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new growths. The book would be improved if classi-
fications of cervical polypi and the causes of post-
menopausal bleeding were included, whilst the different
manifestations of phlebitis might well appear in the
chapter devoted to pelvic infections.
Some of the diagrams are poor and those on pages

83, 93 (b) and 127 should be redrawn. Faulty proof-
reading is shown by numerous spelling mistakes (in-
cluding perenium on page i and perinium on page 27),
whilst there is a serious transposition of lines on page
140. In spite of these defects, the book well serves its
purpose as a useful aid to revision.

Contributions to Obstetrics and Gynaecology
V. N. SHIRODKAR, M.D.(BOM.), F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S.
Pp. vii + 159, illustrated. Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1960. 37s. 6d.

It is always a pleasure to read the author's account of
his own operation and the description of Shirodkar's
operation for the treatment of habitual abortion in the
second trimester of pregnancy makes this book some-
thing of a classic.

Professor Shirodkar's experience over 35 years of
specialist practice makes up the rest of the book. Some
of the other operations he describes are more debatable.
The photographs and line drawings are many and

excellent and this, no doubt, accounts for the compara-
tively high price.
Peptic Ulceration

A Symposium for Surgeons. C. A. WELLS, F.R.C.S.;
J. KYLE, M.CH., F.R.C.S. Pp. xi + 259, illustrated.
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd.
1960. 42s.

Although the cause of peptic ulceration remains
unknown, a considerable amount of significant informa-
tion about various aspects of the condition and its many
complications is constantly being discovered. Much of
this new information is of importance to the physician
and surgeon in their management of patients with a
peptic ulcer. In this monograph Professor Wells and
Mr. Kyle, assisted by a team of experts most ofwhom are
connected with Liverpool School of Medicine, set out to
describe for surgeons these recent developments, a basic
knowledge of the condition and its complications being
assumed. The book ends with translations of some of
the classical, early German contributions to the subject.

In general the book succeeds admirably in its object,
and can be recommended to surgeons as a lucid, com-
prehensive review of all the important new work in this
field of surgery. As a general comment it seems a pity
that the book is confined to the surgical aspects of the
subject. The treatment of this condition demands close
collaboration between physician and surgeon, and their
respective roles in the management of the various prob-
lems presented by peptic ulceration are so intermingled
that it seems unrealistic to discuss one without the other.
As would be expected from these authors and publishers,
the book is admirably produced and there is an excellent
subject and author index, though it is a surprise in a
book of this sort to find no reference in the index to the
Zollinger-Ellison syndrome.
The book opens with an admirable chapter on the

epidemiology of peptic ulcer, which should be read by all
those who treat this condition. There follow chapters on
etiology, clinical features, operative management, early
and late complications, and recurrent ulceration. As is
perhaps inevitable in this sort of book the standard is a
little uneven. The chapters dealing with the atiology
of peptic ulcer, its surgical management, and the delayed

complications and sequelae of partial gastrectomy are
excellent. In general, the remainder constitute useful
modem reviews of their aspects of the problem, though
the metabolic lesion in pyloric stenosis is rather super-
ficially considered. With these minor qualifications, the
book can be strongly recommended to postgraduate
students, and all those concerned with this branch of
surgery will find in this commendably brief volume
much of value and stimulus to them in their day-to-day
management of patients with this important and common
condition.

Fundamental Techniques of Plastic Surgery and
their Surgical Application

I. A. MCGREGOR; C. F. W. ILLINGWORTH. Pp.
viii + 244, illustrated. Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. I959. 30s.

The first part of this work provides a reasoned account
of the plastic surgeon's approach to the closure of
wounds, and describes in detail the techniques of
suturing and skin grafting, as well as the provision of
full skin replacement. The second part elaborates the
application of the foregoing to a wide variety of con-
ditions, including skin avulsions and neoplasms, eyelid
reconstruction, hand injuries and pressure sores. Much
sound information is readably presented and clearly
illustrated with photographs and line drawings.

Students of plastic surgery may not agree with all the
views expressed, but will find the work stimulating and
informative. Those for whom this specialty is still
mysterious will find enlightenment in its pages. One
hopes the book may not be misinterpreted as an easy
guide to plastic surgery, a mistake which could have
been rendered less likely if the author had been more
specific about how far he considered the general surgeon
should venture.

Clinical Disorders of the Pulmonary Circulation
Editors: R. DALEY, M.A., M.D.(CAMB.), F.R.C.P.;
J. F. GOODWIN, M.D., F.R.C.P.; R. E. STEINER,
M.D., N.U.I., M.R.C.P., D.M.R., F.F.R. Pp. xii + 364,with 133 illustrations. London: J. & A. Churchill
Ltd. I960. 75s.

This important book is written by a team of nine,most of whom are at the Postgraduate Medical School
of London or have been connected with it. This is both
understandable and appropriate when one remembers
the great contributions which stem from the pioneerwork of McMichael and Sharpey-Schafer. The book
will interest all who are concerned with heart and lungdisease, and parts of it could be recommended to
students.
The subject is covered in 14 chapters, each of which

has been written by an individual, and the approach is
not standardized. One sympathizes with the editors in
their task of handling such a team, all writing within a
restricted field; and one can agree that there is merit
in allowing the contributors ' free expression of views
and presentation'. Nevertheless, stricter editorial
policy would improve subsequent editions. The book
approximates more to a comprehensive account of the
pulmonary circulation in health and disease than its title
implies, and the contributors might have produced
accounts with less overlap and fewer omissions had such
an approach been made explicit and imposed by the
editors. Specific examples of unrewarding overlapinclude the anatomical details in the chapters on
anatomy and radiology, and the several variations on a
common theme of the classification of pulmonaryhypertension (the theme itself coming in for criticism
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from Dr. Paul Wood in the foreword). On the other
hand, accounts of the effects of disorders of the pul-
monary circulation on cardiac or pulmonary function
are scanty.
The book is therefore difficult to review as a whole

and is best judged by the merit of the individual chap-
ters, nearly all of which are good. Physiology and
Hemodynamics by Lee, Radiology by Steiner, Chronic
Pulmonary Heart Disease by McMichael, and Chronic
Pulmonary Disease by Hugh-Jones are particularly
thoughtful and authoritative. Dr. Paul Wood con-
tributes a foreword which would justify a review in its
own right. He makes characteristic suggestions for
altering the terminology in general use: adoption of his
recommendations might make communication easier
but some common words would have to adjust their
meaning.
The book is clearly written, beautifully produced and

fairly priced.
Experiments and Observations on the Gastric Juice
and the Physiology of Digestion

WILLIAM BEAUMONT, M.D. Pp. xl + 280, illus-
trated. New York: Dover Publications Inc.
I959. $1.50.

Classics of Medicine and Surgery
Collected by C. N. B. CAMAC. Pp. x + 435,
illustrated. New York: Dover Publications Inc.
1959. $2.25.

The first of these books is more than a reprint, it is
a facsimile of the original edition of 1833, together with
Sir William Osler's biographical essay 'A Pioneer
American Physiologist' (an address delivered to the
St. Louis Medical Society on October 4, 1902). It has
been made from a copy loaned by the late Dr. John
Fulton, and includes the three illustrations. The book
is well printed on good paper and bound in a stiff card.
The publishers are to be congratulated on their enter-
prise, for they have given us a classic in an attractive
form at a very reasonable price.
A companion volume, 'Classics of Medicine and

Surgery', brings together papers by Lister, Harvey,
Laennec, Auenbrugger, Jenner, Morton, Simpson and
Holmes in a form similar to the above.

Care of the Surgical Patient
JACOB A. GLASSMAN; RAYMOND W. MCNEALY.
Pp. 320. Baltimore: The Williams and Wilkins
Co. 1959.

To criticize this book rationally is difficult because
the aim of the authors is nowhere adequately defined.
The book is described as an outgrowth of a previous
volume entitled ' Surgical Care ', and it bears evidence
of heterogeneity. The foreword (by Dr. John J. Farrell)
describes the work as being intended for the surgeon
and as dealing with pre- and post-operative management,
while Dr. Glassman in his introduction says that the
book is intended ' primarily for the guidance of surgeons,
surgical residents and nurses'. Certainly there are
whole sections addressed directly and entirely to nurses.
None the less, there are many good things in this book.

The reader will find plenty of sound advice, e.g.
'electrolyte and fluid therapy is not an exact science ...
ideal results are usually attained by intelligently com-
bining careful clinical observation with accurate labora-
tory studies '. Inevitably, no one will agree with every
detail of management recommended; on the other hand,
no one will quarrel with the broad outlines.

Probably the greatest value of this book would be as
a vade-mecum to the house surgeon during the first few
weeks of his first appointment; that is, until he ' gets
the feel ' of looking after patients. As a reference book
for the more experienced man, the volume suffers from
having no chapter index and no system of numbering
for its sections. As an exposition of surgical thought the
theoretical sections are detracted from by their being
sandwiched between, and compressed by, the wealth of
practical detail. Finally, the note form in which the
book is written and the frequent use of the exclamation
mark make it sometimes an irritating book to read.

Intra-osseous Venography
R. A. SCHOBINGER, M.D. Pp. x + 244, illustrated.
New York and London: Grune and Stratton Inc.
1960. $14.50.

Intra-osseous venography is one of the newer radio-
logical techniques and Dr. Schobinger has extensive
experience in this field. His book is based on the results
of 1,200 intra-osseous injections at 14 different sites.
The technique is described in detail and well illustrated
by excellent photographs and diagrams. He has not
encountered any serious complications, which is a
tribute to the quality of his work. He has found,the
method of particular value in the investigation of
malignant glands from breast carcinoma, in the study of
the azygos system, and in the study of the vertebral
venous system. The author makes many interesting
observations concerning the dynamic physiology of these
systems, and it is surprising that he dismisses serial
films as being of little value. I doubt whether this
technique is useful as a method of angiocardiography, as
the rate of injection must be slow. His observations of
the superficial and deep venous pathways of the lower
limb in thrombosis and in atherosclerosis are of particular
interest.

This book is well written and is profusely and beauti-
fully illustrated. There is much to recommend the
method of explaining X-ray plates by diagrams. The
X-ray reproductions are of the high quality that one so
often finds in American textbooks. Specialists interested
in this field should read this book, as it contains a fund
of useful information.

Modern Trends in Occupational Health
Editor: R. S. F. SCHILLING, M.D., M.R.C.P., D.P.H.,
D.I.H. Pp. ix + 313 + index. London: Butter-
worth. I960. 67s 6d.

This is the latest volume in the 'Modem Trends'
series. It is highly specialized and yet covers a wide
field-very nearly the whole field of modern industry in
its effect on the health and well-being of the worker.
The list of contributors is catholic: the engineer, the

chemist, the social investigator and the lawyer all have
their place. It should be mentioned, of course, that
doctors are also included.

Reference is made to the early days when industrial
disease was gross and fatal and severe industrial accidents
frequent. In those days the chief cause was the public
attitude and the attitude of the employer, which was
often callous and mean-spirited.
Nowadays this cannot be said and a network of

legislation protects the worker from known preventable
hazards. Disease and ill health today in industry are
mainly due to the multiplicity and complexity of indus-
trial processes, and the rapidity with which they vary in
nature and increase in number. This means that know-
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