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The Use of Hospital
Most hospitals have waiting lists and in many

the delay before a routine operation can be per-
formed exceeds one year. In view of this it is of
importance to consider which patients should be
marked for urgent admission. Acute emergencies
where immediate admission can save life or reduce
the morbidity of the patient's illness have an
obvious claim on a bed but after this the order of
priorities is less clear. In the majority of hospitals
malignant disease is next in the order of priorities
after acute emergencies. This practice is sound on
humanitarian grounds but it is sometimes carried
to such extremes that beds are wasted; for example
patients with advanced and obviously inoperable
tumours obtain urgent admission where they are
beyond all but palliative treatment of a type which
could have been carried out in their own home
under the supervision of their general prac-
titioner. This raises the whole question of the
home care of patients as a method of easing the
strain on costly hospital beds. During the past few
years there has been a considerable increase in this
field, particularly in the home care of children.
The paediatricians have led the profession in the

greater use of home care as a method of easing the
strain on hospital beds, with the result that the
decreasing use of hospital beds in the care of

infants and children was recently the subject for a
discussion at a meeting of the Section of
Paediatrics at the Royal Society of Medicine.
This is a very good thing and the paediatricians
have set a fine example to the whole profession. In
their case it is probable that the actual amount of
consultant work will increase rather than decrease
because of the greatly increased number of hospital
out-patient attendances and home visits which will
be needed.

In the case of adults there is a case to be made
for the acceleration of admission when medically
possible for those patients who economically de-
serve priority. For example, an active wage earner
with a minor but incapacitating complaint should
receive priority over an old age pensioner with a
similar lesion. Another factor which sometimes
causes unfairness in the admission of patients is
the priority which may be given to an interesting
case. There is a natural and understandable ten-
dency for us to give priority to patients of special
medical or'surgical interest and to keep them in
hospital for a little longer than would normally be
the case. Whilst the effect of this on a hospital
waiting list can only be slight it is an added factor
which taken in conjunction with the many others
tends to lengthen unnecessarily our waiting lists.
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