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THE PATHOLOGY OF TUMOURS OF THE
NERVOUS SYSTEM

By DOROTHY S. RUSSELL, Sc.D., M.A., M.D.,
F.R.C.P., LL.D., and L. J. RUBINSTEIN, M.D.
First Edition. Pp. 310 + index, 286 illustra-
tions. London: Edward Arnold Ltd. I959.
70s.
Despite the mushroom growth of new laboratory

techniques, histopathology is clearly no dying art.
A dozen years ago the publication of a textbook
devoted exclusively to tumour pathology was an
event; but the last decade has seen separate mono-
graphs on tumours of bone, tumours of lymphoid
tissue and so forth. Indeed, an up-to-date work on
brain tumours might almost be considered overdue.
The present book is a companion to the recently

published volume of 'Neuropathology' by Professor
Greenfield and his colleagues. The two volumes
are identical in format and lay-out, with the
chapters broken up, by headings in heavy type,
into readily digestible sub-sections. This makes it
easy, with the aid of a well-prepared index, to find
what one is looking for in a few moments. One
significant difference between the two books is
entirely commendable: Russell and Rubinstein
wisely shun the tiresome American system of
numbering the illustrations adopted by Greenfield,
and stick to orthodox serial enumeration.
These illustrations are abundant-there are, for

example, 26 in the chapter on meningiomas alone-
and of excellent quality. This last point is of
considerable importance to the general pathologist
anxious to extend his experience. For this book
is surely not for the specialist alone. Those who
may have come to think of neuropathology as an
exotic study for the highly trained few should note
that the stains and techniques used on most of the
preparations illustrated are within the capacity of the
humblest histology laboratory.

In the chapter on the gliomata Professor Russell's
wide experience lends authority to her judgment.
The recent tendency, especially among clinicians,
to adopt Kernohan's somewhat over-sinfplified
grading is answered in these words: 'The principle
of grading, if used at all, should be restricted to
autopsy material when the whole tumour can be
sampled. Anaplasia is so often a localised develop-
ment that no prognostic value can be attached to the
grading of biopsies.'

The classification proposed retains nearly all of
Bailey and Cushing's nomenclature, albeit re-
shuffled into four main series-glial, pineal, retinal
and neuronal. 'Astroblastoma,' 'polar spongio-
blastoma ' and ' medullo-epithelioma ' are retained.
'Admittedly they are rare,' say the authors, 'but
rarity cannot excuse their omission.'
Mild shocks are in store for the conventionally

minded. The familiar ' pinealoma' is re-classified
as an atypical teratoma. Pituitary adenomas are
summarily disposed of as ' secondary neoplasms,'
along with chordomas, osteomas, etc. However,
none could quarrel with the chapters on meningio-
mas and tumours of the peripheral nerves, which
are especially valuable. Professor Lumsden has
contributed a chapter on the tissue-culture of
tumours of the nervous system. His work in this
field is well known, and his observations are
illustrated by 50 beautiful photomicrographs. The
conclusions which he draws from his experience are
of great interest and importance and cannot be
adequately summarized in this review.

If one might lament an omission in what is likely
to become a classic, it would be a chapter on the
embryology of nervous tissue, illustrated by
diagrams. The whole concept of the gliomata is so
intimately related to embryonic cell-types thac some
knowledge of their origin and development is
essential to a clear understanding of brain tumours.
Perhaps in the second edition... ?

PSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY FRONTIERS
Edited by N. S. KLINE, M.D. Pp. 533. London:

J. & A. Churchill Ltd. 1959. 72s.
Co-ordinating and editing the scripts of the

symposium on psychotropic drugs, held during the
second International Congress on Psychiatry in
1957, undoubtedly ranks with the Twelve Labours,
and Dr. Kline has completed his Herculean task
with evident success. Over 90 members par-
ticipated, and five languages were used, and without
the generous support of leading drug houses this
volume would not have been available in its present
form. The editor has managed to contain within
one pair of covers 65 separate papers, in addition to
appendices, and an interesting feature is the in-
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clusion of individual photographs of the partici-
pants, which does much to preserve the spirit of the
occasion and its international flavour. This is an
original idea and one which is worth adopting
elsewhere.
Apart from the first four papers on general

problems of psychopharmacology, which make an
effective introduction to the subject, the remainder
of the book is divided equally into three parts.
One deals with specific problems, mainly of
methodology, and the other two cover practical and
theoretical issues respectively. The papers are of
unequal merit but all are relevant. There is
a full account of the discussions which followed the
three sessions of the symposium, a technical
appendix on the use of the analogue computor in
studies of thyroid function, and a relatively long
paper on the psychic action of the two major drugs
which was not read at the meeting. There is no
index, and references follow the individual papers.
The title of the book gives pretence of greater

scope than the book actually possesses, and we look
in vain for adequate treatment of the hallucinogens
or 5-hydroxytryptamine, the two most important
lines of research into neurochemistry and the
aetiology of the psychoses. Taking the work for
what it is, however-a study of reserpine and
chlorpromazine in contemporary research and
clinical application-we find it makes an important
contribution to the literature on psychotropic
medication.
Symposium publications are a new venture in

medical bibliography: lacking the balanced gestalt
of the textbook, their value lies in the technical
rigour of the separate contributions, in the recency
of their findings, and in having all technical in-
formation at one source. They are up to date yet
never out of date, for they offer immediate reference
to original work. Medical progress today advances
so swiftly that specialist textbooks soon become
outdated, and this type of publication is best suited
to the needs of the time. This present volume
performs the duties of a handbook of psychotropic
medication and will find practical use in psychiatry.
Research workers in pharmacology and biochemistry
will also enjoy access to its technical reports.

CANCER OF THE PHARYNX, LARYNX AND
OESOPHAGUS AND ITS SURGICAL

TREATMENT
By RONALD W. RAVEN, O.B.E.(Mil.), T.D.,

F.R.C.S. Pp. xiv + 292, fully illustrated.
London: Butterworth & Co. Ltd. 1958.
67s. 6d.
The author has produced a useful contribution

to the literature on malignant disease in these
situations and it will interest all those who are
concerned with its management.
The pharynx, larynx and oesophagus each form

separate parts of the book. Each part contains
sections on the descriptive anatomy, pathology,

clinical features and investigations and the operative
surgery, including pre- and post-operative care.
The pharynx-to which nearly two-thirds of the

book is devoted-is subdivided into its three
anatomical parts and each is dealt with separately
in accordance with the above scheme. Apropos of
this, it is a pity that the term ' hypopharynx ' is
used instead of laryngopharynx after employing the
terms ' nasopharynx ' and ' oropharynx.' The
section on the descriptive anatomy would have been
better if less stereotyped, but the lymphatic drainage
has rightly been stressed.
There are some excellent microphotographs in the

section on pathology and good radiographs in those
dealing with investigations, but some of the photo-
graphs of the operative specimens are not well
defined.
The descriptions of the operative surgery pertain

to the techniques that the author has selected for his
own use and form the hard core of the book. They
are recorded in a concise and didactic style and are
liberally and clearly illustrated. Some of the figures
are already familiar, being acknowledged repro-
ductions from other works by the author.
More discussion of alternative operative pro-

cedures, albeit minor ones such as neck incisions,
would have enhanced these sections.
The management of malignant disease in these

situations is often difficult and frequently dis-
appointing, so that many controversial points arise,
and the author recognizes that all may not agree
with some of his views.

Divergence of opinion is probable in regard to
the relative merits of irradiation and surgery,
especially in the oropharynx, where the author
displays a bias to surgery.
The problems of cervical lymphatic metastases

and the plastic repair of pharyngostomes receive
special attention, as do the pre-cancerous states of
leukoplakia and the Paterson-Kelly syndrome.
The results of the author's surgery are stated and

analysed.
Mr. Raven has done good service to place his own

experiences on record and to present the many facets
of this subject in up-to-date and coherent form.
The artistic dust jacket is significantly macabre

in depicting the head of a figure from Rodin's
Gate of Hell.'

MODERN TRENDS IN DISEASES OF THE
VERTEBRAL COLUMN

Edited by REGINALD NASSIM, B.M., F.R.C.P., and
H. JACKSON BURROWS, M.D., F.R.C.S.,
F.R.A.C.S. Pp. ix + 292 and index, illustrated.
London: Butterworth & Co. Ltd. 1959. 75s.
This is an excellent new book. It consists of a

collection of short monographs on various aspects
of spinal disease, each one having been written by
an acknowledged authority.
The book begins with a short account of the

development and anatomy of the vertebral column,
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