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BOOKS RECEIVED
The Editorial Board acknowledge with thanks receipt of the following
volumes. A selection from these will be made1or review.

'Surgery of the Anus and Colon.' By J. C. Goligher
CH.M., F.R.C.S. Pp. ix + 829, illustrated. London:
Cassell. I96I. C8 8s.

' The Cardiac Arrhythmias.' A Guide for the General
Practitioner. By Brendan Phibbs, M.D. Pp. 128, illus-
trated. St. Louis: C. V. Mosby Co. Distributed in
Great Britain by Henry Kimpton, London. I96I. 56s.

' Oncongenic Viruses.' By Ludwik Gross, M.D. Pp.
xi + 393, illustrated. Oxford, London, New York and
Paris: Pergamon Press. I96I. 8os.
'The Etiology, Pathogenesis and Early Diagnosis of

Cancer and Precancerous Diseases of the Stomach.'
By K. A. Skulme. Translated from the Russian.
(Published by The Academy of Sciences of the Latvian
SSR). Pp. 44i, illustrated. Published for the National
Science Foundation, Washington D.C., and the Depart-
ment of Health, Education and Welfare by The Israel
Program for Scientific Translations. I96I. 70s.
'The Nature of Sleep.' A Ciba Foundation Sym-

posium. Edited by G. E. W. Wolstenholme, O.B.E.,
M.A., M.B., M.R.C.P., and M. O'Connor, B.A. Pp. xii +

416,illustrated. London: J.&A.Churchill. I96I. 50S.
'Problems of Pulmonary Circulation.' Ciba Found-

ation Study Group. No. 8. Edited by A. V. S. De
Reuck, M.SC., D.I.C., A.R.C.S., and M. O'Connor, B.A.
Pp. viii + 96, illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill.
96I. i2.s. 6d.
'Uveitis and Toxoplasmosis.' By E. S. Perkins,

PH.D., M.D., F.R.C.S. Pp. I42, illustrated. London:
J. & A. Churchill. I96I. 30s.

' Report of the Medical Research Council for the
Year 1959-I960.' Committee of Privy Council for
Medical Research. Pp. viii + 326, illustrated. London:
H.M.S.O. I5s. 6d. I96I.

'Abdominal Operations' (Fourth Edition). By
Rodney Maingot, F.R.C.S., with 36 British and American
Contributors. Pp. xviii + 1402, illustrated. London:
H. K. Lewis. I96I. CIo ios.

' Inhaled Particles and Vapours.' Proceedings of an
International Symposium organized by the British
Occupational Hygiene Society. Edited by C. N.
Davies. Pp. xi + 495, illustrated. Oxford, London,
New York and Paris: Pergamon Press. I961. Cs5.

BOOK REVIEVWS
Intra-abdominal Crises

K. D. KEELE, M.D., F.R.C.P., Consultant Physician,
Ashford Hospital, Middlesex, and N. M. MATHESON,
F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S., M.R.C.P., Consultant Surgeon,
Ashford Hospital, Middlesex. Pp. xii + 397,
illustrated. London: Butterworth. I96I. 50S.

Acute abdominal symptoms are responsible for a large
proportion of medical emergencies and we, therefore,
need constantly to refresh our knowledge of how best to
diagnose and treat the underlying conditions. This book
is a worthy addition to the clinician's library because it
reflects the experience of two colleagues in a hospital
draining a large population and admitting many
emergencies. The ' acute abdomen ' is so often
regarded as a purely surgical aspect of medicine that it is
agreeable to find a physician as one of the joint authors
of this particular book. Indeed, the authors themselves
remark: ' For generations intra-abdominal crises have
been considered the concern of the surgeon, the physician
usually intervening when the surgeon does not wish to
operate or when the possibility of extra-abdominal
disease arises. We feel that in many cases this practice
is not desirable. The more the techniques of radiology
and biochemistry advance, the more often they play a
-part under conditions of crisis '.

This book is 'divided into three main parts. Part one,
which deals with general features of intra-abdominal
crises, deals chiefly with symptoms and signs in a fairly
general way, but it also includes an excellent chapter on
the diagnostic exclusion of disease simulating intra-

abdominal crises. The second, and main,, part of the
book consists of I6 chapters dealing with the local
abdominal diseases which are responsible for the great
majority of intra-abdominal crises. The information
given is practical, accurate and up to date; the sections
dealing with the special investigations which may be
helpful in clinching a diagnosis are especially to be
commended. The third part of the book deals with
intra-abdominal crises as components of general diseases,
and discusses in five chapters such illnesses as endocrine
disturbances, hepatic disease, entero-colitis, and certain
tropical diseases, which may simulate acute local
abdominal disease. There is a short appendix which
summarizes the laboratory tests most commonly valuable
in the diagnosis of acute abdominal disease. There is a
good index, an essential if a book such as this one is to
be exploited to the full.
No work of human hands is perfect and some inac-

curacies were noted. For example, massive bleeding is
said to be uncommon in carcinoma of the stomach whereas
this has not been your reviewer's experience. Similarly,
no attention is drawn to the fact that an appreciable
proportion of perforated gastric ulcers are malignant
ulcers, though not recognizable as such at laparotomy, so
that simple suture should always be followed by careful
and repeated radiological follow-up studies. On another
front, your reviewer was sceptical of the prominent part
assigned to intramuscular cortisone acetate in the r6gime
for guarding against adrenal insufficiency, because the
absorption of this particular compound from muscle is
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known to be slow and erratic. Today, it would seem best
to use a water-soluble compound, such as hydrocortisone
hemisuccinate or prednisolone phosphate, by a parenteral
route whenever it is not feasible to give corticosteroids
by mouth to provide a ' cortisone cover '.

However, these minor and personal criticisms should
not be taken as detracting in a significant way from the
book's many virtues. The authors can be congratulated
on writing in such a compact form a book which deserves
to be read by general practitioners and all who deal with
emergencies in hospital. It can be specially recom-
mended to the newly-qualified doctor who finds himself
in a post involving the handling of medical or surgical
emergencies.

Non-Infective Disease in Africa
H. C. TROWELL, O.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.P. Pp. vii + 481,
illustrated. London: Edward Arnold. I960.
£3 los.

This unique and informative book, the quintessence
of 29 years' clinical experience in Africa, is not only a
valuable reference book for doctors working in Africa
south of the Sahara but contains much of interest to
doctors the world over. The reason for this is that
Dr. Trowell has not strictly confined himself to describ-
ing the pattern of non-infective disease in Africans;
comparisons are made with the pattern of disease in
people of African stock living outside Africa (e.g.
American negroes) and in Europeans. In addition, a
full and up-to-date bibliography is supplied.

In these pages Dr. Trowell describes diseases of
liver, heart and circulation, blood, metabolism, nutrition,
nervous and endocrine systems, and of urinary and
alimentary tracts, and many questions are posed.
Why should coronary atherosclerosis be so rare in
Africans and hypertension so common ? Why should
endomyocardial fibrosis occur almost exclusively in
Africans ? Why is the milieu interieur of the African
so significantly different from that of the European ?
These and many other questions are discussed in the
text, and the attention of research workers is drawn to
a number of problems requiring elucidation.

It is a pity that so many printing errors were allowed
to pass the proof-reading stage, but these will doubtless
be corrected when the second impression of this
excellent book appears.

Valvular Disease of the Heart in Old Age
P. D. BEDFORD and F. I. CAIRD. Pp. x + 194, with
32 illustrations. London: J. & A. Churchill.
1960. 30s.

This is an excellent monograph which should be read
by all general physicians as well as by cardiologists and
geriatricians, for the authors have presented with great
clarity a large amount of interesting information not
otherwise easy to come by, and raise a number of
stimulating problems for thought, as Dr. Paul Wood
indicates in his foreword.
The material is drawn from the authors' geriatric

unit at the Cowley Road Hospital, Oxford, to which
3,124 patients, aged 65 and over, were admitted in the
6! years up to January 1956. Approximately 2i% were
admitted chiefly because of disease of the heart and
great vessels, and valvular disease was diagnosed in
13.4% of all admissions. This material is fully analysed
and discussed, and many interesting observations are
made. Prognosis and treatment, as well as diagnosis,
are dealt with: the stress laid on anticoagulant therapy
in heart failure in the elderly is noteworthy. There
are some excellent photographs of valvular deformities
in autopsy specimens.

Recent Advances in Renal Disease
Edited by M. D. MILNE. The proceedings of a
conference held in London at the Royal College
of Physicians of London, July 22 to 23, 1960.
Pp. ix + 254, illustrated. London: Pitman
Medical Publishing Co. I96I. 25S.

This was the fourth of the Scientific Conferences
now being held regularly at the Royal College of
Physicians, at which distinguished speakers review
recent advances in their particular field. The Pro-
ceedings of each one are being published in a few
months in a clear type and limp cover at a reasonable
price, with a verbatim report of the discussions held
after the papers. The six sessions at this conference
were devoted to Renal Function and Structure, Acute
Renal Failure, the Nephrotic Syndrome, Pyelonephritis,
Metabolic Aspects of Renal Disease, and Hypertension
and the Kidney, the chairmen being Professor McCance,
Lord Evans, Sir Robert Platt, and Professor J.
McMichael. Anyone who wants a really up-to-date
review of recent work in this field is recommended to
buy this book. There is a good selection of references
and an index, as well as a large number of figures.
The publishers are to be congratulated on producing
these Proceedings so accurately, quickly and cheaply.

Cerebral Palsy in Childhood and Adolescence
A Medical, Psychological and Social Study. Edited
by J. L. HENDERSON, M.D., F.R.C.P.E. Pp. viii +
403. Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone.
I96I. 35s.

This is an account of a field survey of cerebral palsy
made in Scotland. It is characterized by its careful
design, broad scope and thorough execution. In the
clinical sphere, a pediatrician, an orthopaedist, an
ophthalmologist, an ear, nose and throat specialist, and a
dental surgeon were all concerned, and in addition
extensive psychological and social studies were done.
The incidence of the condition was about two per
thousand. There were 301 cases proposed for inclusion
in the survey, but no less than 6I children, hitherto
diagnosed as suffering from cerebral palsy, were found
not to have this condition. The book is packed with
valuable data and it is difficult to single out the more
important points in a review. A striking feature was the
considerable proportion of children for whom the full
range of medical services had not been mobilized. For
example, a quarter had not previously seen an ortho-
pedic surgeon and deafness had not previously been
suspected in two-thirds of those who were in fact deaf.
The dental condition of the children was likewise much
below that prevailing among children in the area of the
survey. Psychological assessment showed that almost
50% had an I.Q. below 70, an important fact in view of
the implication sometimes made that the only disability
of the cerebral palsy child is in the physical sphere.
These are but a few points from what is an admirable
and model survey, and those who come into contact with
cerebral palsy will wish to have this book by them not
only to read but also for constant reference.

Assessment of the Activity of Disease
J. S. LAWRENCE, M.D., M.R.C.P. Pp. viii + 252,
with 34 tables and 37 illustrations. London:
H. K. Lewis. 1961. 42S.

This is a complete treatise on the erythrocyte sedi-
mentation rate, the first half presenting the full bio-
chemical background of plasma viscosity and plasma
protein variation, and, after a description of methods, the
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