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Genito-Urinary Surgery
The specialty of genito-urinary surgery has

developed rapidly since the last war. As with
most branches of clinical medicine, progress has
not been at a uniform rate; periods of rapid
development have been followed by periods of
consolidation, but today this specialty is still in
the middle of a period of expansion.
Much has been accomplished since William

Cheselden, the great lithotomist, placed genito-
urinary surgery at,the forefront of surgical science
in Great Britain, and it is interesting to recall that
he was one of the main supporters of the newly-
formed Royal College of Surgeons when our fore-
fathers split from the company of Barber Surgeons
and formed the Royal College of Surgeons which,
like genito-urinary surgery, is today in the midst
of a period of expansion and development.

In this number of our Journal eight contri-

butors have reviewed the growing edge of this
specialty. Pathology, radiology, biochemistry,
physiology and metabolic studies each receive
special attention and this illustrates well the fact
that recent progress in this specialty has been
largely along these lines, although improvements
in surgical technique have also produced many
advances. In addition, the place of antibiotics in
the management of genito-urinary tuberculosis
and of oestrogens in the treatment of prostatic
cancer have been discussed.

Genito-urinary surgery today leads the change
which surgery as a whole is making from de-
pendence upon anatomy as its parent basic
science to dependence also upon physiology and
biochemistry. Modern surgery is as much applied
physiology and applied biochemistry as it is
applied anatomy.
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