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THE Proceedings of the Second World Conference
on Medical Education, held at Chicago in I959,
have recently been published by the World Medical
Association under the title ' Medicine a Lifelong
Study '. This is a large volume of 8i6 pages,
edited by Dr. Hugh Clegg and Dr. H. C. Papadoulo
of the British Medical Journal, and printed in
England. It costs five guineas and is obtainable
from the B.M.A. or from booksellers.
The Conference was attended by 8oo persons

from all over the world. Every paper published
includes a summary in English, French and
Spanish. Discussions are fully reported. The
work was done in four sections: Basic Training
for all Doctors, Advanced Training for General
and Specialty Practice, Development of Teachers
and Investigators, and Continuing Medical
Education.
Among the large number of papers presented to

the meeting, some were purely factual and reported
the arrangements made in the speaker's country.
Some stressed the value of the laboratory and of
clinical research in medical training; Dr. R. F.
Farquharson (Toronto), for instance, ends his
summary with these words: 'A critical research
attitude on the part of the practising doctor has a
great educational effect; it broadens his mind,
increases his comprehension, and, by its inherent
discipline, raises the standard of all aspects of his
practice '.

Other speakers stressed the importance of
finding the right teachers and of giving them
security. Professor Khanolkar (Bombay) quoted

Reinhart with approval: ' The ability to convey
knowledge and to stimulate the thought processes
of another individual is, to a general extent, an
inherent quality. Those with such ability enjoy its
application '.
The use of journals, extramural programmes

and audio-visual aids was discussed in the section
of Continuing Medical Education. Particularly
interesting was the contribution by Dr. Schretzen-
mayr (Germany) on ' Journalism as a Teaching
Method ', stressing the facts that there are too
many medical journals, that writing for medical
postgraduates was extremely difficult and that a
recent questionary in Germany showed that 70%
of 8oo doctors obtained their further education
from reading, whereas, when asked how they
would prefer to learn, only 30% expressed a
preference for reading over other methods. 'Others
declared that the reading of journals meant tor-
ment, but was a necessary evil, and was nothing
more than a substitute for being unable to attend
sufficient conferences because of lack of time or
money'. This speaker urged that the editors of
postgraduate publications, as well as those who
wrote papers in them, should take a more active
part in postgraduate education, particularly as dis-
cussion leaders at conferences. Implicit throughout
this paper is a plea for more co-ordination between
the various postgraduate activities and organisa-
tions, which is required in nearly every country
and is certainly essential if further progress is to
be made.
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