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THE DIAGNOSIS AND MANAGEMENT
OF UROLOGICAL CASES

By BRUCE W. T. PENDER, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S.,
JAMES 0. ROBINSON, M.A., M.Chir., F.R.C.S.,
and SIR W. HENEAGE OGILVIE. Pp. ix + 170,
with 48 diagrams. London: Bailliere, Tindall &
Cox Ltd. 1955. 2Is.
The aim of the authors of this book is admirable

in seeking to provide simple guidance in urology for
students and surgical trainees concerned in the
management of urological cases. They have pro-
duced a work which fulfils this aim in many ways,
being simple, lucid and practical. The great
difficulty in such a book is obviously the pruning
and selection which is needed, the final choice of
material being necessarily personal and probably
controversial. Most of the subjects discussed are
well balanced by any reasonable standards, but
there are several chapters which are inadequate by
any criteria. The chapter on prostatectomy, for
example, describes the Freyer operation at length
with several illustrations of the tubing and equip-
ment used, but dismisses the Harris operation in
one paragraph as not being in common use. This
is surely an inverse reflection of modern practice.
The justification of the Freyer operation as being
suitable for the 'old, unfit and perhaps unco-
operative patients' has been invalidated by modern
anaesthesia, the ill-effects of subsequent slow
healing, haemorrhage and infection far outweighing
a shortened period on the operating table.

One subject in which the surgical resident should
have the fullest possible guidance is in the bio-
chemical management of renal failure. Only one
paragraph, on page I3, is devoted to this subject
and is very inadequate. There is, for example, no
mention of intravenous therapy should illness or
gastric dilatation prevent the use of Bull's solution.
Renal acidosis following ureteric transplantation is
treated in two paragraphs in separate chapters.
The reader is given a regime for use 'after careful
intravenous restoration of the blood chemistry" but
this is likely to be of small comfort to the resident
faced with this "careful restoration' in an un-
conscious patient.
The appendix contains a most useful and thought-

fully selected collection of practical information,
such matters as biochemical normals, drug dosage
and minor surgical manoeuvres being covered.

K.O.

DISEASES OF THE NOSE, THROAT AND EAR
By I. Simson Hall, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.P.E.,

F.R.C.S.E. Sixth edition. Pp. xi + 463,
illustrated, with. 8 colour plates. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingtone Ltd. 1956. 2os.
This text book for students and general prac-

titioners offers a basic knowledge in oto-laryn-
gology. It is a well-established favourite, no doubt
because of its direct style, good presentation, and
practical common sense teaching. There is
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