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Despite the close anatomical relationship be-
tween the rectum and the prostate it is uncommon
for prostatic cancer to invade the rectal wall,
except in advanced disease. It is probable that the
fascia of Denonvilliers provides an effective barrier
to the backward spread of prostatic cancer. On
rectal examination it presents either as an anterior
submucous mass, a tubular stricture or, rarely, as
a rectal ulcer. The diagnosis may be suspected
clinically, and is confirmed by rectal biopsy and
possibly a raised level of serum acid phosphatase.
In view of the differences in treatment it is ob-
viously important to distinguish between primary
rectal cancer and secondary invasion of the rectal
wall by prostatic carcinoma.
Squamous cell carcinoma, arising from the

upper part of the anal canal, may spread upwards
into the rectum and present as a primary rectal
tumour. The examination of biopsy material will
distinguish it from adenocarcinoma. Another type
of anal malignancy which shows preferential local
spread upwards into the rectum is the rare malig-
nant melanoma which always arises from the

upper part of the squamous-lined portion of the
anal canal. It usually presents more as a rectal
than an anal tumour, but its onrgin from the
squamous epithelium of the anal canal cannot be
disputed, and it is, therefore, classified with
tumours of the anus.
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CLINICAL BIOCHEMICAL METHODS
By A. L. TARNOKY. PP. 239, figs. ii. London:

Hilger & Watts Ltd. 50s.
This well-produced volume is a bench book

intended primarily for the biochemical technician.
Instructions are clearly given, with a mininum of
explanation and no interpretation. There are three
pages of references and both an author and a
subject index. The methods are those used in the
author's laboratory in the Royal Berkshire Hos-
pital; this means that they are well tried and that
the author can vouch for their reliability, but it
somewhat restricts his range. None is included for
the estimation of iron, for instance. The use of
the manometric Van Slyke apparatus is described
for estimation of the alkali reserve (sic); it is sur-
prising to find this included with a method for
plasma pH which employs the Lovibond com-
parator. The book also presupposes that a Hilger
absorptiometer will be used; surely it would be
more in keeping with such an instrument to recom-
mend the construction of standard curves ? This
omission is surprising in view of the inclusion of a
short but useful chapter on analytical error.
A chapter on the choice and care of laboratory

glassware would be useful. The book is very
clearly printed and set out, with a large page and
ample margins; it might have been helpful to have
blank pages at intervals for notes.

EMERGENCY SURGERY
By HAMILTON BAILEY, F.R.C.S., F.R.S.E. Seventh

Edition. Pp. I 21 3, with 1576 illustrations. Bristol:
John Wright and Sons Ltd. 1958. g9 9S. od.
The appearance of the first completely revised

edition since the last war of this surgeon's vade-
mecum is indeed a great event. The publishers are
to be congratulated on the very high standard of
the production, and Mr. Bailey's long hours of toil
are amply rewarded.
Many chapters have been completely rewritten

and numerous excellent illustrations (monochrome
and colour) have been added. In this book we can
obtain all the practical advice culled from writings
and sayings of surgeons the world over, and the
references are there at the end of the chapter for
easy access.

In the appendix at the end one will find most of
the useful tips and tricks which have been published
since 1955.
The volume sets out to be a reliable reference for

the surgeon who is called upon to do emergency
surgery.. It achieves much more than this, for
between its covers can be found the lore of the
practical surgeon in any of the branches of surgery.

Certainly the young surgeon requires this text-
book on his desk-not on his shelf. The older
surgeon can spend many profitable hours browsing
through its pages. G.F.C.
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