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each particular section, and the disadvantage that
the sections sometimes overlap and are rather
uneven.
The important chapters on clinical diagnosis and

medical treatment are detailed and interesting and
the information is sound, but the use of multiple
divisions and sub-divisions leads to much repetition
and is confusing if read through in continuity;
although this method has the advantage that each
sub-section is more or less self-sufficient. The
paragraphs concerning haemoptysis under the head-
ing of symptoms is followed one page later by
another paragraph on haemoptysis under the head-
ing of early manifestations with repetition of the
same three quotations. It is rather confusing to
find the investigation of chest x-ray separated from
the investigations of bronchoscopy and the labora-
tory by many pages relating to treatment.
As the section on treatment progresses, 'anti-

biotics ' and' chemotherapy ' degenerate into ' anti-
microbials.' Perhaps a dislike of the substitution
of the word ' tubercle ' for ' tuberculosis ' is no
more than a personal prejudice of the reviewer.
The balance of space devoted to artificial pneu-mothorax treatment is curious since one page is

devoted to modem indications whereas five are giveto complications. Although many surgeons would
no doubt agree that this is a fair division, most
physicians consider that serious complications are
exceedingly rare at the present time providing care
is taken in the selection of the cases. Although the
indications are few, they are sometimes strong and
clear cut, as for instance where a small cavity and
positive sputum remain in spite of prolonged rest
and antibiotic treatment.
The section on surgical treatment is excellent-it

is clear and well balanced and the writer stresses
the current problems of the ultimate outlook of
patients treated with prolonged antibiotic therapy.This fundamental problem of whether or not
additional active medical or surgical measures are
indicated, is nearly always decided in conference
between physician and surgeon, and it would seem
that there would be a great advantage in the two
combining to write the chapters on treatment.
This is a very good book, however, and so many

rapid changes have occurred in tuberculosis that
there is a need for an up-to-date book of this
calibre. It is well produced and well illustrated,
and by modem standards not expensive.

PRICE'S TEXTBOOK OF THE PRACTICE OF
MEDICINE

Edited by D. HUNTER, M.D., F.R.C.P. Ninth
edition. Pp. xiv + 1,774. London: Geoffrey
Cumberlege, Oxford University Press. 1956.
63s.
In its ninth edition Price's Textbook of Medicine

has undergone a complete metamorphosis. Under
the Editorship of Dr. Donald Hunter, a new
distinguished team of contributors has revised and
rewritten the book. While it retains a superficial
physical resemblance to previous editions, it is to all
intents a new textbook; its rebirth must be con-
sidered something of an event.
The textbook created by Dr. F. Price and his

colleagues in 1922 has long been a notable contri-
bution to British medicine and teaching. While
arduous revision had maintained its prominence, it
was evidently becoming increasingly difficult to
incorporate new approaches and emphases into the
old framework. The handing on of the book by the
masters of the older era of medicine to the active
participants of the new must be considered as fruit-
ful as it is graceful.
The many entirely new contributions are noted

in the opening pages and few of the major sections
are without notable change. The paper is whiter
and more opaque than in previous editions and page
size slightly larger.

Critical readers might take issue with a number of
small points. Discussing the signs of mitral
regurgitation the first heart sound is stated to be
' normal.' Aneurysmal dilatation of the left atrium
is not mentioned. The administration of quinidine
for the treatment of a number of cardiac arrhythmias
is recommended but the role of the E.C.G. in, con-
trolling dosage is not mentioned. A brave attempt
is made to describe the electrical activity of the heart
in a book without illustrations. Would even
simple line drawings add greatly to the cost of
production ?
The account of brachial and sciatic neuritis is

difficult to follow and the evidence presented seems
hardly to justify a right of identity. Also somewhat
confusing is the account of the inheritance of
dystrophia myotonica; the story of ' anticipation '

is perpetuated without comment as to its probable
fallacies.
On page I,i88, the blood vessels of the skin are

described as acting as a thermostat rather than as a
radiator-convector, presumably controlled by a
central thermostat.

In the otherwise admirable section on disorders
of the blood one is mildly surprised to find no
mention of the mean corpuscular volume in
pernicious anaemia, if only alongside the mean red
cell diameter. Cushing's syndrome has been
omitted from the list of causes of secondary poly-
cythaemia, and on page 735, line I3, the word
'tests' should surely read 'acts.' There is a
sprinkling of misprints.
There can be few current single-volume textbooks

of medicine which approach the new Price in range
and detail. It can be confidently recommended to
the student as a wholly reliable guide to the ever-
complicating but ever-fascinating subject of
medicine.

H.K.
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