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EDITORIAL
EVIDENCE of the increasing interest being shown in
postgraduate medical education is given by articles
and correspondence appearing in the Lancet and
British MedicalJournal of February I7, I962. The
former devotes its leading article to the subject
under the heading ' Medicine: a Lifelong Study'
(see this Journal, Editorial, April I961) and in-
cludes a report of the proceedings of a conference
on postgraduate medical education convened by
the Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust on De-
cember i6 and I7, I96I. At this conference, Sir
George Pickering clearly outlined what should
be done if the present shortcomings in post-
graduate education are to be remedied; in the
discussion that followed it was agreed that the
basic Regional Postgraduate Training Unit should
be the district hospital or hospital group, and that
regional postgraduate medical education should be
organised in association with the regional Uni-
versity. Of very great importance, at a time when
hospital boards and architects are making plans
for new regional hospitals in accordance with the
Minister's io-year plan, is the insistence that post-
graduate education is impossible without certain
physical facilities, namely, rooms for meetings, for
the library, for the clinical tutor and for meals.
After considering the report on this conference the
Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust announced a
decision to reserve ,250,000 to finance provincial
regional schemes for postgraduate medical training.

Sir George Pickering has developed his sug-
gestions more fully in a paper entitled ' Post-
graduate Medical Education: The Present Oppor-
tunity and the Immediate Need ' in the British
Medical Journal, which also devotes an Editorial
to this subject. Another leading article is devoted
to a careful appraisal of a provocative and con-
structive letter from Dr. E. D. Acheson, published
in the correspondence columns, criticizing the
examination for M.R.C.P. (London).
The POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL is

planning to publish a number of papers devoted
to Postgraduate Medical Education, including
papers describing what has been done in Australia,
Scandinavia and New England, as well as others
making suggestions for further developments in
this country and the Commonwealth.

This somewhat explosive onset of discussion
about postgraduate education shows not only that
many are dissatisfied with its present state in this
country, but that a large number of influential
people are determined to do something about it.
Sir George Pickering says: ' If the junior staff
fail to welcome such developments, it is almost
certainly the senior staff who are to blame.' The
drive must come from the top, and at this point the
Minister could exert a great influence by ruling
that every new district hospital should include a
postgraduate medical centre on the lines suggested
at the Oxford conference.

London

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.38.437.139 on 1 M

arch 1962. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

