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EDITORIAL
Not long ago, the Prime Minister, speaking in

the City of London and referring to British achieve-
ments in the modern world, remarked that more
people come to this country for higher education
and training than to any other. A large number
of those to whom he referred are doctors, with
degrees obtained in the Commonwealth, who come
to this country for postgraduate instruction and
experience and, in many cases, to sit for a higher
medical qualification. Many of them become
members of the Fellowship of Postgraduate Medi-
cine and subscribe to this journal or to the Post-
graduate News. Some take advantage of the
facilities offered at 60 Portland Place, and come in
person to make enquiries about the opportunities
available for postgraduate instruction in this
country.

It is sometimes easy to forget, when we hear so
much about young (and not so young) qualified
doctors, emigrating from this country in search of
better opportunities abroad, that a large share of
the work of the National Health Service, especially
in hospitals outside London is being done by
doctors from the Commonwealth, and from other
countries as well, who are here primarily to obtain
postgraduate training and experience. In fact
there are so many that it is difficult to see how the
Service could be run without them. In spite of

emigration from this country there must be a
positive annual balance of doctors and we have
come to rely on this without paying very much
attention to it. If it were to decline, the effects
on the Health Service might be as disastrous as
would be a continually unfavourable trade balance
to the national economy.

Meanwhile, more attention is being paid to post-
graduate medical education in many Common-
wealth countries, particularly in Australia and
India. The facilities available for this, as well as
the amount of time and money being devoted to
research, are increasing, as a very cursory glance
at the medical literature will show. This country
in its turn is doing a great deal to encourage these
trends and it is noteworthy that at the next
General Meeting of Members of the Royal College
of Physicians, on November 26, six distinguished
speakers will open a discussion on " Postgraduate
Education within the Commonwealth." The wide
geographical scope is significant. It is proposed
to publish articles on this subject in this journal
from time to time, for it is obviously of great
importance to many readers. Everything must be
done to assist and encourage postgraduate educa-
tion in Commonwealth countries. But the eventual
consequences for the National Health Service
should be faced before it is too late.
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