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of the material is already available in their published
papers. The diagnostic techniques are fully
described, emphasis being rightly placed upon the
place of cerebral arteriography. The varieties of
fracture with their particular complications are well
described and a complete chapter is allowed for the
vascular lesions, haemorrhages and haematomata
which follow injury. Thereafter the other compli-
cations and sequelae are discussed. A special
section is allowed for head injuries in infants and
children and also for head injuries in sports. The
medico-legal aspects are considered too. The book
ends with the general care and surgical techniques
in treatment; the illustrations are excellent.
Throughout the book there are numerous case

reports described entirely by photographs, angio-
grams, pneumo-encephalograms, ventriculograms
and electroencephalograms. Credit must go to the
publishers for reproducing these beautifully on
excellent paper.
This volume ought to be read and possessed by

all surgeons who have to deal with head injuries in
children or adults.

HERNIA
By SIR HENEAGE OGILVIE, K.B.E., M.A., M.Ch.,
M.D., F.R.C.S. Pp. I35. London: Ed. Arnold
(Publishers) Ltd. I959. 28s.
Few surgeons have the gift of self expression:

one of the paradoxes of medical writing is that much
of the best material is cloaked in such obscurity that
the reader must procrastinate, and never can find
time to get back to it. Text books are among the
worst offenders, and the prospect of a whole book
on hernia is enough to daunt the toughest reviewer.
That is to say, except the author be one of Sir
Heneage Ogilvie's easy competence, sure footed as
a wing three-quarter, a lifetime's experience and a
natural lucidity his ingredients for a small book
which may well become a surgical classic. If there
is anyone who thinks that hernia is dull stuff let
him come to his senses, with Sir Heneage to lighten
his shadows the subject will come alive. How good
it is to read of oblique, and umbilical hernia. Why
do we still teach students indirect and paraum-
bilical ? These as terms are on a par with
Hesselbach's triangle which as the author points
out have confused generations of us into yielding
to unnecessary ignorance about the simple anatomy
of inguinal hernia.
There are a few typographical errors; for example,

Fig. 5 should show the external, not the internal
iliac artery; perhaps we mostly put a' c ' in acquired
(Fig. 9), and the usual name for the condition
shown in Fig. io f is infantile hydrocele.

These, however, are unworthy comment, faults
that have to be searched for, almost invisible
blemishes in a thoroughly admirable book which no
student, surgeon-in-training, or established con-
sultant can afford to miss. The illustrations are
excellent.

CANCER OF THE SKIN

By J. C. BELISARIO, C.B.E., M.D., D.D.M.;
lecturer in dermatology, University of Sydney;
Senior Physician for Diseases of the Skin, Royal
Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney. Pp. 335.
London: Butterworth & Co. Ltd. I959. 508.
Skin cancer is very common in Australia where a

fair-skinned population, much engaged in out-door
activities, is thus exposed to sunlight. In the ageing
population of the United Kingdom incidence is
likely to rise also. The subject is important and
Dr. Belisario's able monograph fulfills a need.
His authority derives from his vast experience and
because he is a dermatologist who personally under-
takes the treatment of skin cancer whether by
surgery or radiotherapy (a treatment actually
preferred by him for early or moderately advanced
carcinoma is by combined cautery, curettage and the
application of a podophyllin paint).

All doctors who deal with cutaneous malignancy
will profit from the book. The interested practi-
tioner or medical officer will find excellent clinical
description supplemented by many helpful photo-
graphs including eight colour plates. The dermato-
logist must read it for its concise yet detailed in-
formation and important views on origins, classi-
fication and terminology. There is an extensive,
widely ranging bibliography. An appendix, pre-
pared while the main book was already undergoing
publication, brings the subject right up to date.
The radiotherapist, general and plastic surgeon
who treat skin cancer will obtain precise advice on
management, as well as the opportunity to refresh
themselves on clinical appearances, histological
details and differential diagnosis.

REVERSIBLE RENAL INSUFFICIENCY:
DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT

By D. H. ATLAS and P. GABERMAN. Pp. 233, figs.
i9. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox Ltd.
56s.
This is an uneven book. The authors review the

subject extensively, with 414 references. It is a
surprise to find references I I9-I2I given as ' Gaber-
man et al.' in the bibliography. (This discourtesy
is occasionally extended to others.) A section of
50 pages is devoted to Disturbances of Calcium
Metabolism yet some recent work that is germane is
omitted. On the other hand the renal effects of
potassium deficiency are dismissed in two para-
graphs, included for some obscure reason under
the heading 'Potassium losing nephritis.' On p.
I51 the authors agree that alkalosis alone does not
produce permanent renal damage, but they appear
to contradict this on p. I79. They print many
detailed case histories, which always increase the
interest of a book of this kind, but include many
vague observations ('A positive Chvostek's sign
was controlled with oral vitamin D and calcium ')
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and their carelessness with dates on pp. 200-20I
does not increase one's confidence. They have
some interesting and definite opinions on milk and
alkalies but seem curiously undecided about
sarcoidosis, and hardly come to grips at all with
the hepato-renal syndrome. The inclusion of
Fig. 3 on p. 59 is pointless, but it reappears with a
slightly different meaning on p. 94, though the
equation it represents is misprinted on p. 93 and K
is said to be a constant, a statement contradicted
(correctly) 4 lines later. The book is well produced
but expensive.

ANTIBIOTICS ANNUAL, i958-1959
Edited by HENRY WELCH, Ph.D., and FELIX MARTI-

IBANEZ, M.D. Pp. xvii + 1107. New York:
Interscience Publishers Ltd. I959. Price 90s.
The Antibiotics Annual 1958-59 records the

proceedings of the Sixth Annual Symposium on
Antibiotics. The first five papers are by Sir
Howard Florey and Drs. Marti-Ibanez, Waksman,
Keefer and Dowling and review the historic per-
spective of antibiotic therapy. The remaining
communications range from human disease to
animal feeding. The subjects are no longer
strictly confined to the laboratory testing of anti-
biotics and to clinical trials and reports, but now
include information on new steroids and the
epidemiology of hospital strains of staphylococci.
The drive for new antibiotics appears to be

slackening. Combined antibiotics such as oleando-
mycin-tetracycline act fairly well in districts where
organisms are not already resistant to one of them.
Unfortunately oleandomycin shows cross resistance
with erythromycin with 'trained' staphylococci
but some wild strains show dissociated resistance,
so the two must be tested for separately. It appears
from the paper of Colville and his associates that
in this group erythromycin is better than triacetyl-
oleandomycin especially when in the form of the
propionate, a preparation on which much work
appears this year.
No very new developments in the systemic

therapy of fungus diseases, neoplasms or viruses
have been reported. The Annual gives a good
survey of the growing aspects of chemotherapy.

TEXTBOOK OF PHYSIOLOGY
AND BIOCHEMISTRY

By G. H. BELL, M.D., F.R.F.P.S.G., F.R.S.E.,
J. N. DAVIDSON, M.D., D.Sc., F.R.F.P.S.G.,
F.R.S.E., and H. SCARBOROUGH, M.B., Ph.D.,
F.R.C.P.E. Fourth Edition. Pp. xi + 1,065,
illustrated. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd. 1958. 63s.
B.D.S. has become a favourite among medical

students studying for the second M.B. The
authors have made an effort to keep the textbook up

to date and the fourth edition appears only nine
years after the first. Medical knowledge is ad-
vancing at such a rapid rate, especially in the
fundamental and pre-clinical sciences, that it is
almost impossible to encompass an adequate amount
ofphysiology and biochemistry, even in I,ooo pages.
For this reason many of the sections in this book
seem incomplete. For example, the section on the
respiratory blood gases is inadequate according to
modem standards and still retains the outdated
units of measurement of volume per cent. for CO2
content. Recent views on renal function get scant
mention, although they have meant very much in
the elucidation of clinical problems. The section
on acid-base balance and hydrogen ion regulation is
also much too short. One can only refer to one's
original comment that in order to cover the whole
field the authors have been obliged to leave out
much. The popularity of the book stems from the
fact that what is described is described well,
succinctly, and accurately.

CELL AND TISSUE CULTURE
By JOHN PAUL, M.B., M.R.C.P.Ed. Pp. viii + 261,

illustrated. Edinburgh: E. and S. Livingstone
Ltd. I959. 30s.
This book is welcome as an up-to-date account

of techniques and applications of tissue culture. It
is divided into four parts. The first describes the
principles of cell culture, the second the pre-
paration of materials, the third special techniques
and the last special applications of cell and tissue
culture methods. An effort has been made to
incorporate some of the more important develop-
ments which have occurred in this field over the
last few years.

It is a book which will be more valuable to the
worker at the bench than for the reader interested
in theoretical aspects of tissue culture. One of the
most useful sections of the book is that which gives
sources for special apparatus and equipment.
Suggestions are made for the basic apparatus needed
to equip a tissue culture unit. There is no doubt
that this work will gain a place on the shelves of
many workers engaged in the expanding field of
tissue culture.

SURGICAL TECHNIQUE
By STEPHEN POWER, M.S., F.R.C.S. Second

Edition. Pp. x + 411, illustrated. London:
William Heinemann Ltd. 1959. 403.
This little mine of information appears in its

second edition thoroughly revised. It is essentially
very readable but it would appear to fall in a cleft
stick. Its pearls of surgical wisdom and experience
are beyond the house officer, so one must conclude
that it is for the registrar. On the other hand, at its
price he is more likely to select a volume with
broader scope. In spite of this criticism, the reader
is assured that he will enjoy reading it.
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