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Wallace on resuscitation after drowning; on serum
reactions by Drs. Laurent and Parish, 'Anti-
Coagulant Therapy' by Dr. H. Payling Wright,
' Scrotal Swellings' by Mr. McNeill Love, and
'Sub-acute Bacterial Endocarditis' by Professor
Ronald Christie, perhaps call for special mention
for the help they will give to the general practitioner
for whom the volume is mainly intended. However,
the standard of all the articles is high, and any real
comparison of the different contributions is im-
possible. The British Medical Association is to be
congratulated on this third number of their valuable
series.

THE QUICKSILVER DOCTOR
The Life and Times of Thomas Dover,

Physician and Adventurer
By KENNETH DEWHURST. Pp. ix + I92, with 12

illustrations. Bristol: John Wright & Sons Ltd.
I957. 2Is.
It is appropriate that the old established medical

printing firm, John Wright of Bristol, should have
published this biography of Thomas Dover who in
the earlier part of his life practised in St. Peter's
Hospital, an ancient Bristol foundation, now un-
happily destroyed by enemy action.
The author, Kenneth Dewhurst, has not only

collected all that is known about Thomas Dover,
but has also been at pains to provide a detailed
account of life in the times in which he worked,
and this does much to increase interest in the book.
Thomas Dover was a well-known physician, the

inventor of Dover's Powder, and the author of a
book entitled 'The Ancient Physicians' Legacy,'
primarily designed for the lay public, which ran
into eight editions and was translated into French.
The title of the biography, The Quicksilver

Doctor, refers to the extensive use Dover made of
metallic mercury, taken by mouth, for the treatment
of many different complaints.
Dover was also known for the conspicuous part

he played in a successful privateering expedition
in which he circumnavigated the world, and in the
course of this rescued Alexander Selkirk from the
Island of Juan Fernandez.
This book makes fascinating reading and can be

strongly recommended as a present for one's
medical friends.

HUMAN BLOOD COAGULATION AND ITS
DISORDERS

By ROSEMARY BIGGS, B.Sc., Ph.D., M.D. and
R. G. MACFARLANE, M.A., M.D., F.R.S.
Second edition. Pp. xxv + 476, illustrated.
Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. I957.
42S.
The first edition of this invaluable book enabled

many of those interested in problems of blood

clotting to survey the field adequately for the first
time. Dr. Macfarlane and Dr. Rosemary Biggs
had analysed the immense literature on this subject
and had summarized it in a way which made the
book a most brilliant contribution to the study of
blood clotting. This new edition has been ex-
tensively rewritten and brought quite remarkably
up to date. It includes the work that has followed
the discovery of the thromboplastin generating
system, and also that which followed the realization
that there was more than one serum clotting factor.

In spite of the fact that the authors cover such a
vast field, the book still remains eminently readable
and is not just the catalogue of references that large
reviews so frequently become. The text is salted
by the authors' delightful sense of humour. Nobody
working in the field of blood clotting can possibly
consider being without this book.

PRACTICAL GYNAECOLOGY
By WALTER J. REICH, M.D., F.A.C.S., F.I.C;S. and
MITCHELL J. NECHTOW, M.D., F.A.C.S., F.I.C.S.
Second edition. Pp. xviii + 648, with 215
illustrations and 17 colour plates. London:
Pitman Medical Publishing Co. I957. t5.
This is a lovely book.
The first edition of the book was good and when

we were privileged to review it in I950, we found
that it was ' full of common sense.' But, at that
time, the criticism was validly made that the book
was too 'thin' to be of use to specialists and
missed out occasionally important details that
general practitioners might look for.
This new edition very nicely overcomes this

criticism and yet stays eminently readable and
wonderfully useful.
The whole field of diagnosis and minor gyanecolo-

gical surgery which is within the realm of every
practitioner, is covered.
Your reviewer picked up a large number of hints

of simple diagnostic measures and simple practical
steps in almost every chapter.

Especially well done are the chapters on fertility,
contraception and prolapse. All these come in the
province of every doctor in practice, as well as in the
field of the specialist.
The authors are themselves obviously not only

men of vast practical experience, but of great
kindness. The successful gynaecologist must al-
ways be a man who is kind to his patients and the
successful general practitioner, because.of a false
sense of kindness, sometimes avoids a thorough
examination of his female patients.

If the tips given in this book are followed, he can
have the best of both worlds.
There is now no excuse, for instance, for blind

treatment of minor infections with antibiotics,
without very simple, but so valuable investigation
beforehand.
This book is just about the best investment that

anyone, be he specialist or not, could possibly buy
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if he ever sees, or has occasion to examine, a female
patient of any age, from a week to 90 years.
At the end of the book are 17 plates of beautiful

colour illustrations and an index which enhances
the work's value as a book of reference.
There are, altogether, 26 chapters which range

from the Psychosomatics of Gynaecology, which
rightly has pride of place, to Pitfalls in Gynaecolo-
gical Diagnosis, which reminds us of the mistakes
we can all make.
The new chapter on Pediatric Gynaecology is

especially valuable and the authors have been right
to include a chapter on the diagnosis of breast
ponditions, for no gynaecological examination is
really complete without examination of the breasts.
The only shame about this book is that no-one

in England thought of doing it first!
E.E.P.

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY IN INFANCY AND
CHILDHOOD

By ALBERT BARNETT FERGUSON JN., B.A., M.D.
Pp. xii + 508, with 504 illustrations. London:
Bailliere, Tindall & Cox Ltd. 1957.
Although the title of Dr. Ferguson's book may

make us wonder when we can expect a work on
' Paediatric Surgery in Children,' it is difficult to
see what else he could have called a book dealing
with the straightening of children. The exclusion
of fractures has enabled Dr. Ferguson to produce a
book which is short enough to be easily readable
and long enough to present the subject with a
reasonable amount of detail. The arrangement of
the first six chapters on a regional basis has all the
advantages of this method in ease of access to a
particular problem and is on the whole successful.
In the next three chapters, which deal successfully
with affections of bone, and of muscle and with
neurogenic affections, there is some inevitable
repetition of what has gone before but this is never
obtrusive. In the final chapter Dr. Ferguson
deals concisely and well with malignant tumours of
bone. Five other well-known men-four ortho-
paedic surgeons and one paediatrician-contribute
sections on various aspects of the subject. These
are valuable contributions which enhance the value
of the book without producing any marked uneven-
ness or introducing any contradictory teaching.

Dr. Ferguson's descriptions of clinical states are
detailed and instructive and the methods oftreatment
advised are logically developed from consideration
of the underlying pathology. The tendency in
treatment is in general conservative and it is agree-
able to find that in this respect much traditional
dead wood has been cut away. English readers may
be surprised to find relatively little space given to
bone and joint tuberculosis and in particular to
Pott's Paraplegia. More space could with ad-
vantage have been given to the treatment of the
latter condition.
The illustrations are excellent and the references

given are numerous and well chosen. The standard

of production is generally high, though there are
various small but tiresome misprints of English
names. Potts is no longer in a position to object
to this, but Dennis-Browne, Fairbanks and Seddorn
may be a little vexed.

SORANUS' GYNECOLOGY
Translated with an introduction by OwsEI TEMKIN,
M.D. Pp. xlix + 258. London: Geoffrey
Cumberlege, Oxford University Press. I955.
40s.
The translation of Soranus' Gynecology is

obviously a labour of love.
It is most interesting to see how up-to-date some

of the ideas of a gynaecologist who lived in the time
of the emperors Trajan and Hadrian (98-138) can
be.

Soranus was a Greek who later went to Rome.
His book covered most of the symptoms which

still present as gynaecological symptoms. Not all
the treatments are hopelessly out of date.

For instance, the dilute acid treatment of a pro-
lapsed uterus with ulceration, after replacing the
uterus and packing the vagina with a tampon, is
still good treatment.
There has clearly been great team work in pro-

ducing this translation from the Greek, with
plentiful reference to German literature bearingon the times.

E.E.P.

ESSENTIALS OF MODERN SURGERY
Edited by R. M. HANDFIELD-JONES, M.C., M.S.,

F.R.C.S. and SIR ARTHUR E. PORRITT, K.C.M.G.,
C.B.E., M.A., M.Ch., F.R.C.S. Fifth edition.
Pp. xv + 1,276, with 649 illustrations, many in
colour. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd.
I957. 75s.
H. J. & P., as this text book is so well known,

reached its 19th birthday this year and celebrated it
with a fifth edition.
The book has been thoroughly revised and much

new subject matter introduced without losing the
essential character of the book. It is still a text
book of surgery contained within one volume and
has continued to lay emphasis on the fundamental
principles of surgery. It is, therefore, a necessary
part of the library of every undergraduate or
graduate student of surgery.
The chief virtues of this book lie in the careful

presentation of its subject matter which is well
defined and classified as well as being well written.
Each subject is given a solid pathological foundation
from which diagnosis and treatment are deduced.
Common disorders are dealt with at length and
rarities but briefly mentioned. A notable exceptionis ulcerative colitis, an increasingly important dis-
order which is rather peremptorily dismissed.
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