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ED-ITORIAL
THE need for more Commonwealth cooperation
in medical service, training and research has again
been stressed by Sir Douglas Robb, President of
the B.M.A., in his Presidential Address,' Medicine
and Health on a Commonwealth Basis', delivered
at Auckland on February 6. On February 11 the
British Medical Journal published this address
and, like the Lancet, devoted its first leader to
commentary upon it.

Sir Douglas Robb is a New Zealander who has
travelled extensively; last year, as Sir Arthur
Sims Commonwealth Professor, he saw for him-
self the immense need for medical services in the
African continent. The eloquence and idealism
of his appeal for a bold and imaginative approach
to the problem are striking. 'The first thing we
see in this Commonwealth picture is medical
service, our fundamental task, most unevenly
distributed. In certain parts it is quite a struggle
for a doctor to get medical'work to do, and a
proportion of what is done is of a trivial nature-
unimportant medically. In other parts there are
large numbers of human beings with little or no
prospect of service, and where buildings and
equipment are pathetically inadequate to the
demands that are or should be made on them.
'The contrast between malnutrition and emaci-

ation in one country as the dominant medical
picture, and obesity and vascular degenerations as
the besetting sins in a neighbouring one, cannot
be harboured for long in a world so full of aero-
planes, radio and television '.

This address was delivered a week after the
sixth British Commonwealth Medical Conference
had recommended the formation of a Common-
wealth Medical Association, to be sponsored by
national medical organizations, with a permanent
secretariat at the B.M.A. in London. Though
some speakers at the Conference expressed doubts
about the wisdom of forming yet another associ-
ation of associations (both Australian and Canadian
speakers, for instance, stressed the interest shown
in their countries in the World Medical Associ-
ation), the British Medical Journal welcomed it
as a further step towards the realization of the
ideal inspiring Sir Douglas Robb's address, con-
sidering that the chief emphasis had now been
laid on continuity of effort and information in the
intervals between the two-year assemblies of
Commonwealth doctors, and that further elabora-
tion would be possible.
The Lancet links Sir Douglas Robb's plan for

'an all-embracing medical plan for services, for
teaching and for research over the wide Common-
wealth' with Professor Hill's proposals, discussed
in these columns last month, suggesting for it a
simple title, the Commonwealth Medical Society,
as 'appropriate to an organ of association and
friendship rather than of government '.
That both the leading medical journals of this

country should give this theme so much pro-
minence is an indication of the interest being taken
in it and of the likelihood of further progress being
made towards its fulfilment.
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