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BOOK REVIEWS

Cancer Progress, 1960
Edited by R. W. RAVEN, O.B.E., T.D., F.R.C.S.
Pp. XV + 242 + index, illustrated. London:
Butterworth. i960. 6os.

In this, the i960 progress volume of ' Cancer',
the editor, with his team of advisory editors from all
parts of the world, achieves his object of presenting
up-to-date knowledge on the whole cancer problem to
workers in all countries.

In its construction the book resembles the parent
work, being sub-divided into seven main sections: ex-
perimental research, statistical aspects, clinical aspects,
diagnosis, radiotherapy, chemotherapy, and social
aspects. Under each heading a few topics have been
selected for discussion by an expert in the field.
Some of the articles, such as those on virology and the

biological characteristics of neoplasia, will primarily
attract the specialist or research worker, but others are
of more general interest. Thus many will be glad to
have an opportunity of reading a concise and authorita-
tive account of bone marrow replacement therapy or of
the oxygen effect in radiotherapy, and all clinicians
should know something about the effect of radiotherapy
on the normal lung.
The style-of writing ranges from the mildly soporific

to that of Dr. A. G. Oettl6, who contributes a fascinating
article on the peculiar problems and opportunities
presented by cancer in the South African Bantu.
The production is in the high Butterworth tradition

and an excellent list of references follows each article.

Pathology of Tumours
R. A.; WILLIS, D.SC., M.D., F.R.C.P. Third edition.
Pp. XVi + 1002 + index (56), with 500 figures.
London: Butterworth. 1960. 105S.

The third edition of this well-known work follows the
successful format of its worthy predecessors. The text
has been considerably revised and in certain portions
completely rewritten, while 8oo references to recent
tumour literature have been incorporated.

This book remains a most comprehensive treatise on
tumour pathology, which is well written, superbly
documented and clearly describes the features of neo-
plasia, its origin, appearances and behaviour. The
facile thoughts, the cant and ill-digested dogma of neo-
plastic opinions are critically assessed, sifted and
appraised and are replaced by an expert exposition on
the most probable and feasible explanation of the known
facts. This information is expounded with reasoned
care, forcefulness and clarity, so that the reader is left
in no doubt as to the views held by the author on any
subject.

It is difficult to imagine a worker in any field of cancer,
be he clinician, pathologist or research worker, who will
not need to refer to this work. This book is highly
recommended to anyone who is even remotely connected
with the subject of tumours, and a 'Willis ' must come
high on the list of priorities for any medical bookshelf.

A Textbook of Clinical Pathology
Edited by SEWARD E. MILLER, M.D. With 13 Con-
tributors. 6th Edition. Pp. xxi + 894, with 220
illustrations. London: Baillibre, Tindall & Cox.
I 960. I 2s.

This book covers hematology in 235 pages bacterio-
logy in io8 pages, virology (77 pages), blood chemistry
(69), parasitology (59), renal function (36), chemo-
therapy (33), diagnostic cytology (33), venereal diseases
(32), mycology (24), liver function (i8), assay of hor-
mones (17) and of vitamins (14), as well as chapters
devoted to the examination of the skin, mucosa, tran-
sudates, exudates, cerebrospinal fluid, respiratory and
gastric secretions, feces and seminal fluid. This wide
coverage is made possible by 13 contributors, who have
endeavoured to show clinicians how to use the labora-
tory most efficiently and to their greatest advantage.
The fact that it was born before the war and has now
entered the sixth edition is an index of its popularity.
It is intended for all grades from medical student to
medical teacher and also for the clinical pathologist.
Its principal value to the postgraduate will be as a
convenient source of reference to subjects outside his
particular interest.

Textbook of Medicine
Edited by SIR JOHN CONYBEARE, K.B.E., M.C., D.M.,
F.R.C.P., and W. N. MANN, M.D., F.R.C.P., with 17
contributors. Thirteenth edition. Pp. xvi + 989,
48 illustrations and 40 X-ray plates. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone. i96i. 45s.

The publication of I3 editions of this textbook in
the space of approximately 30 years bears testimony to
its popularity and usefulness. Extensive changes have
been made since the last edition in 1957, notably that
Professor Rosenheim has written a completely new
section on diseases of the kidney and at least eight other
chapters have been completely rewritten or revised. A
welcome addition is the line diagram to illustrate the
physiopathology of the various forms ofjaundice. Treat-
ment is particularly well dealt with and it is refreshing
to note that, although inevitably the number of pages
has increased (by x 30) over the previous edition, the
authors have retained their thoroughly practical and
concise approach.
Minor criticisms arise: it is surprising that a simple

appraisal of respiratory function tests is omitted and that
respiratory failure receives only slight attention. No
mention is made of the value of the serum glutamic
oxaletic transaminase in the diagnosis of cardiac in-
farction or of the transaminases as an index of liver-cell
damage. Apart from an oblique reference in the section
on ionizing radiations, genetic aspects ofmedicine are not
emphasized. Nevertheless, these are minor deficiencies
and the editors are to be congratulated on maintaining
their exceedingly high standards. It will remain as
essential reading for students and graduates alike.
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