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other contributors, who come from London,
Cambridge, Manchester, Birmingham, Portsmouth
and Belfast-a fair indication of the very widespread
interest and activity in the field of renal disease in
this country, though it is perhaps a pity that only
the London Hospital and the Postgraduate Medical
School represent the London centres.
Many of these articles are of great interest and

provide authoritative up-to-date reviews of recent
work not readily available elsewhere (for example,
'Potassium Deficiency and the Kidney,' by Milne,
Muehrcke and Heard, and ' The Volume Control
of Body-Fluids ' by Oliver Wrong). The sections
on ' Azotaemic Renal Osteodystrophy ' (Stanbury),
'Renal Angiography ' (Murray and Tresidder) and
'Venography in Relation to the Kidney ' (Steiner)
are also outstanding contributions which are, in
addition, most beautifully illustrated. All the
illustrations are excellently reproduced.

It is possible to do justice to this remarkable
publication in a brief review; it is recommended
without qualification to everyone interested in any
aspect of renal function and renal disease. The
price is so reasonable that a large number of those
interested will be able to buy it.

CONTEMPORARY RHEUMATOLOGY
Proceedings of the Third Rheumatology Congress;
The Hague-Scheveningen. I955. Edited by
J. GOSLINGS, and H. vAN SwAAY. Pp. xix +
683, illustrated. London: Cleaver-Hume Press
Ltd. 1956. 95S.
This well-produced book is the official record of

the more important papers read at the Rheuma-
tology Conference in Holland in I955. The papers

are in English, French, Spanish and German, and
are divided into sections on rheumatic fever, con-
nective tissue, disc degeneration and osteoarthritis
of the spine, rheumatism and social medicine and
' free subjects.' Summaries in English are present
in almost all papers read in other tongues. It is
invidious to pick out special papers for comment
from such a large number, but the section on con-
nective tissue changes in rheumatic diseases is par-
ticularly worthy of close attention. This book is
a well-produced and well-edited cross section of-
what was a most interesting and instructive con-
ference.

F.D.H.

RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS AND PSORLASIS
VULGARIS

By T. BENEDEK, M.D. Pp. xii + 308, with 56
illustrations. Chicago: Chicago Medical Book Co.
'955. $12.
This is a personal book for Dr. Benedek sets out

in it his view that common skin diseases like
pompholyx, pityriasis rosea, seborrhoeic dermatitis
and psoriasis amongst others are caused by a specific
organism, and that the same organism also is the
cause of rheumatoid arthritis in its peripheral and
spinal form. The organism, which was found in a
vesicle of pompholyx in 1927 is a 'permanent
endoparasite ' of man and produces the various
diseases by bacterial-allergic reactions. A vaccine
has been prepared and good results are derived from
its use. Although the evidence is presented and
analysed in this monograph its publication does not
appear to have been followed by a general acceptance
of the author's concepts.

M.F.
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