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ANATOMY FOR SURGEONS

Volume 3: The Back and Limbs
By W. HENRY HOLLINSHEAD, Ph.D. Pp. xii + 887,

with 785 illustrations. London: Cassell & Co.
Ltd. I958. 8 guineas.
Volume 3 of Dr. Hollinshead's extensive anatomi-

cal presentation is as well produced as its
predecessors.
The anatomy is well set out and there is much

of additional interest and value, particularly of
abnormalities. The text might be of yet more value
had it a more direct alignment with surgical tech-
nique, though not if such alignment paralleled
the statement on page 71 that 'Skin is of little
interest to most surgeons '!

Despite its size, this book may well have a place
on the shelves of the surgeon's library.

A.E.C.

AUTOPSY DIAGNOSIS AND TECHNIC
By OTTO SAPHIR, M.D. 4th edition. Pp. xxiv +

549, illustrated. London: Cassell & Co. Ltd.
I958. £3 3s.
This practical manual of post-mortem technique

should be very useful. It should be particularly
useful to those who may have to do post-mortem
examinations and have not had a proper training.
But there is no doubt that the best way to learn
any established technique is by practice under the
supervision of a teacher. The book is well bound
and the bold type is easy to read. It has 8o diagrams
and I9 tables. Let us hope that the restricted
incision which is described does not become
necessary in this country.

D.M.P.

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF
SIR CHARLES HASTINGS

By WILLIAM H. MCMENEMY, M.A., D.M.,
F.R.C.P., D.P.M. Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1959. Pp. xii and 5I6.
75 Illustrations. 50S. net.
In the preface to this book the author says:

'When in I832 Hastings founded an association in
Worcester composed of provincial medical prac-
titioners, he little imagined that it would grow to
its present importance.' In this volume Dr.
McMenemy, an acknowledged worker in the field
of medical history, has accomplished the onerous

task of collecting a vast mass of details relating to
the life and character of Sir Charles Hastings and
his contemporaries, and especially to the general
tone and temper of the age in which they lived,
their strength and their weaknesses, and the many
difficulties which beset the founder of the great
body which our profession knows today as the
British Medical Association.
Such a task might well have deterred many

among the most experienced students of the history
of medicine, and Dr. McMenemy is to be con-
gratulated upon the patience and labour which he
has obviously brought to bear upon the production
of this great work. The title of the book is well
chosen, since it is more than a biography of an
individual; it aims to present a kaleidoscopic
picture of an age, important in the earlier stages
of the gradual unfolding of modem scientific
medicine, an age in which the vision and energy
of a man of exceptional character, with divers
intellectual gifts, was enabled ultimately to triumph
over the many practical difficulties and petty
individual jealousies which inevitably barred the
pathway to his final success.
By reason of its very character and because of

the enormous amount of documentary detail
which the author has, perforce, been obliged to
explore, the book as a whole is, in comparison
with some biographies, not an easy work to peruse.
To say this is in no wise to detract from its value
as a painstaking and accurate historical record-
of its usefulness as a reliable work of reference
there can be no question-but in any impartial
review the prospective reader should find a fair
account of what the volume under discussion
purports to supply, and a just comment upon its
true nature and appropriate niche in the library
of medical literature. To the casual reader,
accustomed to ' potted' histories designed to save
him trouble, Dr. McMenemy's great work is not
likely to make an appeal. To the serious student
of medical history it will come as a welcome work
of reference.
The illustrations are superb, having been skil-

fully reproduced by first-class technique. The
printing and paper are of the best quality. The
whole format of the book is in keeping with the
publishers' well-known standards of excellence.
There is an adequate index, though we should
have preferred some of its sub-headings to be in
alphabetical rather than chronological order. This,
however, is a minor criticism. The volume is
a masterpiece of patient and accurate research, and
as such we offer it our congratulation.
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