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number of structural formulae given. In common
with most medical dictionaries, however, the
illustrations are both profuse and too often un-
necessary. In the interests of space these might
be reserved for those terms not readily made
comprehensible by verbal description.

_J.L.

MEDICAL TREATMENT
Bv KENNETH MACLEAN, MI.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.,

with chapters on the Tropical Diseases by
COL. W. R. MI. DREW, C.B.E. F.R.C.P., D.T.M.
and H. Pp. 696. London: J. & A. Churchill
Ltd. I957. 50s.
This is a large and very comprehensive new

textbook of medical treatment. The author has
given a concise account of modern therapy, and the
material is easily accessible. There are a number
of recent references and a good index. The book
is well produced and not expensive. Anyone
requiring a reliable guide to medical treatment will
find it an excellent investment. It is alwavs
questionable, however, whether such a textbook
should include introductory paragraphs on diag-
nosis. It might be argued that if the physician has
not decided what is wrong with the patient he
should be consulting a textbook of medicine, not
one of treatment. At best, such paragraphs cannot
deal adequately with the problems raised, and they
make the book a good deal longer than it would
otherwise have been. Dr. MacLean has included
notes on differential diagnosis and it seems probable
that in doing so he was guided by the hope that the
book would prove valuable to general practitioners,
house officers and senior students, as he states in his
preface. Certainly, students taking examinations
will find these brief observations on diagnosis
valuable in linking their facts together, and busy
general practitioners will be glad of a brief reminder
of the diagnostic pitfalls they have to avoid, but it
seems probable that the space taken up in this wav
could have been more usefully given to a fuller
account of therapeutic measures themselves.
There are some irritating minor mistakes which

need correction in the next edition, e.g. 17.3 g. is
given as ioo per cent. Hb. on the Sahli Scale; fruit
is said to be a good source of iron; on p. 217 starch
is apparently not considered as carbohydrate; the
Law of Mass Action is ascribed to Henderson (what
about Hasselbalch anyway ?), this equation being
only one particular application of it. The author
advises the restriction of the fluid intake in cardiac
failure to ' between 30 and 40 oz. in the 24 hours.'
He stresses the danger of giving digitalis after
myocardial infarction, and deals with digitalis and
quinidine as though they were more or less equi-

valent alternative ' cardiac drugs.' This approach
leads to the omission of any reference to the
importance of digitalization before attempting to
bring about reversion to normal rhythm with
quinidine.
The book includes chapters on mental illness in

general practice (a brief but sensible account), on
skin diseases, on tropical medicine and on acute
poisoning. There are also special chapters on
fluid and electrolyte disturbances, on steroid
hormones and on antibiotics, which give concise
and reliable summaries of modern views (it is a pity
that the greater safety and efficacy of soluble
penicillin compared with long acting preparations
is not stressed. The prophylactic use of oral
penicillin is described on p. 37, when sulphadiazine
is mentioned, most surprisingly, as a satisfactory
alternative). A textbook as comprehensive as this
one might well include a chapter on dietary therapy.
This is a subject of great importance in general
practice; as it is there are 80 separate entries under
Diet in the index, and it might be thought that a
general discussion of the subject would be helpful.
A very great amount of labour and thought has

evidently cone into this book, and it deserves to be
successful. It is to be hoped that the author will
have the ti'.ie and energy to devote to the frequent
revisions tl:ht will be necessary if that success is to be
maintained.

We wish to announce the publication of a new
journal, Transactions of the Colleges of Physicians,
Surgeons, Obstetricians and Gznaecologists of South
Africa. It is edited by Arthur J. Helfet and
published by the College of Physicians and Surgeons
of South Africa, P.O. Box 120, Cape Town.

The publication of a new journal, Bulletin of
Polish Mledical History and Science is announced.
It is edited by Alexander Rytel and published by
the Polish Medical Alliance, 2424 N. Kedzie
Avenue, Chicago 47, Illinois, U.S.A.

--

We have pleasure in announcing the publication
of the first issue of a new journal, Immunology,
which is the official journal of the British Society
for Immunology. It is published by Blackwell
Scientific Publications of Oxford and it is to be
issued quarterly at an annual subscription of 6os.
post free. The first number appeared in January
of this year.
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