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It is a truism that medical knowledge is now
advancing so rapidly that it is becoming in-
creasingly difficult for any one person to keep
well-informed about the latest developments in
his own particular field, let alone those in other
specialties. Many medical journals attempt to
help readers to overcome these difficulties by
publishing leading articles commenting critically
on recent developments, or carefully written review
articles summarizing the year's literature and the
progress made in particular fields. There is an
increasing tendency for such journals to publish
symposia devoted exclusively to particular topics
and consisting of a number of monographs dealing
with closely related subjects or with different
aspects of the same subject. Many symposia,
published in book form, are the printed pro-
ceedings of Conferences devoted to particular
subjects and it is now the rule to include in them a
verbatim report of the discussions that follow the
communications. These reports, comprising the
'off-the-cuff ' comments of experts, are often very

stimulating and rewarding to read, when not too
carefully edited.
The Symposium, in fact, is now a permanent

feature of medical literature and is to some extent
replacing individual monographs and text books
as a means of surveying recent advances for a large
number of readers. The Postgraduate Medical
J'ournal, in conformity with this practice, is
publishing an increasing proportion of special
numbers in the form of symposia. The present
one, devoted to Endocrine Tumours, surveys
what has frequently been a 'no-man's land'
lying between the territories of the physician, the
surgeon, the endocrinologist and the biochemist.
Each paper has been contributed by an author
with specialized knowledge of his subject who has
drawn on his own experience in writing it, so that
it is of practical value as well as of theoretical
interest. The present symposium should there-
fore provide a great deal of information not readily
accessible elsewhere, as well as a comprehensive
bibliography.
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