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SUBARACHNOID HAEMORRHAGE
By JOHN N. WALTON, M.D., M.R.C.P. Pp. xv
+ 350, with 25 illustrations. Edinburgh: E. & S.
Livingstone Ltd. 1956. 30s.
This is a subject that has demanded increasing

attention in recent years, especially since the intro-
duction of cerebral angiography has enabled the
aetiology of this type of haemorrhage to be placed
on a much firmer basis. It is also one that gives
rise to considerable controversy when deciding on
such questions as the best time to perform angio-
graphy and the form that treatment should take if
a vascular anomaly is demonstrated.

Therefore, although there may be rapid develop-
ments in the next few years, this assessment of the
various aspects of this condition as they stand today
is certainly of 'value. The literature has been
comprehensively reviewed and the knowledge
gained in other centres has been added to the
analysis of the case records of over three hundred
patients suffering from subarachnoid haemorrhage
who had been admitted to the Royal Victoria
Infirmary, Newcastle upon Tyne, during a ten-
year period.
The incidence and aetiology of subarachnoid

haemorrhage are considered and then the points of
significance in the patient's past and present
history. There is a detailed survey of the findings
on physical examination and of the results of the
various methods of investigation that may be em-
ployed. In the author's opinion the optimum
time for angiography is probably at the end of the
first week after the haemorrhage. There is a par-
ticularly interesting chapter on the immediate and
late prognosis of these patients, in which is collected
a great deal of information on what may happen
to them after their original admission to hospital.
Pathological aspects of the condition are fully
covered and finally there is an assessment of the
various forms of treatment. This last section
contains a consideration of such problems as the
performance of lumbar puncture, the use of hypo-
thermia and a comparison of the results of medical
and surgical treatment.

It will thus be seen that this book deals with
every problem of importance that is likely to be
met with in the management of this disease. The
information gathered together and the conclusions
reached are of considerable interest and will
undoubtedly be of help to all concerned in the
treatment of patients who have had a subarach-
noid haemorrhage.

N.S.G.

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE RORSCHACH
TECHNIQUE
Volume I

Edited by BRUNO KLOPFER. Pp. 828. London:
George G. Harrap & Co. Ltd. 1956. 50S.
It is nearly two years since Volume I of this

work was reviewed in these columns, and this con-
cluding volume completes what is undoubtedly the
finest exposition of the Rorschach Technique in
print today. This test, the first ever devised to
evaluate the total personality and today the most
widely used psychologic tool in existence, has
received considerable refinement and revalidation
in the 35 years that have elapsed since its brilliant
inception, and credit for much of the scoring and
evaluation system is due to Klopfer and his col-
leagues. The results of many years Rorschach
practice, development and research by the authors
make them eminently fitted to produce what has
become the principal treatise on this highly
specialized subject.
The second volume deals with the practice of the

test in genetic, social, medical, industrial and
anthropological psychology. The medical section is
brilliantly written, and due regard has been paid
to the limitations of the test in relation to modern
views on psychiatric diagnostics. The whole work
is too comprehensive to comment upon by parts,
but the section on the diagnosis of intracranial
organic pathology deserves special mention, since
this is one of the fields where the test can, in the
hands of an experienced clinician, be a most
valuable diagnostic aid. Recent published work
has shown that certain cerebral lesions can be
detected by this technique before the neurological
signs appear, and a number of independent investi-
gations have shown that the Rorschach can be
more effective in detecting brain pathology than
any other neurological test, including E.E.G. and
ventriculography. Acceptance of this purely psycho-
logic test in a neurodiagnostic role is shown by its
inclusion in the more recent major textbooks on
neurology.
The bibliography, which occupies over Ioo pages,

contains nearly 3,ooo references, all work since
1945 being classified under subject headings, and
there is also a complete list of names and a cumu-
lative index for both volumes. This magnum opus
of Rorschach literature stands above the need for
popular cliches: it can be thoroughly useful to
anyone interested in the scientific assessment of the
personality.

L.R.C.H.
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