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best example of this point. One cannot deny that
the psychiatrist played a useful part in these
psychological activities. At a time when the
academically-trained psychologist was very much a
rara avis, no one was better equipped to deal with
problems of this sort than the psychiatrist. In
recording his work the author has a justifiable
raison d'etre for his book. It supplements other
histories without duplication, and makes absorbing
reading. Despite its factual presentation the
author contrives to make an exciting narrative
which conveys empathically that time of difficulty
and frustration when ' compromise ' and ' im-
provise ' were the keywords in service organisation,
and places on record a hitherto overlooked function
of World War II.psychiatry.

L.R.C.H.

A PRACTICE OF THORACIC SURGERY
By A. L. d'ABREu, O.B.E., Ch.M., F.R.C.S.

Second Edition. Pp. viii + 6I9, illustrated.
London: Edward Arnold Ltd. 1958. IOOS.
This book was first published in 1953 and the

second edition is most welcome. Its title indicates
that it is no theoretical treatise; the book is, in fact,
essentially practical and aims to provide back-
ground knowledge and foreground information on
the modern management of intrathoracic diseases
from the surgical viewpoint.

It is divided into sections dealing with normal
anatomy and physiology, pleural and pulmoriary
infections, tuberculosis, lung tumours and surgery
of the heart and mediastinum. The chapter on
thoracic injuries and the section devoted to thora-
coabdominal surgery should be of the greatest
interest and value to the general surgeon.

Dr. Donald, Dr. Astley and Dr. Davison have
revised and enlarged their chapters which deal with
lung function and the investigation of the patient
with heart disease by by angiocardiography and
cardiac catheterisation. They have preserved sim-
plicity in their contributions making difficult
subjects comprehensible and it is over the common
ground that they cover that physician and surgeon
must often meet to discuss the practical manage-
ment of the patient.
The book is profusely illustrated with line draw-

ings and radiographs and the quality of their re-

production is excellent. References at the end of
each chapter give a balanced selection of the more
recent articles with those older ones which are land-
marks in the development of thoracic surgery.
This book can be very strongly recommended; it
is a mine of information written in a most refreshing
style, and will be found most valuable to the
specialist surgeon as a work of reference and
valuable also to those seeking higher surgical and
medical qualifications.

A HANDBOOK OF MEDICAL HYPNOSIS
By G. AMBROSE, I.M.S.S.A., and G. NEWBOLD,

M.B., B.S., M.R.C.S., M.M.S.A., D.R.C.O.G.,
D.C.H. Second Edition. Pp. xiii + 276.
London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. 1958.
27s. 6d.
The first edition of this book appeared only two

years ago and met with considerable success. In
the present revision, the authors have very wisely
taken counsel from their constructive critics, and
effected a number of improvements, particularly in
what might be called the ' technical side ' of
hypnosis. These include notes on the physio-
logical concomitants of hypnosis and a short section
on the E.E.G. which really raises more questions
than it answers-always a healthy sign in an intro-
ductory text. Perhaps a little more may have been
cited on psychological changes under hypnosis-
there is some very striking psychometric evidence
available on age regressions and personality changes
-since knowledge of these phenomena help to give
that complete confidence in the technique which
must always be the sine qua non of the successful
hypnotist.
The layout of the book is relatively unchanged,

with introductory chapters on history, theory and
legal aspects, followed by a full discussion of
medical hypnotism in the various clinical fields:
anaesthesia, dermatology, gynaecology, obstetrics,
the psychoneuroses, and general medicine. The
appendices contain a full copy of the 1952
Hypnotism Act and a summary of the I955 B.M.A.
Report. This book remains the best introduction
to the subject available today and is specially
suitable for those anxious to practice what may one
day become medicine's principal therapeutic
measure.

L.R.C.H.
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