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CONNECTIVE TISSUE
A Symposium organized by the Council for

International Organizations of Medical
Sciences

Edited under the direction of R. E. TUNBRIDGE by
MADELINE KEECH, J. F. DELAFRESNAYE and G. C.
WOOD. PP. xii + 371, illustrated. Oxford:
Blackwell Scientific Publications. I957. 42S.
This book consists of 26 papers with edited

versions of the ensuing discussions, presented at a
symposium on connective tissue under the chair-
manship of Professor R. E. Tunbridge. Most of
the papers deal with the biochemistry of connective
tissue, although some are concerned with the
morphological approach. It is obvious that great
progress has been made towards an understanding
of this important and somewhat neglected part of
the human organism, and this book is filled with
up-to-date basic data so essential to all who are
interested in disorders of connective tissue. The
only criticism, and it is a very minor one, is that
some of the illustrations are very small and in one
instance as many as I2 are bunched together on
one plate.

FRAZER'S ANATOMY OF THE HUMAN
SKELETON

Edited by A. S. BREATHNACH, M.D., M.Sc. Fifth
edition. Pp. viii + 247, with I97 illustrations.
London: J. &. A. Churchill, Ltd. 1958.
L Ios. od.

British anatomists have produced at least three
outstanding textbooks of human osteology. Of
these, alas, two have passed into a limbo, large and
broad, and are, regrettably, barely known at the
present time. These are G. M. Humphry's
' Treatise on the Human Skelton (including
Joints),' which was published just ioo years ago,
and the earlier ' Outlines of Human Osteology' by
by F. 0. Ward, the second edition of which was
produced in the same year as Humphry's book.
Ward was not a professional anatomist, nor even
medically qualified; his book, however, must be
ranked as one of the classics on the subject.

Frazer's book ranks with these works, and indeed
he probably derived much inspiration from them.
His book is a classic, and, deservedly, has been the
only outstanding textbook of Human Osteology in
use for a period of well nigh 50 years. Its unique
approach, accuracy and attractive figures have un-
doubtedly contributed much to its success.

These works of Humphry, Ward and Frazer are
characterized by the individuality of their style and
approach to the subject. They do not lend them-
selves easily to revision and rewriting, for, with such
treatment, they are likely to lose much of their
character and value. They are the personal
records of the personal observations of these men
and bear the stamp of originality. For this reason
one is grateful to the editor of the fifth edition of
Frazer's book for his conservatism. The bulk of
the book is unchanged from previous editions.
The introduction has been largely rewritten and
some parts have been brought up to date. For the
first time radiographs (called X-rays by the editor)
are introduced without greatly enhancing the value
of the book. Strangely, no radiograph of the skull
is included.
A few references, presumably intended to be of a

critical nature, have been added at the end of each
chapter. These do not include a reference to
R. Walmsley's Struthers' lecture on the inter-
vertebral disc, the reviews on joints by Bauer,
Ropes and Waine, the reviews by Gardner and
Brantigan and Voschel's works on the knee. It is
surprising also that there is no reference to Sneath's
work on the insertion of the biceps femoris. Pride
of place is given to MacConaill as describing the
predominantly fibrous nature of articular cartilage.
It is over 200 years since William Hunter wrote of
this: ' Then we may compare the texture of
cartilage to the pile of velvet, its fibres rising from
the bone as the silky threads that rise from the
woven cloth or basis.' Though their methods of
investigation were much more limited than ours, it
is surprising how much the older anatomists have
to teach us and how little escaped their notice.
The nomenclature of this edition of Frazer's

book is a very mixed one. It contains a mixture of
eponymous, Basle Nomina Anatomica, Birmingham
Revision and Paris Nomina Anatomica terms. It
would be impossible to standardize its terminology
without redrawing and remaking the blocks for
all the figures. This would be a tedious and
expensive task and would add greatly to the cost of
the book. Time will tell how important this may
be. How many recently qualified men, or indeed
how many of the younger anatomists, know what
the process of Kerkring, Chassaigne's tubercle,
Cooper's ligament or the canal of Verga are ?
Attention to the nomenclature used will become
inevitable in time and may prove more important
than references to Australopithecinae, Neanderthal
man and Pithecanthropus erectus.
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