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PULMONARY CARCINOMA
Pathogenesis, diagnosis and treatment

Edited by EDGAR MAYER, M.D. and HERBERT C.
MAIER, M.D. Pp. xvi + 540, illustrated.
London: Pitman Medical Publishing Co. 1956.
£6.
Eighteen American authors succeed in covering

almost as many aspects of pulmonary carcinoma.
The breadth of approach is exemplified by the
inclusion of chapters devoted to modern concepts of
cancer research, pulmonary function tests and
psychological considerations in addition to compre-
hensive sections on the pathology, clinical features,
differential diagnosis, radiology and treatment.

Despite the multiplicity of authors there is a
welcome lack of repetition except where it is
obviously intended to stress a particular point. In
this connection emphasis is laid on the detection of
cancer in the ' incipient ' or very early stage, the
clinical importance of the histological type of tumour
and the usefulness of exfoliative cytology in
diagnosis. One wonders, however, how often this
last form of investigation is available to the average
clinician. Discussion of some difficult issues such
as management of the terminal stages in an inoper-
able case or the diagnosis of coincident carcinoma
and tuberculosis is noteworthy for the practical
quality of the advice that is given.' In the contro-
versial questions of a more academic nature such as
the multifocal origin of alveolar cell carcinoma or
the classification of bronchial adenoma the alter-
native views are fully stated together with those of
the author.
There are occasional sources of irritation which

may offend the purist such as the term ' cirrhosis of
the lung,' but perhaps this is no worse tfian speaking
of ' red hepatization' ! In the midst of the
excellent clinical section one is somewhat surprised
by the prosaic statement that ' The X-ray is a most
revealing method of study for an investigation of
cough, wheezing, chest pain, dyspnoea or
hemoptysis ' (sic).
The text is beautifully illustrated with over I50

pictures including X-rays, photomicrographs and
gross specimens. Several of these are in colour,
as are the excellent plates in the chapter on exfolia-
tive cytology by Professor Papanicolaou. An
appendix includes I5 illustrated case histories
together with the points that may be learned from
each.

MODERN TRENDS IN NEUROLOGY
(Second Series)

Edited by DENIS WILLIAMS, C.B.E., M.D., D.Sc.,
F.R.C.P. Pp. xi + 350, with 8o illustrations.
London: Butterworth & Co., Ltd. I955. 72s. 6d.
This is the second volume in this series devoted

to neurology and it reviews some of the more
important advances that are taking place in this
field. Each of the different authors has been chosen

for his particular interest in a subject and his terms
of reference included not only a precis of all the
current work of significance connected with it, but
also reasonable speculation in its future trends.

It is not possible to discuss each of the 24 essays
presented in this volume, but the policy has been to
lay due stress on the basic sciences on which
neurology rests. For instance, the recent advances
in the anatomy of the nervous system are discussed,
as well as physiological problems connected with
the circulation of the cerebro-spinal fluid. However,
although the chapter that is read first of all will no
doubt depend on the bent of the individual reader,
one of the values of a book of this kind is that it
contains information in an easily accessible form
on subjects that may be relatively unfamiliar. There
are many neurologists, for example, who will
appreciate an assessment of the present role of
electro-myography in clinical practice. This book
can leave the reader in no doubt that neurology is
advancing in many ways, which must be a measure
of the health of any speciality. Details are given on
the stage that the medical treatment of epilepsy has
reached and the special interest of temporal lobe
epilepsy has rightly earned it a chapter of its own.
Cervicdl spondylosis, subarachnoid haemorrhage
and occlusion of the internal carotid arteries are
some of the other clinical subjects on which up-to-
date information is of particular value. The book
does not claim to be in any way comprehensive, but
it cannot fail to contain many things of interest to
those working in this field and it can be recom-
mended without reservations. A uniformly high
standard of erudition is maintained throughout and
the format of the book is excellent.

N.S.G.

LUMBAR PUNCTURE AND SPINAIJ
ANALGESIA

By SIR ROBERT MACINTOSH, M.A., D.M., F.R.C.S.,
F.F.A.R.C.S. Second edition. Pp. viii + 142,
with I I illustrations. Edinburgh: E. & S.
Livingstone Ltd. I957. 25S.
In the second edition of his very excellent mono-

graph Sir Robert Macintosh has made few altera-
tions or additions to the original text and illustrations.
There is some added information in the section
dealing with the spread of' light ' (I :i,5oo) nuper-
caine solution in the cerebrospinal fluid. The
author supports the view that, when so-called
' light ' analgesic solutions are used, it is the volume
injected which is the major factor determining
spread and not the specific gravity of the solution.
The book contains a lucid account of the anatomy

of the lumbar vertebral column with its allied
structures and a very good chapter on the technique
of lumbar puncture.
The illustrations, many in colour, are of the high

standard which one associates with publications
from the Nuffield Department of Anaesthetics.

This book should be read by newly-qualified
doctors who, when taking up their first appoint-
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ment, are often expected to carry out lumbar
puncture with only scant knowledge of the
procedure.

In spite of the fashionable trend away from the
use of spinal analgesia in anaesthetic practice, it is
still very widely used throughout the world.

Surgeons who like to administer their own spinal
anaesthetics might refer to this book with advantage.

However, anaesthetists, especially those reading
for higher diplomas, will probably wish to look
elsewhere fot a more comprehensive account of the
clinical side of spinal analgesia, especially with
regard to the varying techniques, and to diagnostic
and therapeutic uses of the art.

C.C.C.

BLOOD PRESSURE SOUNDS AND THEIR
MEANINGS

By JOHN ERSKINE MALCOLM, B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B.,
F.R.C.S. Pp. vii + 93, with 45 illustrations.
London: William Heinemann Ltd. I957.
12S. 6d.
Those of us who, in our innocence, imagine that

the sounds arising from the antecubital fossa during
measurement of the arterial blood pressure are a
simple matter of blood rushing through a constricted
segment of artery, are rudely shaken by this short
book. The Korotkov sounds are ingeniously
demonstrated to be a function of a curve expressing
the pressure-volume relationship of the artery
under the cuff.
The business of the book is to present the

evidence for the author's theory of systemic arterial
resonance. Briefly stated, the arteries are postu-
lated as being in a state of resonance, due to
impulses from the heart and their reflections.
SysteIms of stationary, non-progressive waves of
fixed length and position develop in the arterial
system.

While this book is essentially one for the
specialist in circulatory dynamics, the concept put
forward and its implications in terms of deforming
and injurious forces on the arterial wall is of
sufficient importance to merit consideration from
all those interested in arterial disease generally and
in its mechanical aspects in particular.

H.K.

SURGERY OF THE ANUS, ANAL CANAL
AND RECTUM

By E. S. R. HUGHES, M.D., M.S., F.R.C.S.,
F.R.A.C.S. Pp. xi + 304, with 276 illustrations.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. I957.
£2 I OS.
It is a great pleasure to read a new British book

on proctology. Mr. Hughes presents his subject
in an admirably clear and succinct form with care-
fully chosen, clear illustrations. No space is
wasted and no excess of wordage or picture allowed

to confuse the various issues. While largely a
commentary of Mr. Hughes' own work with its
flavour of St. Mark's, the contents are not one-
sided and a suitable selection of the most important
references is given. The book covers the whole
field of proctology and when this relatively narrow
field impinges upon and continues into related
areas, these points of contact and associated areas
are surveyed.
The ending of the book with an historical

appendix, a most happy and enlightening chap-
ter, completes the perspective of Mr. Hughes'
thoroughly excellent presentation which is most
strongly recommended to all to whom proctology
is of moment.

A.E.C.

DISEASES AND DISORDERS OF THE COLON
ByANTHONY BASSLER, M.D., F.A.C.P., F.A.C.G.,
LL.D. Pp. ix + 2 7, with 79 illustrations. Oxford:
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1957. 5IS.
The author of this book is a physician and he

attempts to cover both the medical and surgical
affections of the colon. The Medical sections con-
tain much useful information, but they are spoilt
by careless writing and bad arrangement. There
are, for instance, two separate chapters on parasitic
disorders: one of these includes an account of the
intestinal effects of hyperthyroidism and of para-
thyroid and adrenal deficiency; the other contradicts
several statements made in the first. The surgical
portions are frankly misleading.

H.L.B.

PULMONARY COMPLICATIONS OF
ABDOMINAL SURGERY

By A. R. ANSCOMBE, M.S., F.R.C.S. Pp. x + I2I1,
illustrated. London: Lloyd-Luke Ltd. I957. CI.
The author of this monograph should feel well

satisfied with his work. Much that has hitherto
been the result of clinical impression or demon-
strable only incompletely by experiment is ex-
plained. While the techniques used may not have
everyday applications they are sufficiently prac-
ticable to be brought into use easily for investigation
of respiratory problems associated with surgical
work.

While many of the facts elicited are of a con-
firmatory nature, the demonstration, for example,
that the transthoracic approach to the gastro-
oesophageal area produces less post-operative
respiratory disability than the transabdominal
route may raise not a few eyebrows; and this is by
no means the only, perhaps unexpected, fact
demonstrated.
The publishers have produced an eminently

readable volume which should be read by all who
undertake the care of surgical patients.

A.E.C.

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.33.382.421-b on 1 A

ugust 1957. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

