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the survey no fewer than a half have onchocerciasis
and that 30,000 have been blinded by it.
The author, who is the Director of the Entomo-,

logical Unit of the British Empire Society for the
Blind, describes in detail the distribution and the
biology of the Simulium damnosum. The incidence
and transmission of onchocerciasis in the fly and
among humans are then dealt with and finally the
possibilities of preventing and controlling the disease
are discussed.

It is clear that personal repellants and detriments
have only a minor role to play in the suppression
of the disease and that it can only be eradicated by
a widespread and costly disinfection of all the rivers
and tributaries where the flies breed. It is to be
hoped that money and equipment for the control
scheme proposed by Dr. Crisp will be forthcoming.

J.J.T.

SIR GEORGE BUCKSTON BROWNE
By JESSIE DOBSON, B.A., M.Sc. Pp. viii + 142,
with 28 illustrations. Edinburgh: E. & S.
Livingstone. 1957. 25s.
Like all good biographies, this volume illuminates

the age as clearly as the man. Both alike were
remarkable for individuality, perseverence and
achievement. Buckston Browne attained a position
which no longer exists under present-day policies.
Cheated of the English Fellowship at the start of
his career by the vindictiveness of an examiner
who was jealous of his chief, he did not set foot in
the college again for 20 years. When he did return
it was not with rancour, but with immense
generosity.
The farm in Kent is of huge value to experimental

surgeons and physiologists. The dinners in London,
which also bear his name, are a reminder at once of
his conviviality and of his interest in many scientific
societies in which he played an active part after his
retirement.
He steadfastly declined to give evidence in court

against any colleague.
Read and do thou likewise.

CHRONIC BRONCHITIS IN NEWCASTLE
UPON TYNE

By A. G. OGILVIE, M.D., F.R.C.P., and D. J.
NEWELL, M.A. Pp. vii + 115. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. I957. i5s.
In the introductory chapter of this small book the

unfavourable incidence of chronic bronchitis in the
U.K. is well presented. Within the U.K. there are
well-recognized regional variations in incidence and
the survey described here is probably the first
attempt to correlate the various factors which
operate to produce variations in incidence within the
confines of a single highly bronchitic area. A
statistical assessment ofthe roles ofsmoking, asthma,
working conditions, economic status, housing and
atmospheric pollution as related to locality was made
in this study.

Whilst advances have been made in recent years
in the treatment of chronic bronchitis and its com-
plications, there can be little doubt but that the
main attack on this prime cause ofmorbidity must be
preventive in nature. This survey, and, it is to be
hoped, others along similar lines which should
follow, will help to promote the necessary interest
in medical, social and political thought.

K.D.B.

THE AUTONOMIC NERVOUS SYSTEM
Edited by W. S. FELDBERG. British Medical

Bulletin, Vol. 13, No. 3, September 1957. PP. 78.
London: British Council. I957. 2os.
The possibility exists that the autonomic nervous

system has been both advanced in our knowledge
and also productive of more first-class experimental
work than any other section of physiology in recent
years. In addition, the knowledge so culled has
been of greater practical application in its immediate
future to medicine and scientific understanding
than perhaps any other of neurology.
This advance stems from the work of T. R.

Elliott at Cambridge in I904 and of Otto Loewi in
1921. From these two pioneers, very largely through
Sir Henry Dale and his school at Hampstead, in
the M.R.C. Laboratories has developed the concept
of chemical transmission across synapses by specific
humoral agents, of the isolation of these chemicals
leading to the terms 'cholinergic' and ' adren-
ergic,' of the application of the same principles to
sensory perception and central nervous transmission.
Throughout the study has led to the discarding of
basic generalizations and long-standing concepts.

This volume, introduced by Dale, leads to the
study of paradoxes; how injury does not necessarily
terminate function, but may even elicit new and
previously unrelated nervous activities; how the
same chemical transmitter acting on (apparently)
exactly similar target organs can produce opposing
and opposite effects; how even the same trans-
mitter can on the same organ give opposing effects;
how the ' apocrine ' sweat glands of the horse are
adrenergic and respond to adrenaline even when no
sympathetic or parasympathetic nerves reach them.
Evidence is presented of sympathomimetic amines
being present in the brain, of the action of auto-
nomic transmitters in the brain, in the sensory
nervous system and in the motor end plate. The
chemical mechanism of catechols in this process is
studied deeply. Without saying further it -is
adequate to emphasize that the quality of authorship
is proportional to the quality and originality of the
work.

A.K.W.H.

BROMPTON HOSPITAL REPORTS: VOLUME
CXV: 1956

Pp. viii + 3I2, illustrated. London: Lloyd-Luke
Ltd. 1957. I5s.
The latest volume of the Brompton Hospital
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Reports contains 24 papers published by members
of the staff of the Brompton Hospital and the
London Chest Hospital. The scope is very wide
and reflects the trend of interest in different chest
diseases. Lung cancer and pulmonary tuberculosis
form the core of the volume and there are three
papers on cardiac subjects including Sir Russell
Brock's' Technique of Mitral Valvotomy.' Chronic
bronchitis, so neglected a disease in the past, is now
receiving very full attention and there are three
articles on certain aspects of this condition. The
' Reports ' maintains the high standard of its pre-
decessor and is recommended to all interested in
chest disease.

L.L.B.

CANADIAN JOURNAL OF SURGERY
JOURNAL CANADIEN DE CHIRURGIE

For some years the surgeons of Canada have felt
the need for a national journal in which they could
publish their own original work. Last year the
leading surgical groups in Canada met and re-
quested the Canadian Medical Association to under-
take the publishing of a quarterly Canadian Journal
of Surgery. The Association gladly agreed to co-
operate in this, and we are happy to announce that
the first issue of the Canadian Journal of Surgery
appeared on October i, 1957. The Editorial Board
consists of the professors of surgery from the 12
Canadian medical schools, with Dr. R. M. Janes of
Toronto, President of the Royal College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons of Canada, as chairman of the
Board. Publication is under the general super-
vision of the Editor of the Canadian Medical
Association Journal.

Enquiries about the Journal should be addressed
to Canadian Journal of Surgery, C.M.A. House, 150
St. George Street, Toronto 5, Ontario.

THE CLINICAL EXAMINATION OF
PATIENTS WITH ORGANIC CEREBRAL

DISEASE
By R. KLEIN, M.D., and W. MAYER-GRASS, M.D.,

F.R.C.P. Pp. xiii + 96. London: Cassell &
Co. Ltd. I957. I5s.
In recent years there has been a considerable

advance in the understanding of the disorders of
the higher cerebral functions. It cannot be denied
that the clinical examination designed to elicit such
disorders may be a matter of considerable difficulty,
as they are normally multiple and manifest against
a background of a varying degree of dementia. A
patient who is unable to speak as the result of a
cortical lesion will show obvious evidence of a
specific defect in cerebral integration, but other
equally specific defects, such as disturbances con-
nected with the body scheme, may easily be missed

unless they are carefully sought for by special tests.
It is the object of this book to present the various
ways in which these disordered functions can be
examined and analysed. A great deal of the in-
formation on this subject has not previously been
presented in the form of a textbook and has only
appeared in the original articles. It is, therefore,
useful to be able to refer to a systematic presentation
of these tests and the book can definitely be recom-
mended to both neurologists and psychiatrists
interested in the disorders of behaviour that may
result from organic cerebral disease.

N.S.G.

FRACTURES AND RELATED INJURIES
By J. GRANT BONNIN, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S. Pp.
x + 7Io, with 775 illustrations. London:
William Heinemann Ltd. 1957. 84s.

4 The author's aim in writing this book has been to
produce a 'practical manual of immediate trau-
matic surgery and post-traumatic after-care for the
postgraduate surgeon and a reference book for the
undergraduate.' The volume is divided into two
parts: the first, smaller, part covers fractures in
general and the second part deals with fractures of
individual bones. Sections on chemotherapy and on
fractures of the skull and of the face and jaw are
contributed by Dr. Allan Gray, Mr. T. G. I. James
and Mr. J. N. Barron.

Because of the author's dual aim, a certain un-
evenness is noticeable throughout the book, a gooddeal of information useful to the postgraduate
surgeon being mixed up with material more suitable
for inclusion in a student's textbook. This admix-
ture of elementary material has led to restriction of
the space allocated to matters of importance to the
practising surgeon. For instance, injuries of nerves
are dealt with in two pages, no mention being made
of the very important distinction between degenera-
tive and non-degenerative lesions. On the other
hand, twice as much space is allocated to a con-
sideration of varieties of fracture, an aspect of the
subject with which the postgraduate surgeon could
reasonably be expected to be familiar.
The author's statement that 'with succeeding

years the principles of treatment of fractures have
altered very little' is one that will be generallyaccepted. It might, however, be expected that in a
modem textbook of this nature the reader could be
told more about the relative importance of these
principles in any one fracture. It might, perhaps,have been better had each section on individual
fractures contained rather less about symptoms and
signs and rather more about the aims of treatment
and about the result likely to be obtained.
Some of the methods of treatment advocated byMr. Grant Bonnin are open to criticism. For

instance, in dealing with the operative treatment of
the fracture of the femoral neck he advises that after
impaction of the fracture the nail should be driven
home. Many men take the view that this last pro-ceeding will produce only one effect-disimpaction
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