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LECTURES ON THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF
MEDICINE

Volume Five, x955-56
Arranged by the British Postgraduate Medical

Federation, University of London. Pp. xii +
473, illustrated. London: The Athlone Press.
1957. 45s.

The series of winter lectures organized by the
British Postgraduate Medical Federation has be-
come a principal event in London's academic
calendar. Subjects dealt with range widely over the
expanding field of Medicine, utilizing a variety of
scientific disciplines and techniques, and touching
again and again upon the points of union with
parent biological and natural sciences.

It is impossible to list the subject matter of this
volume completely. It includes study of the in-
fluence upon living organisms of such physical
agencies as cold, low oxygen tension and radiation,
the nature and metabolism of protein and con-
nective tissue, the behaviour of the human oeso-
phagus and stomach, treatment of hepatic coma and
renal control of acid-base balance. The absence
of a section on mental disease is a little surprising
though this subject will surely figure in later
volumes.

Each paper is complete in itself with illustrations
and appended bibliography, though there is no
overall subject matter index. To the many unable
to attend the lectures the book represents an
enormously valuable source of up-to-date in-
formation and is a notable contribution to scientific
literature.

EXTERNAL COLLIMATION DETECTION OF
INTRACRANIAL NEOPLASIA WITH

UNSTABLE NUCLIDES
By G. M. SHY, M.D., M.R.C.P., R. B. BRADLEY,

B.S., and W. B. MATTHEWS, Jn., B.S. Pp. vii +
I44, with 98 illustrations. Edinburgh: E. & S.
Livingstone Ltd. 1958. 30S.
This book describes a method of localizing intra-

cranial lesions by the use of radioactive isotopes.
With the use of a Scanner a pattern is produced

which in the normal patient shows the outline of
the calvarium including the middle and posterior
fossa surrounded by certain muscles, and in the
posterior-anterior view, separated in the midline by
the superior sagittal sinus. The demonstration of
abnormalities is dependent partly on an awareness
of the normal pattern and partly on the knowledge
that one side of the head may be used as a control
of the other. This technique will indicate the
location and relative size of the abnormality and
whether more than one abnormality exists. It will
not differentiate between different types of lesion
and does not demonstrate lesions around the sella
unless they are very large.

This book, by its very technicality, will only be
of interest to those working in this specialised field.
However it seems likely that with the increase of
knowledge, greater use will be made of investigations
of the type described.

N.S.G.

TEXTBOOK OF VIROLOGY
By A. J. RHODES, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S., and

C. E. VAN RooyEN, M.D., D.Sc., M.R.C.P.,
F.R.C.P.(C.). Third Edition. Pp. xi + 607.
Illustrated. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox.
1958. 8os.

This is the third edition of a textbook and
appears only three years after the previous one. The
rapid advances which have taken place in that time,
particularly in our knowledge of respiratory viruses,
has made this necessary. The authors have supple-
mented their own knowledge by calling on anumber
of experts from Europe and America, but in doing
so they have not allowed the book to lose its pattern
and to degenerate into a collection of unrelated
articles in different styles. It remains very readable
and has come to be regarded as the standard text-
book by many clinicians and laboratory workers, and
takes its place beside Topley and Wilson for
immediate references.
The book continues to be very well produced but

the illustrations, particularly the photographs, are
still not worthy of the rest of the publication.

W.H.H.

EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF HAEMATOLOGY
The Seventh Congress of the European Society

of Haematology will meet in London from
September 7 to I2, 1959. Scientific sessions and
scientific and technical exhibitions will take place
at Bedford College, Regent's Park, London,
N.W.i.
The honorary officers of the Congress are:

Dr. John F. Wilkinson, President.
Dr. E. Neumark, Secretary.
Dr. J. W. Stewart, Treasurer.

The Societe Internationale de Transfusion
Sanguine will arrange sessions in conjunction
with the Congress.

Official languages will be English, French and
German. Simultaneous translation will be
provided.
The principal subjects of the Congress will be:
Anaemia, leukaemia, disorders of coagulation
and their treatment, problems of bone
marrow transplantation, haemoglobinopathies
and newer haematological techniques.

A programme of special events is being pre-
pared. Further notices will appear in the medical
press in due course. For further information
write to Dr. E. Neumark, Department of Patho-
logy, St. Mary's Hospital, London, W.2.
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