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account of macroscopic appearances is also often
included.

Histogenetic aspects are- dealt with in some
detail. The author discusses many controversial
points, and summarises the main views held by
others.

Consideration of intracranial neoplasms and
tumours of the female genital tract has been
deliberately excluded on the grounds that these are
dealt with in specialized textbooks. This is under-
standable in view of the vastness of the field of
tumour pathology; nevertheless this omission is
regrettable in a work of this kind.
The text is liberally illustrated by photomicro-

graphs. These are, of course, an integral part of
such a book, but to be of real use, and to avoid
misinterpretation, they must be of first-class
quality. Quite a number of the pictures in this
book fail to measure up to such a standard and it
is hoped that there will be considerable revision of
these in subsequent editions. Apart from this the
production is excellent.
Many useful references are included, and the

index leaves nothing to be desired.
The book should prove a most useful addition

to the pathologist s library.
H.B.

- EDINBURGH POSTGRADUATE LECTURES
IN MEDICINE. Volume 7, 1954

Published for the HONYMAN GILLESPIE TRUST.
Pp. xi + 256, illustrated. Edinburgh: Oliver &
Boyd Ltd. i956. 21s.
The I8 papers which this volume comprises

were selected for publication from a series of post-
graduate lectures delivered in the Royal Infirmary,
Edinburgh, under the auspices of a Trust estab-
lished before the war by the late Mrs. Honyman
Gillespie.

Subject matter is pot-pourri of medical, surgical,
obstetric, radiological and other topics, each con-
tributed by a specialist in the field who ranges in
seniority from senior registrar to university
professor. Scots contributors vastly outnumber
the Sassenachs.
The papers conform to a fairly constant pattern,

consisting of brief reviews of the subject (with
bibliography) followed by an account of personal
experience supported by more or less satisfactory
statistical presentation. In thus vein appear interest-
ing papers on surgery of mitral valve disease,
infantile gastro-enteritis, diabetes in pregnancy and
infantile hypertrophic pyloric stenosis. E. B.
French's paper on pigmentation should not be
missed by the membership candidate.

It must be said that in some instances the choice
of subject is unwise, for the considerable time-lag
before publication (up to four years) has rendered
certain observations obsolete by publication date.

Thus the papers on anticoagulants antedated
phenylindonedione, and that on chemotherapy in
pulmonary tuberculosis is unable to give a weighty
opinion on the value of iso-nicotinic acid hydrazine.
The message of this latter paper is further impaired
by certain obscurities in presentation. It contains
the excrutiating sentence, ' So far, I know of no
evidence about the effect of the emergence of
isoniazid resistance in abolishing the preventive
action of the drug in the emergence of resistance
to a second drug.' !
While a good proportion of the content of this

book is of lasting value, it is unfortunate that these
minor indiscretions should have marred it.

H.K.

PROGRESS IN RADIOBIOLOGY
Edited by J. S. MITCHELL, BARBARA E. HOLMES
and C. L. SMITH. Pp. xli + 557, illustrated.
Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd. 1956. 63s.
This is not a review as the title might suggest,

but a collection of the papers presented at the
Fourth International Conference on Radiobiology,
1955, together with an account of the discussion on
the papers. There are over seventy papers, from
workers all over the world, on subjects ranging
from physics to the effects of radiation on human
beings, All the papers are accounts of new work
and in addition there is a valuable review of
radiation chemistry as it affects radiobiology. This
volume, therefore, contains something of all current
work in radiobiology and as such will be very
useful to a specialist in the subject.

S.R.

ANATOMY FOR SURGEONS
Vol. 2: The Thorax, Abdomen and Pelvis

By W. HENRY HOLLINSHEAD, Ph.D. Pp. xiv + 934,
with 678 figures. London: Cassell & Co. Ltd.
I956. £7 7s.
In his preface the author states that his object-in

producing this text has been ' . . . to present . . .
a review of the broad basic anatomy with which
the surgeon is concerned . . . also a discussion of
those details upon which the more mature surgeon
bases his daily work.' These objects have been
fulfilled in a well written, well presented book,
albeit a little bulky.

Nevertheless, the value of such a book to a
practising surgeon is minimal and, to the unprac-
tised negligible, as the anatomy is covered in a
sketchy fashion, nor of great use to the tyro, and
the surgical principles are frequently too inadequate
to compete in any way with the standard texts.

A.E.C.
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