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TEXTBOOK OF BRITISH SURGERY
Volume 2

Edited by SIR HENRY SOUTTAR, C.B.E., D.M.,
F.R.C.S., and J. C. GOLIGHER, Ch.M., F.R.C.S.
Pp. viii+693, with 349 illustrations. London:
William Heinemann Ltd. 1957. Io5s.
The second volume of this work continues the

high standard set by the first. The head, neck and
thorax are fully covered, including the surgery of
the eye.
The chapters on the surgery of the breast by

Handley, the neck by Ewing and those dealing
with the thoracic contents are of special interest.
Holmes Sellors writes on the pleura, lung, bronchus
and mediastinum, Piercy on the thymus, Dillwyn
Thomas on the surgery of pulmonary tuberculosis,
Franklin on the oesophagus, and Barrett and
Anderson on the heart and great vessels. This
latter chapter is most interesting and the sections
dealing with the clinical features, pre-operative
investigation and selection of patients for operation
are of particular value. It is a pity that a biblio-
graphy has not been included-surely an essential
requirement for a chapter on such a subject. It is
also unfortunate that the preservation of arteries
by freeze-drying is described in an incorrect and
misleading way. These criticisms are of a minor
nature and intended as a guide to the editors in the
preparation of future editions.
The book is strongly recommended.
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BCG AND VOLE
VACCINATION

new revised edition
K. NEVILLE IRVINE

M.A., D.M., M.R.O.S., L.R.O.P.

Adviser in BCG Vaccination to the Oxford
Regional Hospital Board

The form of this handbook has remained
unchanged, but over two hundred altera-
tions have been made in the text to bring
it up to date. New sections on treatment
both of the normal vaccination reaction
and of complications have been added for
the benefit of the general practitioner.

Clothbound 15s.
102 pages, 10 coloured plates, comprehensive index
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PSYCHOSYNTHESIS

By J. P. CRAWFORD, M.D., M.R.C.P., D.P.M.
Pp. Io4, with 2 illustrations. London: Ash &
Co. Ltd. 1956. No price given.
Psychiatric texts today usually fall into one of

several well-defined classes, such as textbooks (at
various levels), introductions, synopses, and reviews
of the 'modem trends' type. The latter are
obviously the best for the practitioner, if not for
the student, for they present him with up-to-date
information which is more contemporary than any
textbook can claim to be, yet which lacks the pre-
maturity of many of the articles in the medical
journals. Since scientific research publications
appear in such prolific quantities, however, such
reviews must always be exposed to the criticism
that their scope is too limited, or that the period
which they cover is too short. Neither of these
can be raised against the present volume of Dr.
Crawford's, which attempts to provide a review of
psychiatric papers which will, at the same time,
provide a unification of theories from the over-
lapping fields of neurology, psychiatry and psycho-
logy. This is an ambitious enough project to daunt
the greatest writer; to cover the period from I836
(the author's earliest reference) to I956 places it
among the 12 labours of Hercules; to attempt to
do so in only 82 pages of text cannot but be anti-
climactic, and produce a work, in the author's
own words: 'incomplete and unsatisfactory in many
respects.'

This slim volume covers sleep and consciousness;
mood and feeling; energy, metabolism and tone,
perception, memory, and imagination; attention,
concentration and learning; growth, maturity and
decay; instinct and development; environment,
pathology and psychopathology; prophylaxis and
treatment. There is a very full bibliography but
no index-a rather serious omission in a book which
is so highly concentrated. Some of the references
are unnecessary and pedantic, e.g. '. . . although
its (speaking of this book) " trajectory " (Holloway,
1956) must inevitably be limited by the time,
perhaps it may prove of value as a general " frame-
work " (Taylor, 1954) within which specialists may
co-operate (Adrian, 1954).' On the other hand,
many statements are made without source references
which are quite anecdotal: ' Older adolescent boys
are no doubt struck by the smooth skin of younger
boys ' (page 73).
The shortcomings of this work lie in the project

itself, and not in the author. To organize his very
extensive reading into such a cohesive and con-
densed form is praiseworthy in itself, and the book
will be of value in providing references drawn from
contrasting disciplines under one heading. Because
of this inter-disciplinary synthesis, there will be
found in this volume much which is new, much
which will stimulate further research, and much
which will give us pause to think and reorientate
some of our favourite psychiatric preconceptions.

L.R.C.H.
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