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EDITORIAL

Book Reviews
Most journals publish book reviews with the

object of indicating to their readers the reviewer's
opinion of the book. In the case of novels this is
all that is required but when it is anticipated that
the book will pass through further editions, as is
the case with niost medical and some scientific
textbooks, then it is usual for the reviewer to point
out any errors or suggest any improvements which
the author might like to incorporate in these
later editions.
The reviewer of a medical book can therefore

contribute to the improvement of the book and his
criticism, if constructive, may be of great help to
the author, but his first duty is to indicate who will
benefit from reading the book and to give a general
outline of its scope and standard. An unsatis-
factory review is the one which points out a few
spelling mistakes and then says that the book is
worth buying. This does not tell the reader
enough and, after all, the object of the review is to
advise the public about the book. A firm state-

ment of opinion is better than a vague' general-
ization; if, in the reviewer's opinion, the book is
good, bad or indifferent lie should say so and he
should say what need it fills and who may benefit
from reading it. This is of particular importance
in the case of those medical books which may be
intended for only a small section of our profession.
The careful study of reviews, particularly those

which contain constructive criticisms, will greatly
assist an author in the preparation of further
editions, but it appears that only a minority of
reviews published in medical journals are of real
value. All too often the review has been written by
someone with little knowledge of book production;
unfortunately authors are usually too busy to
review the works of others. The POSTGRADUATE
MEDICAL JOURNAL has always published a number
of reviews because so many of our readers are
potential purchasers of medical books and it is
hoped that these reviews help them in'the sifting
of the wheat from the chaff.
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