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some pages invites misunderstanding, and in these
hurried days a certain amount of controlled skipping
is legitimate. This difficulty could be overcome
by a short summary at the end of each section or,
preferably, each chapter so that the non-specialist
could easily keep to the main channel of reasoning
and not try to short-cut across the shoals.
The production is excellent and the many photo-

graphs beautifully clear.
W.H.H.A.

THE BRAIN AND HUMAN BEHAVIOUR
Edited by H. C. SOLOMON, M.D., STANLEY COBB,
M.D., and W. PENFIELD, M.D. Pp. xi + 564,
with 200 illustrations. London: Bailliere, Tindall
& Cox Ltd. 1958. 20os.
Every year, one particular medical annual forms

a milestone in the progress and a landmark in the
literature of neuropsychiatry. This is the Research
Publication of the Association for Research in
Nervous and Mental Disease, now in its thirty-sixth
volume. These works are quite incomparable, as
the reviews of previous volumes appearing in these
columns will testify: each highlights the tremendous
advances made in one specific line of enquiry
during twelve months' co-ordinated study by a
number of topranking medical research depart-
ments. The research programme for 956, re-
ported here, was centred upon the intriguing and
challenging problem of relating brain and be-
haviour; scientists past and present, from the
'Ancient Philosophers to Contemporary Cyber-
neticists have given their best thoughts to this
subject, in particular, to the body-mind relation-
ship. The Programme Committee wisely decided
that this aspect of the problem could well be
omitted from the discussion, so that the final work
presents an objective and scientifically rigorous
account within the committee's terms of reference.
A not inconsiderable portion of the work is neces-
sarily based on animal studies, but in these only
behaviour which is seen in the human is studied,
and in each case a very direct relationship is made
with clinical problems showing the same behavioural
patterns.
The opening chapter immediately contradicts the

aims of the programme, for in it Professor Lashley
poses the question: ' What neurological charac-
teristics constitute mind ? '. His answer, however,
is strictly neurological, and if he writes with tongue
in cheek and twinkle in the eye, he also gives the
reader an inkling of the very deepest problems that
confront neurology, leaving one in humorous in-
decisions as to whether man is merely a mosquito's
mealticket or that lord of life, the animal with the
highest glial index. Having broken the ice so
provocatively, the following 20 papers get down to
statistical brass tacks with concise but highly
detailed accounts of experiments and clinical
studies designed to throw light on the cerebral
concomitants of behaviour patterns, and especially
on localization. Studies of leucotomy give evidence

of some functions of the frontal lobes; an excellent
paper on the parietal lobes shows behaviour that
follows destruction of part or whole of these lobes,
but also provides some highly original positite data
-in monkeys all lobes save the parietals were
extirpated, and the resulting behaviour when com-
pared with that following total cortical excision
gives a very unequivocal account of exclusive
parietal lobe function. The temporal lobe received
the greatest number of independent studies, using
electrical stimulation boch cortical and subcortical,
and partial and total excision. Results in terms of
psychological changes, memory defects, clinical and
electrical responses, and other aspects of localiza-
tion are discussed. Other focal studies include the
deep sylvian areas, the periamygdaloid area, the
speech area and the corpus callosum. Further
papers provide a unified theory of cortical function,
against a background of natural and synthetic
pharmacology, neurophysiology, integrative stress
reactions, and mental illness.

It is impossible in this brief space to even cover
the contents, yet most of the contributions are
worthy of a review independently. The work
reported in these pages is executed in departments
of long-standing and enviable reputation, the
leaders of the research teams are international
authorities on their subject; we can therefore accept
their findings with confidence even if we do not
always agree with their interpretations. That their
statements range from the pontifical to the provo-
cative is a healthy sign. We learn, we question, and
we investigate . . . and in doing so widen the
boundaries of medical knowledge still further. It
is often said of American medical literature that
the quality suffers under the quantity: here in
these volumes we have an annual reminder that
American neuropsychiatric research is, at its best,
unsurpassed in both.

A PRIMER ON COMMON FUNCTIONAL
DISORDERS

By J. W. FLEMING, M.D. Pp. xvi + I174. London:
J. & A. Churchill Ltd. 1958. 36s.
This primer is directed essentially to the general

practitioner. It deals with the patients he knows,
and the symptoms that are presented in his surgery.
More importantly, it gives a very detailed descrip-
tion of the therapeutic methods necessary in treat-
ing the psychosomatic disorders, methods which
are tailor-made for the busy practitioner who has
no time for frills and no special knowledge of
psychiatry. At a time when a large number of
publications on the subject are appearing, most of
them characterized by extensive excursions into
neurophysiology, this down to earth little manual
written expressly for the man who in the first and
last instance has to deal with such disorders is a
real gem.
The early chapters cover the concepts and com-

ponents of psychosomatic medicine, and provide in
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