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the time that the book went to press. It must be
unprecedented for a textbook to contain reports of
papers with later dates of publication than its own.

For the technician this book will not take the
place of 'Mackie and McCartney'; it does not
contain enough technical detail. Criticism on these
lines could be met by providing appendices on
formulae and technical methods, but, on the whole,
I think this would be a mistake. The advanced
worker will enjoy reading this book, but will not
find that it relieves him of the need to refer to
'Topley and Wilson' or to ' Bergey' for detailed
information either on the botany of organisms or
the epidemiology of diseases.

Stewart achieves what he sets out to do: he
gives a clear presentation of bacteriology for
medical students, emphasizing the important prin-
ciples and excluding all the detail that can safely
be left in the reference books.

PRACTICAL OBSTETRIC PROBLEMS
By IAN DONALD, M.B.E., M.D.(Lond.), F.R.C.O.G.
2nd edition. Pp. xvi + 712, illustrated. London:
Lloyd-Luke (Medical Books) Ltd. I959. 55s.
This is a nice, friendly book: it is also a very

useful book and especially so for the postgraduate
practitioner of obstetrics, whether he be working in
hospital or whether he has a large obstetric list in
general practice.
The outstanding chapter, as would be expected

from Professor Donald, who has done so much
original research on the subject, is on the resuscita-
tion of the newborn.
One thing the reviewer cannot understand is,

when an author has such felicity of style as Professor
Donald undoubtedly has, that he should ask other
collaborators to write even short chapters for him
on subjects that are well within the scope of anybody
actively in practice in obstetrics. These chapters
by outside collaborators-and there are only three
or four of them-are not quite up to the standard
of the rest of the book. The book is written in a
somewhat conversational style, which makes it far
easier to read than if it had been written in a
lecturing style. I should say it has obviously been
dictated rather than written by hand. That adds
to its length, but also greatly to its readability.

Every practical obstetric problem that can arise
is dealt with and, although there are already two
good books on practical obstetrics in the English
language, they are much larger in size and scope
than this one and much more expensive.
The reviewer would say that this is probably

the book to have by one's side to turn to for day-
to-day handling of obstetric problems and the larger
books should only be used by the postgraduate
mainly as a reference.
The publishers, incidentally, should be con-

gratulated on the excellence of the presentation.
The print is beautiful and the book handles very
well.

THE BRITISH ENCYLOPAEDIA OF MEDICAL
PRACTICE

Medical Progress and Cumulative Supplement
Second Edition. Pp. 395. London: Butterworth
& Co. Ltd. 1958. 35s.
Medical Progress, apart from being an important

and necessary up to date addition to the I2 volumes
of the Encyclopaedia Proper, possesses the added
advantage of providing a concise account of the
most important current advances in medicine,
surgery and their main specialities. This volume
can therefore be strongly recommended as a useful
addition to the library of Practitioners, Post-
graduates and Specialists who do not actually possess
the Encyclopaedia.

Part I of Medical Progress consists of articles on
general medicine, surgery, obstetrics and gynae-
cology by well-known contributors. The im-
portance and complexity of moder anaesthesia is
indicated by a contribution of greater length than
that on general medicine, while the newest speciality,
Aviation Medicine, occupies an important chapter.
A short paper on the new Pharmacopoeia will be

welcome in addition to a 30-page account of the
recent developments in Pharmacology and Thera-
peutics which forms Part II of the volume. This
well documented section provides more than zoo
references.
The reader will find chapters by well-known

authors on cardiology, chest diseases, industrial
diseases, neurology and paediatrics. There are
useful accounts on congenital heart disease in
children, radiation hazards, virus diseases and
pathology. Each chapter offers a good bibliography.

Part III of Medical Progress consists of abstracts
with key numbers enabling easy reference to the
Encyclopaedia itself.
The Cumulative Index offers the reader all the

most recent information on all subjects dealt with
in the Encyclopaedia and is an essential annual
addition to the major work.

HEAD INJURIES
By E. S. GURDJIAN, M.D., and J. E. WEBSTER, M.D.

Pp. 482, illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill
Ltd. 1958. Ioos.
This new book from Detroit is based on the wide

experience of the two authors with the clinical,
neurosurgical and experimental aspects of head
injuries-both civil and military. They are to be
congratulated upon the result of their labour for
this will become a standard text on the subject.

First there is an interesting chapter on the history
of head injuries culled from writings through the
ages and then the essential anatomy is reviewed.
Next is a chapter dealing with the mechanisms of
head injury and here the experimental observations
of the authors are recorded. These are absorbing
but this chapter might have been shortened as much
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