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THE CARE OF THE EXPECTANT MOTHER
By JOSEPHINE BARNES, D.M., F.R.C.S., F.R.C.O.G.

Pp. x + 270, illustrated. London: Pitman
Medical Publishing Co. Ltd. 1956. 30s.
It is particularly timely that this book should

appear when intensive research is being carried out
into ways of promoting better collaboration between
the three branches of medicine concerned with the
care of the expectant mother and with the delivery
of her baby. These three branches are the specialist,
the general practitioner and the midwife.
The book is written by a specialist, who is herself

a most gifted teacher with a rare ability to attract
students in large numbers to her lectures and ward
rounds.
The book is designed for the general practitioner

and senior midwife: but mainly for the general
practitioner.
The book is written clearly and without any waste

of words. It is different from the ordinary text
book of midwifery in many respects; being
copiously illustrated with exceedingly well-produced
drawings, diagrams and x-rays.
There is adequate attention to the diagnosis of

the normal and the abnormal in pregnancy.
There is certainly sufficient information about

development and about normal anatomy for all
qualifying examinations and also enough for the
D.R.C.O.G.
The value of good ante-natal care is stressed in

chapter after chapter, although it is a little strange
to find Miss Barnes saying that it is unnecessary to
examine the abdomen until the 32nd week, unless
abdominal symptoms develop or the uterus becomes
excessively large.
The chapter dealing with the Rhesus factor is

especially lucid. Such details as how to test urine
are clearly and fully given. Enough is given to help
in the diagnosis of malpresentation.

Sensible and adequate advice is given about ante-
partum haemorrhage.

Diets, as one would expect from a disciple of
Professor F. J. Browne, and the whole management
of toxaemia, is beautifully done, as are chapters on
the diseases that may co-exist with pregnancy.

All in all, this book is one that every general
practitioner who is practising midwifery at home,
should possess, for the style makes it easy to read,
the message of good ante-natal care and midwifery
is clearly put across and unnecessary wordiness has
been completely spared.

!F.E.P.

MUNRO KERR'S OPERATIVE OBSTETRICS
By J. CHASSAR MOIR, Hon.LL.D., M.A., M.D.,

F.R.C.S., F.R.C.O.G. Sixth edition. Pp. x +
Ioo8, with 407 illustrations. London: Bailliere,
Tindall and Cox, Ltd. I957. £5 5s.
This book, in the lifetime of both authors-

Munro Kerr who wrote the first editions and
Chassar Moir who has virtually re-written this
edition-has rightly become a classic.

It is a book for specialists. In fact, every
specialist who practises operative obstetrics should
possess a copy. In its thousand pages it contains
a very full extract of world literature on almost
every subject it tackles. For instance, on one page
dealing with appendicitis in pregnancy which itself
contains only about 300 words, there are references
to It other publications. It also contains Professor
Chassar Moir's views as to the treatment he himself
uses in most instances.
There is an exceptionally fine chapter on

Caesarean Section, and the steps in the operation
are now beautifully illustrated by colour photo-
graphs taken from a film of the operation.

Such procedures as symphysiotomy, which may
be thought to be an outdated operation by some, is
treated seriously over nine pages with all the pros
and cons of the operation properly examined.

Everywhere throughout the text the interest of
the reader is kept up by well written quotations
from case histories; some of these from Munro
Kerr's own unbelievably extensive practice, others
from Professor Chassar Moir's, and others from
the literature.
A subject such as ectopic pregnancy is dealt with

from' the standpoint of pathological anatomy,
clinical typing and, of course, from the operative
procedure aspect.
There is so much in this book that it is sometimes

a little difficult to find one's way around, in particu-
lar, when searching for such a relatively newly
popular procedure as the Brandt-Andrews man-
oeuvre. The reviewer was unable to find any
mention of it in the index, nor was it possible to
find the manoeuvre in the initial chapter which
concerns the prevention of post partum haemor-
rhage, nor where he writes about the use of intra-
venous ergometrine. It was found eventually in
the chapter dealing with post partum haemorrhage
and it was given a very fair review. For a student
working for a higher examination, the inability to
learn all about one particular subject in one chapter
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