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clinical planning of observations and tests and the
conclusions which can logically be drawn from the
results.
The sections on disorders of water and electro-

lyte balance, renal function and adrenal disorders
are particularly good as is the account of the bio-
chemical features in diabetes mellitus. In later
editions' it would be desirable to expand the section
on gastro-intestinal function and to give a more
detailed account of fat-balance studies, which still
confuse clinicians.
The book finishes with a competent collection of

tables of normal values, which almost guarantees
that it will be sought constantly as a work of
reference, and it can be strongly recommended as a
happy synthesis of facts and useful advice.

B.J.H.

CIRCULATION: PROCEEDINGS OF THE
HARVEY TERCENTENARY CONGRESS, 1957
Edited by JOHN McMICHAEL, M.D., F.R.C.P.,

F.R.S. Pp. xxiii + 502, illustrated. Oxford:
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1958. 50s.
This book contains the collection of the papers

delivered at the Harvey Tercentenary Congress held
at the Royal College of Surgeons in I957. It is a
book that will interest alike the medical historian,
the clinician and the physiologist. Contributors
consist of men from many countries, renowned for
work in their speciality. There are more than forty
papers, which are necessarily short. The majority
of the authors have, however, succeeded in con-
centrating upon some aspect of their work, which
they describe in some detail. The papers are well
written and amply illustrated.
The book is divided into two parts, the first part

comprises a number of historical essays. Their aim
being not so much to describe details of Harvey's
work, as to give an indication of the intellectual
climate of the time in which he lived. For this
reason they are of unusual interest. In particular it
gives a clear picture of the inspiration he must have
derived from studying at the University of Padua.
The second part of the book is described as a

review of the present knowledge of the circulation.
Articles include descriptions of the coronary,
splanchnic, pulmonary and cerebral circulations in
health and disease. Harvey would have been
fascinated by the ingenuity of the various tech-
niques employed in the study of these different
circhlations.

It is, perhaps, a pity that there are recordings of
only two discussions. One is a discussion by trans-
atlantic radiotelephone on the subject of develop-
ments in cardiac surgery, the other is on aspects of
the splanchnic circulation. Both the discussions are
of considerable interest and value in emphasizing
points of controversy.
The Congress set out to do honour to the memory

of Harvey, and this book shows how well it suc-
ceeded in its aim.

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF
MEDICINE

Edited by SIR STANLEY DAVIDSON, B.A.(Cantab.),
M.D., F.R.C.P. (Ed.), F. R.C.P. (Lond.,)
M.D.(Oslo). Fourth Edition. Pp. xi + Io67,
illustrated. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd. I958. 'I 15S.

The new edition of this well-loved students' text-
book is likely to be received with the same en-
thiusiasm as have the previous ones. There have now
been four editions since the book was first intro-
duced in I952, which represents a remarkable
achievement. The admirable policy of the book,
which is to deyote most of its space to the diseases
most commonly encountered in practice, remains
unchanged. It is refreshing to find only two pages
on the subject of the collagen diseases. Chapters on
treatment are excellent and devote as much space
to the simpler forms of therapy as they do to the
newer forms of drug treatment.
There has been an extensive revision of the text,

with an enlargement of the section on electro.
cardiography, and a new chapter on psychological
medicine. Despite this the authors have succeeded
in avoiding any further enlargement of the book,
which is, in fact, i2 pages shorter than the third
edition.

This is a textbook of remarkable calibre to be
obtainable at such a comparatively cheap price.

DRUG RESISTANCE IN MICRO-ORGANISMS
Edited by G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME and CELIA M.
O'CoNNOR. Pp. xii + 352, with 6z illustrations.
London: J. & A. Churchill Ltd. 1I957. 50S.
The problem of resistance of bacteria to the

commonly used antibiotics is one which is being
encountered with increasing frequency. In spite of
a great deal of research, precise knowledge concern-
ing the mode of action of antibiotics and the
mechanism of development of resistance is poorly
understood. It necessarily follows that the chemo-
therapy of infections is largely empirical.
The Ciba symposium on this subject may, there-

fore, be regarded as timely, and if the ploblem of
resistance is still elusive, the trend which present-
day fundamental research is following is made clear
by this meeting of the experts in the field. Parti-
cipants from America, Europe and the U.S.S.R.
who took part in the symposium gave papers
representing the views of the leading workers. The
tendency for the papers to deal -with academic
aspects may be a reflection on the rather limited
advances in applied chemotherapy over tbe last
few years.
The essential argument throughout the sym-

posium deals with the question of whether re-
sistance is caused by genotypic mutation or pheno-
typic adaptation. The i 8 papers are of a uniformly
high standard and the discussion which follows
each paper is always stimulating.

W.B.
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