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Diseases of the Liver
In recent years much work has centred upon the

elucidation of some of the problems connected with
liver disease and the commonest liver disease,
cirrhosis, has not only been the cause of much
debate in the French parliament but at a recent
congress in Havana, Cuba, the classification of
this hitherto rather mysterious disease was
simplified and many useless and largely eponymous
terms abandoned.

In the year I642, John Brown of St. Thomas's
Hospital described a case of cirrhosis of the liver
in a soldier aged 25. He thought that the disease
was due to drinking too much water and catching
cold whilst on guard duty. Much water has
flowed under London Bridge since then and today,
as this special number of our journal shows, the
field of hepatic dysfunction has been clarified and
much of the mystery removed. We are indeed
fortunate to have such a fine team of contributors.
Dr. Sherlock has advised us on the contents of

the number and discusses jaundice in the opening
paper, and others who work with her discuss
ascites in liver disease and the psychiatric aspects
of liver disease. Hepatic coma is discussed by
Dr. Walshe and Dr. Bearn writes on that un-
common but interesting abnormality, Wilson's
disease. Macpherson of Edinburgh describes
the surgery of portal hypertension and discusses
the indications for operation, and Dr. Sutton shows
how radiologists have developed the technique of
portal venography into a valuable diagnostic
aid.
We feel that this number will be of special

value to postgraduate students because collected
in these pages is an up-to-date review of those
aspects of liver disease which are receiving special
attention at the moment, and it is to be hoped that
others will find this number useful, particularly
on account of the practical advice on patient care
which it contains.
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