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figures, this new and thoroughly revised edition is as
valuable as its predecessors. It should always be avail-
able as a guide to those responsible for the initial treat-
ment of the more common limb fractures. By reading
it they will be taking one step further towards acquiring
one of the most valuable and ancient of surgical skills-
the closed treatment of a fracture.

The Control of Disease in the Tropics
T. H. DAVEY; W. P. H. LIGHTBODY. Second
edition. Pp. xii + 422, with 82 illustrations.
London: H. K. Lewis. I96I. £,2 7s. 6d.

The second edition of this book, which is I4 pages
longer than its predecessor, includes a number of
important new chapters, such as those on poliomyelitis
and health education, and some of the existing chapters
have been enlarged.
The arrangement of the chapters is rational, there are

over 8o useful drawings and diagrams, and there is a
valuable Appendix.

Throughout this book the reader is made conscious
of the part played by poverty, ignorance and poor living
conditions in the genesis of disease in the Tropics, and
the authors rightly stress the importance of gaining the
active cooperation of the people themselves in creating
a healthier environment.

Although the treatment of the individual can be
considered a practical aspect of the control of disease in
a community, the authors would be well advised to do
no more than mention the drugs which can be usefully
employed; in giving details of dosage they sometimes
err, as, for example, when they recommend 3 g. of
chloramphenicol four-hourly for three weeks in the
prophylaxis of scrub typhus, and 2.7 g; (grains 41)
of S.A.T. in the treatment of intestinal schistosomiasis
-truly heroic doses! This, however, is but a minor
criticism in a work of such all-round excellence, and the
reviewer would like to put on record the fact that he
could not find one single spelling or printing mistake.
This is more than can be said for some of the current
books on tropical diseases, and reflects the meticulous
care that has been taken in proof-reading and printing.

In its short life of five years this book has rightly
established itself as the leading British textbook on the
subject of public health in the Tropics.

Adrenergic Mechanisms
Ciba Foundation Symposium. Editors: J. R. TANE,
B.SC., D.PHIL.; G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME, O.B.E.,
M.A., M.B., M.R.C.P.; M. O'CONNOR, B.A. Pp.
xx + 632, illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill.
I 960. 70S.

This Ciba symposium volume is a verbatim account
of a two-day meeting arranged by the coordinating
Committee for Symposia on Drug Action at the Well-
come Building in London and of a consecutive two-day
unscripted discussion held at the Ciba Foundation.
The topics which were reviewed and discussed are the
formation and inactivation of adrenergic transmitters,
storage of catechol amines, the adrenergic neurone,
adrenergic mechanisms in man, actions of adrenaline
arId noradrenaline on the effector cell, mechanism of
action of other sympathomimetic amines, central
adrenergic mechanisms, and general aspects. Sections
of the discussion at the Ciba Foundation which are
particularly relevant to papers given at the Wellcome
Building have been transferred to the discussions follow-
ing the latter. The majority of the 46 papers are pre-
sented by leading research workers in the form of
reviews or summaries of the work carried out in indivi-
dual laboratories. There is a considerable overlap

between contributions to this symposium and those
given at a similar symposium on catechol amines held
at the National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Mary-
land, U.S.A., in October I958, and published verbatim
without discussion in Pharmacol. Reviews, 1959, II,
233-566. The discussions, reported in full, are most
informative and at times entertaining. Those not work-
ing on adrenergic mechanisms will find the chairman's
summary by J. H. Gaddum particularly useful.
The book is well presented and its numerous illustra-

tions are clear and well reproduced. The book can be
strongly recommended to all who are interested in
basic medical sciences.

Synopsis of Pathology
W. A. D. ANDERSON, M.A., M.D., F.A.C.P., F.C.A.P.
Fifth edition. Pp. 876, with 414 illustrations and
4 colour plates. St. Louis: C. V. Mosby Co.
London: Henry Kimpton. I960. £3 IOS.

The task of encompassing within one volume the
whole field of pathology presents such formidable diffi-
culties that we must congratulate Professor Anderson
on this new edition of his compact synopsis of pathology.
The work of one author, it provides more attractive
reading than the larger compilation which Professor
Anderson edits. The revision has been thorough, many
recently described conditions are included and new
concepts of disease are given brief but adequate mention.
The lists of references are representative, preference
being given to well-known papers, but also to many
very recent publications. One criticism is the poor
quality of a few of the illustrations of gross specimens.
*These, often surprisingly of common conditions, detract
from the majority, whose abundance and range are
welcome. The photomicrographs are excellent.

This enchiridion of pathology is evidently intended for
medical students and general practitioners. The up-to-
date information it contains will extend its usefulness
to those who normally turn to a much larger work of
reference.

Recent Advances in Pathology
By various authors. Edited by PROFESSOR C. V.
HARRISON, M.D. Seventh edition. Pp. xi + 459,
with 140 illustrations. London: J. & A. Churchill.
1960. £z 8s.

This is an excellent example of a most useful series
whose purpose is indicated in the title. This seventh
edition, like its predecessor, has so much new material
as to constitute a new book. The work deals pre-
dominantly with morbid anatomy and histology and
compiles much important recent work only available
otherwise in widely scattered publications. Professor
Harrison is to be congratulated on his own considerable
contributions and on the editing of an excellent com-
-pilation.

The Evidence for Survival from Claimed Memories
of Former Incarnations
The winning essay of the contest in memory of
William James

IAN STEVENSON, M.D. Tadworth, Surrey: M. C.
Peto. I 96 I. 2S.

The doctrine of metempsychosis and the belief in
survival of the human spirit after death of the material
body are as old as history, and have been the occasion
ofno little wrangling between philosophers and scientists.
It is doubtless true that scientific proof and that internal
proof upon which the philosopher relies are, like oil
and wine, two good things which do not readily mix.
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It is, however, interesting and encouraging to read Dr.
Stevenson's essay, which exhibits all the care and
precision of the trained scientific observer, combined
with the open and unprejudiced outlook of the philoso-
pher. His thesis is worthy of that profound thinker,
William James, in honour of whose memory this essay
was composed. We congratulate the author on his
approach to this difficult subject, and we recommend
this booklet to all who are seriously interested in it.

Neurovascular Compression Syndromes of the
Shoulder Girdle

L. M. ROSATI, M.D., and J. W. LoRD, M.D. Pp.
vi + I68, illustrated. New York and London:
Grune & Stratton, I960. $7.25.

F This monograph deals with a rather confusing group
of clinical problems which are of interest to neuro-
logists and surgeons alike. The authors have divided
the work into 14 short chapters. Particular facets of
the problems under discussion can be quickly located
but this has led to repetitions in the text which does
not read smoothly.
The description of diagnostic clinical tests is supple-

mented with excellent drawings by Frank Netter, M.D.
Throughout the work, references to the literature are
integrated in such a way that the reader is provided
with a clear picture of the evolution of thoughts on the
etiology and treatment of these syndromes. Despite
their impressive experience in the operative manage-
ment of neurovascular compression syndromes, the
authors do not give clearly defined directives for their
choice of procedures to their surgical readers.
The inclusion of some detail case notes and of sum-

maries of case histories of 51 patients adds to the value
of the monograph. The book is excellently produced
,and its value is enhanced by the clear illustrations. It
is undoubtedly a worthy addition to the series of
Modern Surgical Monographs.

Control of Immunogenesis by the Nervous System
Editor: A. N. GORDIENKO, Rostov-on-Don, I958.
Translation from the Russian by A. HOFMAN,
M. PAENSON, Z. S. COLE and M. WEINER.
Pp. I8i + vi, illustrated. Published by Israel
Program for Scientific Translations and National
Science Foundation, Washington D.C. I96I. 6os.

Professor Gordienko is a physician who believes that
the production of antibodies is always mediated through
the nervous system and that direct contact of antigen
with the plasma cells which produce antibodies is
unnecessary. This book includes accounts of long
series of experiments which he has performed to
support his theory. Many of these are extremely
ingenious and obviously require a very refined tech-
nique. In one, for example, he isolated the carotid
sinus from all its vascular connections and injected into
it an antigen containing no less than a millicurie of 32p,
removing the whole structure two or three minutes
later without allowing any of the radioactive phosphate
to escape into the general circulation.

This then is an account of a very unorthodox hypo-
thesis and of an experimental basis for it. Such a
radical departure from present-day beliefs is difficult to
accept, and it would be very desirable for some of these
critical experiments to be repeated in other laboratories.
However, I understand that even in Russia, Professor
Gordienko's views are regarded with a certain reserve.
Some of the experimental data are given in insufficient

detail for the load which they are made to carry and
there are some sections, particularly near the end of the
book, which appear quite unrelated to its general out-

line, and to convey little information of scientific value.
One gets the impression that Professor Gordienko is an
enthusiast for his hypothesis; this book is not suffi-
ciently detailed to allow one to decide whether his
enthusiasm is justified, and one cannot but incline to
the view that he is deceiving himself; but this lack of
faith is certainly in part due to prejudice, and it would
be desirable for someone to repeat some of his critical
experiments.

Allowing for the difficulties of translating a highly
inflected language into one much less inflected, the
book is surprisingly easy to read.

Rehabilitation of Hand Function
A. N. LEONT'EV; A. V. ZAPOROZHEK. Translated
from the Russian by B. HAIGH, M.A., M.B., B.CHIR.,
and edited by W. RITCHIE RUSSELL, C.B.E., M.D.,
D.SC., F.R.C.P. Pp. xviii + I99, illustrated. Oxford,
London, New York and Paris: Pergamon Press.
I 960. 6os.

This small volume has emanated from the Moscow
State University. The unusual method of reproduc-
tion needs mastering before the reader can get a true
understanding of the text, which describes experimental
evidence of the psychological basis of upper limb dys-
function, and methods of rehabilitation evolved as
result of these experiments. The essential message is
that rehabilitation exercises must have a purpose or the
patient loses interest. The Russians had a vast number
of upper limb injuries during the war, many of whom
were inadequately treated initially, and they com-
menced their rehabilitation with multiple stiff joints,
the end-results being functionally useful limbs. The
authors have realized that rehabilitation of the hand is
essentially that of the upper limb as a whole, and apart
from the post-operative recovery of a Krukenberg
hand there appears to be no part of the book speci-
fically corresponding to the title.

This is an interesting monograph which is well
worth reading by those who do not yet believe in the
functional result, but even with the line drawings and
the ex-gratia payment of royalties by the publishers to
the Russian authors the price seems hard to justify.

Surgery and Clinical Pathology in the Tropics
CHARLES TIOWESMAN, O.B.E., B.A., M.D., F.R.C.S.E.
Pp. viii + IO68, illustrated. Edinburgh and
London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. I960. C5 1Os.

The doctor working in the tropics, often assisted only
by a small nursing staff, may be confronted with a
bewildering variety of pathological conditions and need
to assume the functions of surgeon, obstetrician,
parasitologist and anesthetist.
Mr. Bowesman writes with the authority of one who

is familiar with the difficulties which beset the single-
handed practitioner in an underdeveloped community,
and his enormous experience is set down in this
excellently illustrated and extensively documented book.

After general chapters on nutrition, malaria and
sickle cell disease in relation to surgery, the entire field
of surgery and obstetrics under tropical conditions is
dealt with. The subject matter ranges from crocodile
bites * to portal hypertension and from native enema
injuries to Siamese twins.
The author in his introduction claims to have made

most of the mistakes which most juniors make. He has
succeeded in producing a book which, constantly bearing
in mind the requirements of the surgeon without tropical
experience, will help to avoid many pitfalls and provide
sound advice in most surgical situations likely to be
encountered.
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