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DOCTORS AND DISEASE IN TUDOR
TIMES

(Based upon the Fitzpatrick Lectures for
I958-59 delivered before the Royal College

of Physicians of London)
By W. S. C. COPEMAN, O.B.E., M.A., M.D.

(Cantab.), F.R.C.P.(Lond.). Pp. xiv + i86,
illustrated. London: Dawson's. I960. 42S.
The study of the history of medicine plays

little part in the average medical student's cur-
riculum, especially at the present day, when so
much of scientific technique has to be inculcated
that little spare time is available for subjects that
have not immediate or direct bearing upon his
duties in the hospital. This is a pity, for the
story of the gradual development of the art of the
physician and surgeon from the earliest times to
the present day is full of interest, and by no means
without educational importance. In the intro-
duction to his book Dr. Copeman reminds us that
medical history, properly studied, 'will generally
lead us to the conclusion that our forefather's
actions and beliefs were not so stupid as we had
been led to believe.' In this volume, the prepara-
tion of which has obviously entailed a vast amount
of painstaking research, the Tudor period is
designated by that most appropriate phrase: ' The
intellectual adolescence of England.' Dr. Cope-
man shows how in the realm of medical science it
laid what proved to be the foundations of ordered
and systematic enquiry, and ultimately brought
about the unity of the medical profession in an
organized and responsible fellowship.
The main object of the book is to trace the

gradual growth of the experimental method which
followed the foundation of the Royal College of
Physicians by King Henry VIII, and the weaning
of the medical profession from the dominance of
the ecclesiastics. Of this the author has given us
a clear and fascinating picture, full of detail and
anecdote, illustrating how, in his own words, 'the
early years of the Tudor dynasty represent the
deliberate emergence of cultural and intellectual
activity in England out of the stasis of the mediaeval
era, under the impact of the continental Renais-
sance.'
The literary style of this work is scholarly and

attractive, and the charm of the volume is increased
by the addition of numerous pictures, excellently

reproduced from old originals. The book is of
convenient size, and has -a useful bibliography and
a good index. It should have a place in the library
of every medical graduate who loves history and
who can appreciate a literary work of art.

A SYMPOSIUM ON INDUSTRIAL
PULMONARY DISEASES

Edited by E. J. KING, Ph.D., D.Sc., F.R.I.C., and
C. M. FLETCHER, C.B.E., M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.
Pp. vii + 273, with 98 illustrations. London:
J. & A. Churchill Ltd. I960. 32S.
This is an important and much needed book.

It consists of the contributions, by a number of
active investigators, to a symposium held at the
Postgraduate Medical School of London two
years ago.
The contributors are all, it is true, acknowledged

experts. But if (as I believe to be the case) mastery
of a difficult subject is shown by ability to clarify
and simplify it for those without special experience
or detailed knowledge, one does not need to know
their names to recognize them as experts, and the
beautifully clear exposition makes the book easy
and enjoyable to read.
Here we have brought together in the sur-

prisingly small compass of 269 pages a wide range
of active investigation and research, and although
(as is admitted by the editors) coal miners' pneu-
moconiosis is given the lion's share of attention,
the book is fairly comprehensive. Of course,
there will be some with reservations on this last
point. For example, it might be suggested that
rather more attention might have been given to the
pulmonary disabilities of the foundry worker. We
are told that, unlike the experience in other dusty
occupations, no evidence of a raised prevalence of
bronchitis among foundry workers can be found.
But a little more information about the natural
history and prevalence of the foundry worker's
pneumoconiosis would perhaps have been welcome
to the ordinary reader. However, to do more
than mention this or any other similar point, in
the presence of so much excellence, would be
captious.
The book is unusually well bound, and the

paper is good.
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