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EDITORIAL
IN the British Aledical Journal of January 14,
I96I, Professor Kenneth Hill has drawn attention
to the need for more undergraduate and post-
graduate places in this country, at the university
and technical level, for Commonwealth students,
and for the British Government to stimulate the
recruitment of United Kingdom medical officers
for service overseas. In this paper he makes a
number of practical and constructive proposals
for dealing with a problem which is likely to
become more urgent within the next few years.
As more countries achieve their independence
within the Commonwealth and strive to raise
their standards of living, they will need not only to
send more of their doctors overseas for post-
graduate training but also to receive outside help
in staffing their own medical schools.

It would be sad indeed if any country other
than the United Kingdom and the Dominions
were to fill the major role in meeting these needs.
Yet this possibility cannot be entirely dismissed:
the Communist countries might be very willing
to take advantage of any deficiencies on our part.

Professor Hill's proposals therefore need careful
study. Particularly important is his analysis of
the reasons why young doctors are reluctant to
serve for a period overseas: the chief one, of
course, is that they lose their place in the queue
for promotion, Competition for consultant posts
is so keen that a registrar often does all he can to

avoid having to move more even than a few miles
from his teaching hospital-an absurdly parochial
attitude for which the system of promotion, not
the registrar, is to blame. To expect him to go
cheerfully, with his wife and family, to West
Africa for twNo or three years, when there is no
reasonable certainty of a place for him on his
return, is asking too much.
While acknowledging the efforts being made by

many different bodies to meet the need of the
underdeveloped countries, Professor Hill main-
tains that more co-ordination is essential and
proposes that a new body should be set up, a
Commonwealth MIedical Council for the supply
of medical officers overseas, with representation
of the Ministry of Health, the Universities and
the Royal Colleges.

In his conclusion Professor Hill says: ' It wouId
seem that some impetus should be given at a
high level so as to infuse nationally a spirit of
service and dedication to Commonwealth de-
velopment, so that service overseas (as of yore)
was part of the pattern of national life, as reflected
in medicine

For a long time to come, this traffic must be a
two-way one. Only those who work in a very
circumscribed area of London need to be re-
minded that if Commonwealth postgraduates were
to cease to come to this country in large numbers
the hospital service would break down.
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