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THE PATHOLOGY AND SURGERY OF THE
VEINS OF THE LOWER LIMB

By HAROLD DODD, Ch.M., F.R.C.S. and FRANK B.
COCKETT, M.S., F.R.C.S. Pp. ix + 462, with
313 illustrations. Edinburgh: E. & S.
Livingstone Ltd. 1956. 65s.
Harold Dodd and Frank Cockett are both well

known for their contributions to the understanding
and treatment of the diseases of the venous system
of the lower limbs and a book by them has been
awaited with great expectations. The result is
even better than one expected and this book can be
strongly recommended to all interested in these all
too common abnormalities.
Of particular value is the practical aspect of the

whole work and nearly every page contains sound
advice. This is the best book yet written on this
subject.

C.G.R.

JOINT LIGAMENT RELAXATION
treated by

FIBRO-OSSEUS PROLIFERATION
By GEORGE STUART HACKETT, M.D., F.A.C.S.

Pp. xiv + 97, with 17 illustrations. Oxford:
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1956. 36s.
The author relates the majority of cases of

backache to ' relaxation' of the ligaments of the
spinal and pelvic joints. ' Relaxation ' of liga-
ments follows accidents or chronic strain.
He has mapped out the areas of referred pain

from various ligaments and confirms his diagnosis
by abolishing the pain with local anaesthesia.
Treatment is by injection of the ligament with

a ' proliferating solution,' which produces scarring
in the ligament. Eighty per cent. cures are claimed
and many cases have been followed up for ten years
or more.

Details of techniques are given.

DISEASES OF THE LIVER
Edited by LEON SCHIFF, M.D., Ph.D. Pp. xix +

738, with 244 illustrations. London: Pitman
Medical Publishing Co., Ltd. 1956. £5 Ios.
This new book is written by a group of colla-

borators under the editorship of Dr. Leon Schiff of
Cincinnati. Each author is especially suited by
interest and experience to deal with individual sec-
tions and the result is an account of the more
important information at present available about
diseases of the liver. Contributions include not only
those from the United States but also from this
country. The book has the advantage that many
specialists are describing their particular interests so
that varied detailed viewpoints are given. Disad-
vantages of multiple authorship are that, even with
careful editing, there must be overlap of material
which adds to the length-and cost-of the book.
Some chapters are out of proportion, 67 pages for
instance are devoted to toxic hepatitis compared

with only 24 on jaundice. The book is beautifully
produced; illustrations are excellent. It can be
confidently recommended as a reference book to all
physicians interested in the liver.

VASCULAR PATTERNS AS RELATED TO
FUNCTION

Second Conference on Microcirculatory
Physiology and Pathology

Reprinted from Angiology, August 1955, Vol. 6,
No. 4. Pp. 136, with 55 illustrations. London:
Bailliere, Tindall & Cox Ltd. 1956. zos.
This monograph comprises eight papers treating

of' vascular patterns ' in minute vessels in general,
in the mesentery, skeletal muscle, grafts, endo-
metrium and placenta, the liver, spleen, human
conjunctiva and the cochlea. All the papers have
in common the endeavour to study vessels in situ
in the living tissue. This is successful in all cases
with the exception, understandably, of the primate
placenta (monkey and human), where Dr. Elizabeth
Ramsay has injected with India ink in as fresh a
state as possible, fixed, serial sectioned and prepared
three-dimensional models. In the other cases,
techniques used include direct microscopy of the
human conjuctiva, quartz rod illumination of livers
and cochlea (rabbit), exteriorised mesentery and
spleen, skin flaps and transparent chambers.
The importance of this monograph is that it

comprises records of the functional changes of
living vessels, that it demonstrates differences from
vessel to vessel, that it presents to the research
worker methods and techniques suitable for
adaptation to their problems. It is beautifully
illustrated. Its weakness is that some of the
authors have presented speculations as widespread
generalized conclusions, that in some papers
inadequate account is taken of extra-American
work. The discussions are interesting but do not
seem to be equal to the papers.

A.St.G.H.

PAEDIATRICS FOR THE PRACTITIONER
Supplement, x956

Edited by WILFRID GAISFORD, M.D., [M.Sc.,
F.R.C.P., and REGINALD LIGHTWOOD, M.D.,
F.R.C.P., D.P.H. Pp. v + 115, with 19 illustra-
tions. London: Butterworth & Co. Ltd. 1956.
32s. 6d.
This supplement contains two original articles

and a brief 'noter-up' to articles in the main
volumes.
The account by Lorimer Dods of the physical

changes which occur in puberty and adolescence is
full of common-sense advice. It is refreshing to see
that a paediatrician with a special interest in endo-
crinology, and obviously a considerable scientific
knowledge of his subject, advises that adolescents
'should be carefully protected from unnecessary
consultations, investigations and treatment and from

by copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.32.372.502-d on 1 O

ctober 1956. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/


October 1956 Book Reviews 503

whispered but easily audible comments about their
bodies, their " glands " and their genitals.'
The section on the care of children in the tropics

by A. W. Woodruff, although clearly written, will
not be full enough as a reference book for prac-
titioners in some countries. In particular, greater
emphasis might have been laid on the practical
difficulties of the preventive measures advocated.

ALLERGY IN CHILDHOOD
By JEROME GLASER, M.D. Pp. xxii + 529, with

42 illustrations, many in colour. Oxford: Black-
well Scientific Publications. I956. 90s.
Your reviewer picked up this book expecting to

find much of its contents unacceptable to a British
paediatrician, who believes that family doctors and
paediatricians rather than allergists should give
advice about most allergic disorders in childhood.
He was pleased to find that Dr. Glaser has a very
practical outlook and does not wish to make his
patients too dependent on the physician.

It is most curious that in the United States
breathing exercises are not usually considered an
important part of the management of children with
asthma. The more pleasing is it to find the Asthma
Research Council's publication described as ' a very
splendid little booklet' and to learn that Dr. Glaser
considers physiotherapy 'a fertile. and productive
field for investigation.'

For the reader who wishes to refer to original
sources there are useful lists of references (covering
European as well as American writings) to each
chapter; these will be particularly useful where the
chapters are short and do not attempt to cover all
aspects of the condition discussed-e.g. anaphylac-
toid purpura, polyarteritis, erythema nodosum.
The book is primarily intended for American

readers-to them the detailed footnotes about pro-
prietary preparations will be very valuable.

T.S.

. TEXTBOOK OF CLINICAL
PATHOLOGY

Edited by SEWARD E. MILLER, M.D. Fifth edition.
Pp. xxix + I,2o8. London: Balliere, Tindall
and Cox. 1956. 88s.
'Clinical Pathology' is a branch of medicine

peculiar to Anglo-Saxon countries. It now covers
such a wide field of laboratory investigation that it is
not surprising to find ten contributors taking part in

this textbook. The first six chapters (370 pages) are
taken up by a conventional account of cytological
and serological haematology. For the cells, the
'new' terms are used, but their synonyms are given.
The chapters on blood chemistry and on hepatic
tests offer sound theory, but it would be difficult for
anyone to carry out the tests discussed merely with
the help of the outlines given. Assay of antibiotics,
diagnosis of virus diseases, and immunological tests
are discussed in the next few chapters and these are
followed by accounts of medical bacteriology and
mycology. Although the chapter of medical
parasitology is a particularly useful one, Fig. 14.13
should be eliminated; it only repeats Fig. I z. 5A.
Assay of vitamins and of hormones are briefly
sketched. Chapters on exfoliative cytology, diag-
nosis of venereal lesions, cerebrospinal fluid, renal
function and urine tests, sputums, gastric contents,
seminal fluid and faeces follow.
This textbook certainly does what it sets out to

do, to convey 'how to use the clinical laboratory
most advantageously,' a matter often neglected by
the clinician.

E.N.

THE ROYAL NORTHERN HOSPITAL,
1856--1956

By Eric C. O. Jewesbury, M.A., D.M., M.R.C.P.
Pp. xii + 157, with 23 illustrations. London:
H. K. Lewis & Co. Ltd. I956. I7s. 6d.
The story of the Royal Northern Hospital, now

celebrating its iooth year, makes both interesting
and entertaining reading, and once begun this
book is hard to put down. Many of the illustrations
are also of great historical interest. Founded by a
30-year old surgeon who was dismissed from a
staff appointment at University College Hospital for
'vulgar behaviour', one is now perhaps amused by
some of the hospital's earlier struggles and innu-
merable difficulties. The Royal Northern Hospital,
however, was 'born with good lungs' and soon
rose to fame owing to the strength of will of the
earlier members of the staff who often drained their
pockets to provide this necessary service to a quarter
of a million of the population. It is also good to
note the galaxy of famous men who have been
pleased to serve this Hospital which still retains
the true 'voluntary' spirit.

Highly recommended to all interested in the
ways by which the sick have been provided for in
this country, visitors from overseas especially will
find this short book illuminating with regard to
British medicine over an exciting century.
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