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CARDIAC PRESSURES AND PULSES
By ALDO A. LUISADA, M.D., and CHI KONG Liu,
M.D. Pp. vii + 16. New York and London:
Grune & Stratton Inc. 1956. $6.oo.
This is an excellent book. It is short, clear and

concise.
Several lengthy and, at times, verbose books

have been written about cardiac catheterization,
the analysis of pulse pressure records and the
recording of heart sounds. They are usually
unsuitable for medical registrars who want authori-
tative views in a few pages. Here there are
descriptions of the events of the cardiac cycle, a
good description of the technique of catheterization,
including the difficulties of interpretation of results
and the confusion of artifacts, and a final chapter
on formulae used in these procedures. The only
criticism is that some of the illustrations are not
quite up to the standard usually required for
publication, but they are understandable.
The reviewer hopes that the price will not be too

high for the cardiologists, physicians and registrars
who would enjoy and benefit from reading it.

R.D.

PLASTIC REPAIR OF GENITO-URINARY
DEFECTS

By GEORGE BANKOFF, M.D., D.Ch., F.R.C.S.,
F.R.F.P.S. Pp. xviii + 355, with 86 illustrations.
London: Pitman Medical Publishing Co. 1956.
£5 5s.
Besides dealing within the confines of its title,

this book covers a considerable range of genito-
urinary subjects. As far as the strictly plastic
surgical sections are concerned the author gives a
fairly clear account of a number of operations which
are well illustrated. Post-operative treatment
receives little attention. The selection of methods
is somewhat personal and the bibliography is scanty.
When the author strays into subjects other than

plastic surgery his writing is hazy if not frankly
misleading. His experiences of epididymitis would
appear to be limited to the pre-chemotherapeutic
era and not even of great historical interest. Proof-
reading has been poor, a number of obvious errors
having been overlooked; a section on page 93
headed Prostatic Tumours appears to have been
written about testicular tumours.
A book of half the present size confined to the

title subject and produced at a quarter of the present
price could conceivably be recommended.

CIBA FOUNDATION SYMPOSIUM ON PAPER
ELECTROPHORESIS

Edited by G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME, O.B.E., M.A.,
M.B., B.Ch., and ELAINE C. P. MILLAR,
A.H-W.C., A.R.I.C. Pp. xii + 224, with 74
illustrations. London: J. & A. Churchill Ltd.
1956. 35S.
Books that deal with controversial matters of

laboratory technique are in danger of being out-of-
date by the time they reach the public. Nevertheless
those engaged in this form of analytical technique
will benefit from the authoritative presentation, given
here, particularly from the verbatim reports of the
discussions. The atmosphere at these discussions
must have been more highly charged than the con-
ventional electrophoresis apparatus, the sparks are
many, they fire the imagination. What more could
one ask of any book? The modest volume touches
only slightly on the clinical field, the most inform-
ative chapter probably being that dealing with the
electrophoresis of the haemoglobins. In view of
this a more restricted title might have been indicated.

E.K.

TEXTBOOK OF PHYSIOLOGY AND
BIOCHEMISTRY

By G. H. BELL, B.Sc., M.D., F.R.F.P.S.G.,
F.R.S.E., J. N. DAVIDSON, M.D., D.Sc.,
F.R.F.P.S.G., F.R.S.E. and H. SCARBOROUGH,
M.B., Ph.D., F.R.C.P.E., M.R.C.P. Third
edition. Pp. xii + I,o68, illustrated. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. I956. 6os.
It is only six years since the first edition of

'Bell, Davidson and Scarborough' appeared, and
it is some measure of the popularity of this text-
book, and of the perspicacity of the authors and
publishers, that a third edition has appeared in
such a short space of time.
The text has increased by over a hundred pages

since the first edition, but this is inevitable in
keeping any modern textbook abreast of recent
advances. It is an easily assimilable work, with
well-chosen and executed illustrations. The pro-
duction is of the high standard associated with

copyright.
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