Churchill. I962. 40S.

BOOK REVIEWS
An Atlas of Surgical Operations

ROBERT M. ZOLLINGER and ELLIOT C. CUTLER.
Third edition. Pp. x + 237, illustrated. New
York and London: The Macmillan Company. I 96 I.
135s.

This is the third edition of a book which was first
designed as an answer to the multitude of questions on
the intimate technical steps of surgical procedures
posed by intems and resident surgeons. Like its pre-
decessors, it is planned as a general multi-specialty
preparation under one cover containing the standard
procedures which the author considers every young
surgeon should be able to perform and it is apparently
intended to place more complicated procedures in a
subsequent second volume. It derives its surgical
inspiration from the school of William Stewart Halsted
emphasising meticulous technique and a reverent
respect for tissue.
The new edition, which is beautifully produced, has

been brought up to date and is printed on light blue
paper in order to be more restful to the eye. It includes
introductory chapters on surgical technique, anaesthesia
and pre-operative and post-operative care which sum-
marize briefly the salient points. The diagrams are
clear and explicit and the accompanying text not only
amplifies the surgical details but also includes short
paragraphs on the significant indications, choice of
anesthetic, and specific points in the preparation and
after-care for the individual operations.
The author is a strong advocate of temporary gas-

trostomy for post-operative gastric drainage and
follows the American custom of continuing this for
long periods. He also advocates its routine use following
the exploration of abdomen which he feels should be
included in the repair of every incisional hemia.
Within its chosen ground this book is helpful but

it is disappointing to find no operation on the renal
tract described apart from suprapubic cystostomy; no
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operation on head and neck apart from sub-total
thyroidectomy, tracheostomy and subtemporal decom-
pression; no thoracic procedure apart from the drainage
of a pleural abscess; no orthopaedic procedure apart
from mid-thigh amputation and tendon and nerve
suture; and no operation upon the pancreas. No doubt
it is intended to include some of these in the second
volume.

This book should be of some help to the surgical
-registrar and to the candidate preparing for his Fellow-
ship, but its price, which is high in relation to its scope,
will probablv relegate it to the hospital library.

Handbook of Physiology
Section I: Neurophysiology. Vol. 3

Editor-in-Chief: JOHN FIELD. Pp. V + 2,013
Washington, D.C.: American Physiological So-
ciety. Distributed in England by Bailliere, Tindall
& Cox. 1960. i6os.

The ambitious project of the American Physiological
Society in producing a multi-volume handbook is
probably already well known to readers. The scope of
the project is indicated by the fact that this volume,
which is the third in the section of neurophysiology,
runs into 2,013 pages. It comprises a series of articles,
each by an expert in the field. The articles cover the
borderland between what we somewhat arbitrarily call
neurophysiology and equally arbitrarily psychology.
Learning, motivation, perception and speech are among
the subjects covered.

In the latter part of the volume the cerebral circula-
tion, intracranial fluids and cerebral metabolism are
dealt with. The book is primarily one for reference,
but the individual articles make satisfactory and often
enjoyable reading.

Malformations of the Face
D. GREER WALKER, M.A., M.D., B.CH., M.DENT.SC.,
F.D.S.R.C.S. Pp. Xii + 202, illustrated. Edinburgh
and London: E. & S. Livingstone. I96I. 37s. 6d.

Malformations of the face are not uncommon, but
heretofore problems of treatment have tended to over-
shadow the study of probable causes. The author sets
out to consider the nature of these conditions with
their similarities and differences in the light of modern
embryology. Apart from gross errors anomalies are
vestigal or nascent . . . ' the foundation of our heri-
tage '. They arise from complicated interaction of
environment and genes, and for all we know these
latter may not be specific and may be capable of pro-
ducing diverse structural anomalies. In spite of. the
difficulties rethinking on the nature and purpose of
such variations is invited.

Hyperteleorism, with its many causes, is discussed
at length, and prominence is afforded Greig's variety
where in association with a first arch failure the approxi-
mation of the eyes which normally brings binocular
vision is arrested.
Asymmetry of the skull is also well explored in regard

to causation, and neck flexion in utero is shown to be
responsible for mandibular deformity and a probable
explanation of the Pierre Robin syndrome.
A chapter is devoted to environmental hazards of the

fetus such as necrosis of the auricle and related parts,
and finally there is a full description of the Treacher
Collins and Klippel Feil syndromes which by their
constancy suggest influence from heredity.
The work is well produced and liberally illustrated

with clear photographs and drawings. It is actuated by
the commendable motive of relating pathology to
embryology, studies which must become increasingly

interdependent. Arguments are well set out though
parts are not easy to read.

Congenital Deformities
GAVIN C. GORDON, M.B., F.R.C.S.E. Pp. VVi + 128,
illustrated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone. 196I. 37s. 6d.

A wide field of reading, a habit of philosophic con-
templation, and careful observation and experiment are
the three pillars which characterise the best medical
writing through the ages. The stream of thought is a
broad one with many tributaries. In a small and modest
way Gavin Gordon's monograph on congenital de-
formities belongs to this classical tradition.
The main part of his work deals with the ' cause' of

congenital his dislocation. He emphasizes the im-
portance of early development, the part played by the
ligament of Bigelow and, a challenging notion, denies
the influence of mechanical pressure in the development
of congenital dislocation. His studies lead on to a dis-
cussion of how the excessively flexed position of the
hips in utero may, by vascular compression, lead to
the later development of pseudocoxalgia, slipped upper
femoral epiphysis and osteoarthritis. Because his theories
are of a fundamental nature he is able to apply them in
a useful and interesting way to such problems as the
value of McMurray's osteotomy, the pathology of
acute osteomyelitis and the mechanism of fracture
healing. Even spasticity and mental processes are con-
sidered, though here it must be admitted the link
appears somewhat tenuous.
The reader seeking facile explanations and glib

summaries with a view to passing examinations will find
this book frustrating and of little value. He should
place it on a shelf just out of easv reach but not out of
sight; then, when time no longer presses, he should
read it and re-read it; for it both widens the horizon
and stimulates thought.

Chemistry of Cancer Toxin Toxohormone
W. NAKAHARA, PH.D., M.D. and F. FUKUOKA, M.D.
American Lectures in Living Chemistry, Ed.
I. NEWTON KUGELMASS. PP. xiv -f- 75, illustrated.
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. Oxford:
Blackwell. 196I. 34s.

In the past attempts to isolate a toxic product of
malignant tissue capable of accounting for the cachexia
accompanying malignant disease have failed, and the
cachexia is usually regarded as a consequence of non-
specific secondary factors. Twenty years ago Green-
stein demonstrated that the liver catalase activity was
greatly reduced in animals bearing malignant tumours,
and Nakahara and Fukuoka followed up this observation
in the hope that it could provide evidence on the possible
existence of a specific cancer toxin. They succeeded in
isolating a polypeptide from malignant tissue which
powerfully depressed liver catalase activity in normal
animals. Later, it was found that the polypeptide
interferes with iron metabolism, and the depression of
catalase activity was one consequence of this, for
catalase is an iron-protein enzyme, and the polypeptide
was found to inhibit the incorporation of iron into its
prosthetic group. The authors describe the researches
on this substance simply and clearly, but it is unfortunate
that the name toxohormone was given to it, for something
very like it is apparently present in normal tissues,
admittedly in much smaller amounts than in malignant
tissue with which it is evidently always associated. It
seems most unlikely that toxohormone plays any part
in the causation of malignant cachexia; the story of the
discovery and characterisation of this polypeptide is,
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