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The Royal Commission have recommended that

the remuneration of general practitioners should
be increased and that extra awards should be paid
to a number ofthem as recognition of distinguished
general practice. The Commission express the
hope that certain adjustments might be possible in
favour of rural and of single-handed practitioners
and of assistants, and suggest machinery for the
future review of remuneration.

It is generally agreed that a certain malaise has
afflicted general practice since the introduction of
the National Health Service; the present pro-
posals, while going a long way towards removing a
long-standing and genuine grievance, will relieve
only one of the causes of this symptom, the one
that is most easily expressed and on which there is
most general agreement. The long lists, the long
hours, the sense of isolation can perhaps be modi-
fied by further reforms, but many of the frustra-
tions of general practice arise from recent develop-
ments in medicine itself. The general practitioner
may reasonably feel a little outmoded and un-
comfortable in a world in which so much popular
interest in the press and on television is con-
centrated on the dramatic advances that have been
made in recent years in diagnosis and treatment,
and on the work of large hospitals, from which he
has for a long time felt excluded.
Yet there never was a more general need for good

medical care on the part of the patient's family
-doctor: the increasing complexity of modern
methods of investigation and treatment make it
more, not less, necessary that there should be some-

one in ultimate charge of the patient who is a
' general practitioner' in the full sense of those
words. It is paradoxical and absurd that, at the
very time when his service is most required, the
G.P. should be frustrated by doubts about his own
role and importance.
The latest study produced by the Nuffield

Provincial Hospitals Trust (' The Demand for
Medical Care', by Gordon Forsyth and Robert
Logan, published by the Oxford University Press)
draws attention to the fact that the proper func-
tioning of the general practitioner can reduce the
demand for hospital beds far more than might be
supposed, but it is pointed out that this assumes
that the entire system of medical care revolves
round the general practitioner, who integrates the
many services provided. This assumption is not
valid, and is not likely to become so, it is concluded.
The authors found no relationship between the
size of practice list, the frequency and cost of
drug prescribing, availability of pathological and
of X-ray facilities and the rate of referral to
hospital. They felt that this must cast doubt on
the assertion that larger capitation fees and smaller
lists would reduce the last of these. This is a
small study, but the suggestions made in it at
least go to show that the causes of the malaise are
not only material ones. There seems to be a
need for a new determination to stress the central
position and importance of the general practitioner
by everyone concerned, from those who teach him
to those who represent him.
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