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A SYNOPSIS OF SURGICAL ANATOMY
By ALEXANDER LEE MCGREGOR, M.Ch., F.R.C.S.

8th edition. Pp. xii + 808, with 766 diagrams.
Bristol: John Wright & Sons Ltd. 1957. 32s. 6d.
' Lee McGregor' has stood the test of time and,

no doubt, will continue so to do. This new eighth
edition continues in the excellence of its pre-
decessors; some of the older text has been omitted
to make way for new work. The sections devoted
to the anatomy and surgery of the autonomic
nervous system have been rewritten and the coverage
extended; sections of the paragangliomata, adrenal-
ectomy and injuries to large lymph ducts have been
included.
The new section on the herniae of the diaphragm

must be singled out for praise, the text and illustra-
tions settling much turbulence of thought on these
matters. Although this chapter, together with those
on the anal sphincters and their disease relations
and that on the autonomies, are worthy of special
mention, the rest of the text maintains its very high
standard of presentation and comprehension, aided
by the excellent illustrations of Dr. E. A. Thomas,
to produce a ' Synopsis' whose value to the prac-
tising surgeon and instructing anatomist is supreme.

EXTENSILE EXPOSURE
By ARNOLD K. HENRY, M.B., M.Ch., F.R.C.S.I.
2nd edition. Pp. xii + 320, with 298 illustrations.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. I957. 45s.
It is a delight to see another edition of Professor

Henry's book, which must be part of every surgeon's
reading for two reasons, firstly for its content and
secondly for its presentation. It is hardly likely to be
paralleled anywhere in scientific writing as a prime
example of the use of the English language and its
literature to present cold fact with such warmth
and life.
The first text has been extended to include

approaches in the neck to Burn's space, virtually
the entire length of the vertebral artery and special
exposures for operative treatment of torticollis.
Section II now describes a posterior approach to the
first part of the subclavian artery, a new variety of
aneurysm needle-most adept, a technique for
removing pulmonary emboli and an anterior extra-
pleural approach to the sympathetic chain. The

problem of bleeding at prostatectomy receives atten-
tior in Section III, with an extraperitoneal method
of ' prelusive ' ligation of arteries ' named ' prostatic
before prostatectomy; the same approach is
described for section of the sensory nerve to the
hip joint.

In these times of rapidly extending surgical treat-
ment of major limb arteries, Section IV is particu-
larly welcome in that the previously described
approaches are supplemented by a series of exposure
methods for the deeper branches of the femoral
artery, both from in front and behind, and ap-
proaches to the distal part and branches of the
popliteal artery. To this vascular part is added an
account of a technique for removing the talus.
The publishers produce a volume up to their

usual standard of excellence, particularly notable in
this instance for its truly ' handy' size. Altogether
this book deserves the highest praise on all accounts
and in particular, as noted above, for its literary
example, which could be followed with advantage
by such a large majority of current authors.

PHYSICAL METHODS IN PHYSIOLOGY
By W. T. CATTON, M.Sc. Pp. xi + 375, illustrated.
London: Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons Ltd. I957.
42S.
This book is a welcome addition to the still sparse

literature of biophysics. In each of the six main
chapters the physical methods which have been
used in the study of a particular physiological
system are described and the results achieved are
discussed. The chapter headings are 'Blood,'
' Circulation,' ' Respiration,' ' Muscle,' ' Peri-
pheral Nerve' and 'The Physical Basis of Body
Heat Exchanges.' There is a final chapter on the
difficulties of applying electronic techniques to
biology. Special senses, the E.C.G. and E.E.G. are
deliberately excluded as being well served already
by special treatises.
The author has given a very thorough account, in

this limited field, of the achievements of physical
technique and all workers in experimental physi-
ology and medicine might find it valuable as a
source of reference. It is not, however, easy reading.
The author expects a fair knowledge of physics in
the reader (for instance, entropy appears without
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