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These are presented by responsible workers from
this country and from abroad.

It is a pleasure to record that the photographs
are excellent and few have lost anything of their
original quality. The photo-micrographs not only
show what is claimed but they are technically as
good as anything available anywhere for teaching
purposes. Since the war it is rare for a British
production to be better in this respect than its
American rivals.
This book can be read with advantage by anyone

who feels that his knowledge of this group of
diseases is inadequate or may be out of date. It
will give him a clear picture of the present state of
knowledge and honestly draw attention to the gaps
yet to be filled. W.H.H.

ABDOMINAL OPERATIONS BY THE
VAGINAL ROUTE

By PAUL M. WERNER, M.D. and JULIUS SEDERL,
M.B. (Translated from the German by L. M.
SZAMEC, M.D.) Pp. vi + 165, fully illustrated.
London: Pitman Medical Publishing Co. Ltd.
I958. 65s.
This is an American translation of a book by two

Viennese gynaecologists. It describes vaginal
hysterectomy, including the removal of the large
fibroid uterus by morcellation, vaginal removal of
ovarian tumours, the vaginal route for dealing with
ectopic pregnancy, tubal sterilization by the vaginal
route and the interposition operation.
On the continent of Europe, especially in Austria

and Italy and in certain States of America such as
California, vaginal gynaecological surgery has
reached an extremely high standard: probably un-
equalled any where in this country. This book is
worth consulting as an object lesson how to carry
'out vaginal procedures in those few patients in this
country who refuse to have an abdominal scar.
Even the authors of this book, enthusiastic as they

are, do not recommend the vaginal route for ectopic
pregnancy but they do show how such a condition
can be dealt with vaginally.
The most remarkable pages in the book, as far as

your reviewer is concerned, are those showing the
method perfected by Logothetopulos.
Any bleeding in the pelvis can for certain be

stopped by the insertion of a massive tampon. The
method is ingenious in the extreme and probably
effective too. Because of it, the nightmare of the
ipped pedicle in vaginal surgery has disappeared.
our reviewer tried it out on a case of a combined
ychronous abdominoperineal anterior extentera-

ion in a very old lady and found it Ioo per cent.
ffective.)
This is a book that every gynaecological surgeon
ractising really major surgery should own or at least
d. It is not a book for undergraduates, nor
lly for the post-graduate student.
It is very well produced.

E.E.P.

TOPICS IN PSYCHIATRY
Edited by T. FERGUSON RODGER, R. M. MOW-
BRAY and J. R. Roy. Pp. x + 265. London:
Cassell & Co. Ltd. I958. 2os.
In this volume some two dozen contributors

record the Proceedings of a Specialist Conference
in Psychiatry held in Glasgow in October 1957.
The added impetus which psychiatric research has
received in the last year or two makes this a singu-
larly opportune time to record facets of progress in
this specialty by a well-organized and enthusiastic
group of clinical scientists.
There are five sections, each with its own edi-

torial introduction, covering,schizophrenia, psycho-
somatic medicine, tranquillizing drugs, mental
deficiency, and biochemical genetics. The papers
which make up these sections do not pretend to
be comprehensive or exhaustive, but each in its
modest way makes a definite contribution to the
subject as a whole, and possesses an inter-relevance
wisely pointed out in the editorial.
The chapters vary considerably in length and

quality, but the careful editing prevents this from
appearing as an uneven text. Completely free
from theoretical bias and with no adherence to any
one school of thought, this book provides a very
good vignette of mid-century psychiatry, in which
psychoanalysis rubs shoulders with psychopharma-
cology, and explanations range from the verbally
descriptive to the analytically statistic.
As well as pointing out the dominant problems

facing psychiatry today, this book carries an
optimism ,hared by most of its contributors for the
future of that backwater of medicine-mental
deficiency. It is very satisfying to see so much
interest in oligophrenia not only maintained but
directed in a positive manner towards solutions of
what are often thought to be insoluble problems.

This is an inexpensive volume which gives an
informative and very readable account of con-
temporary psychiatric research, pointing out most
clearly, not only the changing face of psychiatry,
but the way in which so many disparate view-
points can profitably converge.
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MUIR'S TEXTBOOK OF PATHOLOGY
Revised by D. F. CAPPELL, C.B.E., M.D.,

F.R.F.P.S., M.R.C.P., F.R.S.(Edin.). Seventh
Edition. Pp. xx + I20I, with 733 illustrations.
London: Edward Arnold Ltd. I958. 70s.
The ever-increasing volume of medical know-

ledge makes the production of a single-author
textbook seemingly impossible, yet Professor
Cappell, in this seventh edition of ' Muir,' has
succeeded in writing a really up-to-date account
of pathology.
A particularly pleasing feature is the way in

which the functional aspects of disease are dis-
cussed as well as the morphological, for it was this
slavish devotion to purely morbid anatomical
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