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Diseases of the Rectum
and Colon

In this symposium number, eight contributors
discuss various aspects of diseases of the colon
and rectum. The majority of these authors are
surgeons and this is fitting because the speciality
of proctology has always been more surgical than
medical, and proctology is today considered to be
the study of diseases of the anus, rectum and
colon as far as the ileocaecal valve. Proctologists
are no longer confined by the meaning of their
title to those who study the anatomy, the physio-
logy and the diseases of the rectum and anus;
rightly the whole large intestine is included. It
is also fitting that the majority of the contributors
should be members of the staff of St. Mark's
and the Gordon Hospitals. Throughout the
world these institutions are considered as centres
which in the past have contributed very largely to
the development ofthis speciality, and both are con-
tributing today and will contribute in the future.

The two articles by Dr. Truelove .and Mr.
Aylett present the medical and surgical approach
to that most difficult disease ulcerative colitis.
Carcinoma of the rectum is discussed by Mr.
Lockhart-Mummery, whilst Dr. Morson discusses
the pathology of rectal tumours. Mr. Thompson
and Mr. Todd discuss respectively some of the
problems of diverticulitis and rectal prolapse.
Mr. Nixon, from the Children's Hospital, Great
Ormond Street, has written a most interesting
paper on congenital abnormalities of the rectum
and anus, and Mr. Miles, recently returned from
Jamaica, gives us the benefit of his extensive
experience with the treatment oflymphogranuloma
venereum.

It will be noted that the minor lesions of the
anal canal, including haemorrhoids, have been
omitted, but this subject was recently discussed
in this Journal by Mr. A. G. Parks.
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