
706 POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL December 1959
the time that the book went to press. It must be
unprecedented for a textbook to contain reports of
papers with later dates of publication than its own.

For the technician this book will not take the
place of 'Mackie and McCartney'; it does not
contain enough technical detail. Criticism on these
lines could be met by providing appendices on
formulae and technical methods, but, on the whole,
I think this would be a mistake. The advanced
worker will enjoy reading this book, but will not
find that it relieves him of the need to refer to
'Topley and Wilson' or to ' Bergey' for detailed
information either on the botany of organisms or
the epidemiology of diseases.

Stewart achieves what he sets out to do: he
gives a clear presentation of bacteriology for
medical students, emphasizing the important prin-
ciples and excluding all the detail that can safely
be left in the reference books.

PRACTICAL OBSTETRIC PROBLEMS
By IAN DONALD, M.B.E., M.D.(Lond.), F.R.C.O.G.
2nd edition. Pp. xvi + 712, illustrated. London:
Lloyd-Luke (Medical Books) Ltd. I959. 55s.
This is a nice, friendly book: it is also a very

useful book and especially so for the postgraduate
practitioner of obstetrics, whether he be working in
hospital or whether he has a large obstetric list in
general practice.
The outstanding chapter, as would be expected

from Professor Donald, who has done so much
original research on the subject, is on the resuscita-
tion of the newborn.
One thing the reviewer cannot understand is,

when an author has such felicity of style as Professor
Donald undoubtedly has, that he should ask other
collaborators to write even short chapters for him
on subjects that are well within the scope of anybody
actively in practice in obstetrics. These chapters
by outside collaborators-and there are only three
or four of them-are not quite up to the standard
of the rest of the book. The book is written in a
somewhat conversational style, which makes it far
easier to read than if it had been written in a
lecturing style. I should say it has obviously been
dictated rather than written by hand. That adds
to its length, but also greatly to its readability.

Every practical obstetric problem that can arise
is dealt with and, although there are already two
good books on practical obstetrics in the English
language, they are much larger in size and scope
than this one and much more expensive.
The reviewer would say that this is probably

the book to have by one's side to turn to for day-
to-day handling of obstetric problems and the larger
books should only be used by the postgraduate
mainly as a reference.
The publishers, incidentally, should be con-

gratulated on the excellence of the presentation.
The print is beautiful and the book handles very
well.

THE BRITISH ENCYLOPAEDIA OF MEDICAL
PRACTICE

Medical Progress and Cumulative Supplement
Second Edition. Pp. 395. London: Butterworth
& Co. Ltd. 1958. 35s.
Medical Progress, apart from being an important

and necessary up to date addition to the I2 volumes
of the Encyclopaedia Proper, possesses the added
advantage of providing a concise account of the
most important current advances in medicine,
surgery and their main specialities. This volume
can therefore be strongly recommended as a useful
addition to the library of Practitioners, Post-
graduates and Specialists who do not actually possess
the Encyclopaedia.

Part I of Medical Progress consists of articles on
general medicine, surgery, obstetrics and gynae-
cology by well-known contributors. The im-
portance and complexity of moder anaesthesia is
indicated by a contribution of greater length than
that on general medicine, while the newest speciality,
Aviation Medicine, occupies an important chapter.
A short paper on the new Pharmacopoeia will be

welcome in addition to a 30-page account of the
recent developments in Pharmacology and Thera-
peutics which forms Part II of the volume. This
well documented section provides more than zoo
references.
The reader will find chapters by well-known

authors on cardiology, chest diseases, industrial
diseases, neurology and paediatrics. There are
useful accounts on congenital heart disease in
children, radiation hazards, virus diseases and
pathology. Each chapter offers a good bibliography.

Part III of Medical Progress consists of abstracts
with key numbers enabling easy reference to the
Encyclopaedia itself.
The Cumulative Index offers the reader all the

most recent information on all subjects dealt with
in the Encyclopaedia and is an essential annual
addition to the major work.

HEAD INJURIES
By E. S. GURDJIAN, M.D., and J. E. WEBSTER, M.D.

Pp. 482, illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill
Ltd. 1958. Ioos.
This new book from Detroit is based on the wide

experience of the two authors with the clinical,
neurosurgical and experimental aspects of head
injuries-both civil and military. They are to be
congratulated upon the result of their labour for
this will become a standard text on the subject.

First there is an interesting chapter on the history
of head injuries culled from writings through the
ages and then the essential anatomy is reviewed.
Next is a chapter dealing with the mechanisms of
head injury and here the experimental observations
of the authors are recorded. These are absorbing
but this chapter might have been shortened as much
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of the material is already available in their published
papers. The diagnostic techniques are fully
described, emphasis being rightly placed upon the
place of cerebral arteriography. The varieties of
fracture with their particular complications are well
described and a complete chapter is allowed for the
vascular lesions, haemorrhages and haematomata
which follow injury. Thereafter the other compli-
cations and sequelae are discussed. A special
section is allowed for head injuries in infants and
children and also for head injuries in sports. The
medico-legal aspects are considered too. The book
ends with the general care and surgical techniques
in treatment; the illustrations are excellent.
Throughout the book there are numerous case

reports described entirely by photographs, angio-
grams, pneumo-encephalograms, ventriculograms
and electroencephalograms. Credit must go to the
publishers for reproducing these beautifully on
excellent paper.
This volume ought to be read and possessed by

all surgeons who have to deal with head injuries in
children or adults.

HERNIA
By SIR HENEAGE OGILVIE, K.B.E., M.A., M.Ch.,
M.D., F.R.C.S. Pp. I35. London: Ed. Arnold
(Publishers) Ltd. I959. 28s.
Few surgeons have the gift of self expression:

one of the paradoxes of medical writing is that much
of the best material is cloaked in such obscurity that
the reader must procrastinate, and never can find
time to get back to it. Text books are among the
worst offenders, and the prospect of a whole book
on hernia is enough to daunt the toughest reviewer.
That is to say, except the author be one of Sir
Heneage Ogilvie's easy competence, sure footed as
a wing three-quarter, a lifetime's experience and a
natural lucidity his ingredients for a small book
which may well become a surgical classic. If there
is anyone who thinks that hernia is dull stuff let
him come to his senses, with Sir Heneage to lighten
his shadows the subject will come alive. How good
it is to read of oblique, and umbilical hernia. Why
do we still teach students indirect and paraum-
bilical ? These as terms are on a par with
Hesselbach's triangle which as the author points
out have confused generations of us into yielding
to unnecessary ignorance about the simple anatomy
of inguinal hernia.
There are a few typographical errors; for example,

Fig. 5 should show the external, not the internal
iliac artery; perhaps we mostly put a' c ' in acquired
(Fig. 9), and the usual name for the condition
shown in Fig. io f is infantile hydrocele.

These, however, are unworthy comment, faults
that have to be searched for, almost invisible
blemishes in a thoroughly admirable book which no
student, surgeon-in-training, or established con-
sultant can afford to miss. The illustrations are
excellent.

CANCER OF THE SKIN

By J. C. BELISARIO, C.B.E., M.D., D.D.M.;
lecturer in dermatology, University of Sydney;
Senior Physician for Diseases of the Skin, Royal
Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney. Pp. 335.
London: Butterworth & Co. Ltd. I959. 508.
Skin cancer is very common in Australia where a

fair-skinned population, much engaged in out-door
activities, is thus exposed to sunlight. In the ageing
population of the United Kingdom incidence is
likely to rise also. The subject is important and
Dr. Belisario's able monograph fulfills a need.
His authority derives from his vast experience and
because he is a dermatologist who personally under-
takes the treatment of skin cancer whether by
surgery or radiotherapy (a treatment actually
preferred by him for early or moderately advanced
carcinoma is by combined cautery, curettage and the
application of a podophyllin paint).

All doctors who deal with cutaneous malignancy
will profit from the book. The interested practi-
tioner or medical officer will find excellent clinical
description supplemented by many helpful photo-
graphs including eight colour plates. The dermato-
logist must read it for its concise yet detailed in-
formation and important views on origins, classi-
fication and terminology. There is an extensive,
widely ranging bibliography. An appendix, pre-
pared while the main book was already undergoing
publication, brings the subject right up to date.
The radiotherapist, general and plastic surgeon
who treat skin cancer will obtain precise advice on
management, as well as the opportunity to refresh
themselves on clinical appearances, histological
details and differential diagnosis.

REVERSIBLE RENAL INSUFFICIENCY:
DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT

By D. H. ATLAS and P. GABERMAN. Pp. 233, figs.
i9. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox Ltd.
56s.
This is an uneven book. The authors review the

subject extensively, with 414 references. It is a
surprise to find references I I9-I2I given as ' Gaber-
man et al.' in the bibliography. (This discourtesy
is occasionally extended to others.) A section of
50 pages is devoted to Disturbances of Calcium
Metabolism yet some recent work that is germane is
omitted. On the other hand the renal effects of
potassium deficiency are dismissed in two para-
graphs, included for some obscure reason under
the heading 'Potassium losing nephritis.' On p.
I51 the authors agree that alkalosis alone does not
produce permanent renal damage, but they appear
to contradict this on p. I79. They print many
detailed case histories, which always increase the
interest of a book of this kind, but include many
vague observations ('A positive Chvostek's sign
was controlled with oral vitamin D and calcium ')
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