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BOOK REVIEWS

Orthopedics
G. PERKINS, M.CHIR., F.R.C.S. PP. xiii + 975, with
577 figures. University of London: The Athlone
Press. I96I. C6 6s.

Perkins on Orthopaedics; the title is in the same style
as the book. After a lifetime spent as an orthopedic
surgeon the author has produced this textbook as a
companion volume to his already well-known book on
fractures and dislocations. With his wide experience
as a teacher of both undergraduates and postgraduates
he has an almost unrivalled knowledge of their require-
ments and shortcomings, and he has successfully
managed to simplify difficulties.
The book is characterized by the space given to

individual subjects, these being covered in direct
proportion to their importance, but where amplification
of even a rare lesion is required the author fulfils this.
Dogmatism is second nature to a teacher, but where the
author is dogmatic he is drawing on his own not incon-
siderable experience. It would be a help to the surgical
student if the author always gave some reasons, for
these are required by his examiners. However, this
book is not only for examinations but is a reference
b0ok for life.
At the start of each major regional section there is a

chapter describing the examination of the region in a
systematic way and the important points are shown in
very clear photographs. Some of the chapters are rather
short, and leave the reader rather bewildered, but they
are characteristic of the author's short and sharp style.
Elaborate operative details are not described, but certain
practical points of the sort which do not usually feature
in operative textbooks are mentioned, showing that the
author has a mastery of his subject.
The quality of the X-rays is exceptionally high, as is

their reproduction, and the method of showing the
same X-ray two or even three times with different
magnifications is especially valuable, and the publishers
must be congratulated on allowing such an unorthodox
technique.
The book is heavy, but this is by virtue of the quality

of the paper and not of the weight of the subject matter.
Although valuable to the undergraduate it is too full
for their needs, but no surgical trainee can afford to be
without it even at six guineas, and every specialist can
afford it and should buy it without delay.

Progress in Clinical Surgery (Series II)
Editor: RODNEY SMITH, M.S., F.R.C.S. PP. x + 327,
illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill. I96I. 50s.

The purpose and scope of this book are plainly
declared by the author in his preface. It is written for
surgical postgraduates and in 22 chapters, each devoted
to a single topic, it covers, firstly, those subjects in
which important developments have been recently
taking place, and secondly, those which though more
familiar, are confused by a multitude of conflicting
opinions.
The chapters dealing with recent developments are

all of a high standard and it is difficult to single out
individual ones for special praise. Endocrinological
topics are particularly well treated and the reviews of
hyperparathyroidism, Cushing's syndrome, thyrotoxi-
cosis and thyroiditis are lucid and up to date, bringing
order (almost simplicity) to subjects which recently

have seemed to be assuming a frightening complexity.
One could wish that thyroid carcinoma had been
included as well. The chapters on cerebro-vascular
accidents, ectopia vesicae and transplantation of the
ureters are also admirable, and the liver is generously
treated in chapters on hepatectomy, hepatic coma and
haemorrhage from gastro-cesophageal varices, though
here, as in the sections on pancreatic surgery, arterial
reconstruction and cardiac surgery, it is difficult to
avoid the shadow of another recent volume, similar in
scope from the same publisher. Indeed, some advances
which have taken place in these fields since the appear-
ance of the earlier book are omitted; for example, the
use of pitressin in controlling bleeding from cesophageal
varices described last year by Shaldon and Sherlock.
The chapters on large herniae, strictures of the

common bile duct, diverticulitis coli and Hirschprung's
disease present information which is already familiar
and readily available elsewhere. A detailed account of
the recognition, causes and management of the various
other forms of infantile constipation which mimic
Hirschprung's disease would have added greatly to the
chapter on that topic, while the other three would have
benefited from a brief exposition and commentary on
differing trends and rival views: it is always just as
illuminating to know what a leading authority dis-
believes as to know what he believes.

In general the standard of production is excellent
though inconsistencies, errors and misprints are not
entirely absent (Alludrox, ' Pepere la Ghandoli para-
tiroidee-I906 'm.eg., flourohydrocortisone = Aludrox,
Pepere (I906) Le ghiandole paratiroidee, m.Eq.,
fluorohydrocortisone) and it requires ingenuity to relate
Fig. 7 to its text. There also appears to be some dis-
agreement between Mr. Hunt and Professor Sherlock
on the place of chlorothiazide in hepatic coma (as well
as on its spelling), but such flaws do not detract seriously
from the value of the book. At its best it is outstand-
ingly good and no serious student of surgery should
neglect to study a copy. There will be few who do
not gain both in knowledge and wisdom by doing so.

The Principles and Practice of Electrotherapy and
Actinotherapy

BRYAN 0. SCOTT, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.PHYS.MED.
PP. viii + I34, illustrated. London: Heinemann.
I960. 27s. 6d.

This is an admirable book, concise and easy to read.
It covers the syllabus for the examinations conducted
by the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy and is
recommended to all students of physiotherapy and also
students of physical medicine.
The arrangement and the heavy-type printing has

been designed to emphasize salient points. This will be
helpful to the majority of readers, but to some students
may be irritating.
The book is divided into two parts-Electrotherapy

and Actinotherapy. Under the former, the author
briefly covers the history of electrotherapy and sub-
sequent chapters cover all aspects including elementary
physics, microwaves, and ultrasonics. The second part
on Actinotherapy is well presented.
The references for additional reading should, as

intended, be helpful to the advanced student. The book
is well illustrated throughout,
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