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mended, since its woven texture will survive long
enough to provide a matrix for replacement by the
standard textbook.

DISEASES OF CHILDREN IN THE SUB-
TROPICS AND TROPICS

Edited by H. C. TROWELL, O.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.P.,
and D. B. JELLIFFE, M.D., M.R.C.P., D.C.H.,
D.T.M. & H. Pp. xvi+9i9. London: Edward
Arnold Ltd. I958. 105s.
At last an attempt has been made to write a

general book on diseases of children for use by
medical students and doctors who live in the tropics
-the attempt has been successful and this book
can be recommended wholeheartedly.
The 75 contributors are drawn from such widely

scattered places that the doctors in no tropical area
can possibly feel that the authors of the book are
entirely unfamiliar with their special local prob-
lems.

In every chapter there is a welcome and practical
attitude to the prevention of disease. This is
brilliantly exemplified by the illustrations in the
section on liver fluke infection: on one page is a
picture of a child defaecating into the water from
a boat while the father fishes, and on the opposite
page a picture of a family having a meal of raw
fish at home.

Will the examiners for the Diploma in Child
Health take note of this book ? If they do, perhaps
the tendency to turn the minds of our visitors
from the tropics even further towards an undue
concern with rare diseases will be lessened.
The book is worth every one of the hundred and

five shillings, but at a third of the price it would
have a greatly increased sale and thus might be
even more profitable to the publishers. T.S.

NEOMYCIN: ITS NATURE AND PRACTICAL
APPLICATION

Edited by SELMAN A. WAKSMAN. Pp. x.-f+412.
London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox Ltd. 1958.
40s.
While neomycin is not one of the major anti-

biotics its relative importance, as well as that of
other minor antibiotics, has increased as the prob-
lem of dealing with resistant organisms has become
more difficult. We require to know a good deal
about those agents which may enable us to rest
the more widely used preparations or to conserve
them for the most serious conditions.
Neomycin was originally considered as a tuber-

culocidal drug, but its severe toxic effects on
hearing and on the kidney excluded it from paren-
teral use. Reconsideration of its properties have
allowed it to be used occasionally. Probably one
of the important features of neomycin, both from
the point of view of medicine and of experimental
bacteriology, is that it is in the bactericidal group
of agents compatible with penicillin and strepto-
mycin.

This book, edited by the great authority on the
drug, gives all the available information on its
production, chemistry and actions. W.H.H.

RADIOISOTOPE TECHNIQUES IN CLINICAL
RESEARCH AND DIAGNOSIS

By N. VEALL, B.Sc., F.Inst.P., and H. VETTER,
M.D. PP. xii+417. London: Butterworth &
Co. Ltd. I958. 50S.
This book presents in a very practicable form

the considerable experience of the authors in the
field indicated in the title. The zi chapters fall
naturally into two parts, of which the first gives a
general treatment of the subject and the second
deals with particular techniques in detail, con-
cluding with a short chapter on isotope therapy.

After an account of the general principles under-
lying the use of radioactive isotopes, the authors
give a full discussion of the apparatus available and
deal with the choice of equipment, its calibration
and use with different isotopes. This discussion,
together with the chapters on the estimation of
radiation dosage to patients and workers, would be
particularly useful to clinicians without specialized
training in physics who are interested in setting up
an isotopes laboratory. This part of the book also
contains an account of general isotope procedures
and techniques, illustrated with some specific
examples.
The second part of the book includes several

chapters on blood studies and chapters on electro-
lyte studies, thyroid tests, fat and protein studies
and the localization and diagnosis of malignant
tumours. Thyroid tests are less fully treated than
is customary in textbooks on clinical radioisotopes,
but this is no great disadvantage as the subject is
well covered elsewhere. The authors' account of
clinical matters could be readily understood by a
physicist new to this work and it provides an
adequate physiological background to enable him
to apply his own specialized knowledge to the
clinical field.
The plan of the book sometimes leads to the

same subject being treated several times from
different points of view and it is therefore rather
more suitable for reading as a whole than for quick
reference on specific points. A good bibliography
at the end of each chapter will enable those with
specialized interests to pursue them further.

THE KIDNEY
An Outline of Normal and Abnormal

Structure and Function
By H. DE WARDENER, M.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.P.

Pp. viii+338, illustrated. London: J. & A.
Churchill Ltd. 1958. 45s.
Knowledge about the kidney in health and

disease has increased greatly during the past two
decades. British investigators have made important
contributions in this field and Dr. de Wardener
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figures prominently among them. There are few
better qualified than he to undertake a synthesis of
knowledge about the kidney from the physiological,
pathological and clinical points of view. This he
has attempted to do in a book of small size mainly
intended for medical students.
The author in his preface speaks of a division of

the book into two parts; in the first part there is a
short description of normal structure and function
and methods used to investigate renal function.
There is then a description of the four main syn-
dromes that occur in renal disease, which are called
by the author the nephrotic syndrome, acute renal
failure, chronic renal failure and the acute nephrotic
syndrome. This is then followed by a section on
the relationship between disturbances in renal
function and electrolyte disorders. The second
half of the book is a clinical account of renal diseases.
A criticism of the book is that several of the

chapters are inadequate even for students' needs.
Examples of this are the sections describing the
kidney in relation to nervous diseases, renal func-
tion in surgery and the innate functional defects of
the renal tubules. The clinical account of the
treatment of acute renal failure contains a number
of misleading statements; for example, the prefer-
ence of the author for plasma osmolarity determina-
tions as opposed to the easier and more accurate
plasma sodium, and the statement (which occurs on
page iI8) that it is dangerous to treat the acidosis.
In this respect the author, while drawing attention
to potassium intoxication in anuria, implies that
the intravenous administration of calcium gluconate
lowers the serum potassium (page II 7) which is
incorrect and does not draw attention to the great
importance of acidosis as a cause of hyperkalaemia.

Dr. de Wardener seems to take a very pessimistic
view about measures to control protein catabolism
in anuria and implies that there is no convincing
evidence that this can be controlled. Many will
disagree with him.

Despite these criticisms of the book it contains
a great deal of valuable physiological, pathological
and clinical knowledge which is not easy to obtain
in current textbooks.

CIBA FOUNDATION COLLOQUIA
ON AGEING

Volume 4-Water and Electrolyte Metabolism
in Relation to Age and Sex

Edited by G. E. W. Wolstenholme, O.B.E., M.B.,
B.Ch., and MAEVE O'CONNOR, B.A. PP. xii+327,
illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill Ltd.
1958. 45s.
The Ciba Foundation has actively encouraged

basic research relevant to the processes of ageing
for a number of years, and the present Colloquia
is the fourth in the series relating to this subject.
Under the chairmanship of Professor McCance
problems of water and electrolyte metabolism were
discussed with special. reference to homeostatic
functions at the extremes of age.
While a good deal of the matter described con-

cems itself with the physiology of water and elec-
trolyte metabolism in laboratory animals, never-
theless, a proper balance is achieved by a number
of chapters dealing with clinical problems. The
book will undoubtedly be widely read by all those
interested in the problems of human metabolism.

CIBA FOUNDATION COLLOQUIA ON
ENDOCRINOLOGY

Volume I2-Hormone Production in
Endocrine Tumours

Edited by G. E. W. Wolstenholme, O.B.E., M.A.,
M.B., Ch.B., and MAEVE O'CONNOR, B.A.
Pp. xiii+295, illustrated. London: J. & A.
Churchill Ltd. 1958. 48s.
Continuing their excellent series of Colloquia

on Endocrinology, the Ciba Foundation have
brought together experts under the chairmanship
of Dr. Ralph Dorfman of the Worcester Foundation
to describe and to discuss recent experimental work
on the biogenesis of hormones in tumour cells of
endocrine glands.
The topics covered include experimentally pro-

duced and clinical tumours of the adrenals, pitu-
itary, ovary, testes, chorion and thyroid, together
with some studies of serum insulin in islet cell
tumours of the pancreas.
The importance of the work presented should be

obvious to all and the book will certainly be eagerly
read by all workers interested in endocrinology,
especially in its relation to cancer. This volume
also includes the cumulative index of Volumes
I to I1.

THERAPEUTIC HEAT
The Second Volume of the Physical Medicine

Library
Edited by SIDNEY LICHT, M.D. PP. xiii+466, with

127 diagrams. New Haven, Connecticut: Eliza-
beth Licht. 1958. $12.
Heat is one of the oldest and most widely used

methods of treatment. Its use has been and still
is largely empirical.

In this book the views of many experts, both
British and American, medical and scientific, are
collected. Science has still not solved the problem
of how or why heat produces its beneficial effects,
but progress in this field is being made, as shown
in the first six chapters.

Articles on the types of heat used in medical
practice and their application follow and finally
the treatment of various groups of diseases, such
as rheumatic, vascular, ophthalmic, etc., is
discussed.
The scientific section should stimulate research

by pointing out the problems which remain
unsolved.
The clinical section is of great interest to all

practitioners of medicine and surgery, for who
does not use heat of one type or another in his
practice ?
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