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BOOKS RECEIVED
The Editorial Board acknowledge with thanks receipt of the following
volumes. A selection from these will be made for review.

' Surgery for Students of Nursing '. By John Caimey,
C.M.G., D.SC., M.D., F.R.A.C.S., and J. Cairney, B.sc., M.B.,
CH.B., M.C.R.A. Fourth edition. Pp. 472, illustrated.
Chiistchurch, New Zealand: N. M. Peryer. 1961.
47s. 6d.

' Principles of Pathology, including Bacteriology '. By
R. A. Willis, D.SC., M.D., F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S. Second
edition. Pp. xiv + 689 + index (30), illustrated.
London: Butterworth. I96I. 75s.

'Speech Disorders. Aphasia, Apraxia and Agnosia '.
By Sir Russell Brain, BT., D.M., F.R.C.P. Pp. I84,
illustrated. London: Butterworth. I96I. 42S.

'Ophthalmic Operations '. By Seymour Philips.
Second edition by John Foster, M.A., M.D.(CANTAB.),
F.R.C.S., M.D. Pp. viii + 360, illustrated. London:
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. I96I. 70s.

BOOK REVIEWS
Staining Procedures Used by Biological Stain
Commission

Revised by H. J. CONN, M. A. DARROW and V. M.
EMMEL. Second edition. Published under the
auspices of the Biological Stain Commission,
University of Rochester Medical Center, Rochester,
N.Y. Baltimore: The Williams and Wilkins Co.
London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. I96I. 40s.

The staining of histological sections is one of the
least scientific laboratory techniques, and many of the
methods in daily use in histopathology are the arbitrary
traditional procedures of the last century. The early
promise that histochemistry would revolutionize routine
histology has not been fulfilled; histochemistry has
added much to our knowledge of cellular function, but
diagnostic problems are still usually solved by morpho-
logical methods. Technicians achieve remarkably uni-
form results using differing methods and dyes of
variable composition.
The Biological Stain Commission has already done

much to secure purity in dyes for histological work, and
in Staining Procedures presents their approved staining
methods for animal and plant tissues, and for micro-
organisms. This aims at standardizing techniques, but
it is difficult to see how this can be completely suc-
cessful in a subject which, like cookery, is still more of
an art than a science. However, the methods are
clearly and accurately stated, and references (including
the original) are given. In a manual of this type, it
might have been worth while including a note on the
rationale of the method; a paragraph in each case
stating chemical reaction if known (PAS, Prussian blue,
etc.), differential solubility (fat stains) or elective
metallic impregnation (fibres, pigments) would help to
give the junior technician, and sometimes his chief, an
insight into the mechanism of a staining procedure.
This is essentially a book for the laboratory bench, but
the loose-leaf binding will not stand up to continual
use, and in view of the simple unillustrated text, the

price is high. This attempt to standardize, and thereby
simplify, an obscure and largely empirical subject is to
be encouraged, but the more intelligent technician will
ask for additional histochemical methods in the next
edition.

Abdominal Operations
RODNEY MAINGOT, F.R.C.S., with 36 contributors.
Fourth edition. Pp. xviii + 1402, illustrated.
London: H. K. Lewis. 196I. Io guineas.

The author states in his preface that this book is
intended to present a detailed account of abdominal
operations as practised today. The entire field of
abdominal surgery, apart from urogenital surgery, is
covered, and the surgeon wishing for an account of any
abdominal operation he may be called upon to perform
will not be disappointed. Where alternative operative
techniques exist each is described and a critical dis-
cussion given.
The value of the book is enhanced by chapters and

articles from a distinguished list of 36 contributing
authors from Britain, America and the Commonwealth,
but the disadvantages of a multiple author volume are
also seen in the variety of styles and in some over-
lapping of material in certain chapters.
The book has been extensively revised since the last

edition and a good and up-to-date survey of the literature
accompanies each chapter. Production is attractive and
the volume is profusely illustrated. The illustrations and
radiographs exceed the high standard of previous
editions and add greatly to the clarity of the text.

It can be predicted that this new edition of an already
well-established work will continue to be deservedly
popular both amongst experienced surgeons and those
in training.

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.37.434.798 on 1 D

ecem
ber 1961. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

