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Antibiotic Resistant Organisms
Five years ago the title of this editorial would

have been 'Penicillin Resistant Organisms' and it
is a sinister pointer to the future that the whole
range of antibiotics must now be included. In
many hospitals the incidence of infections with
antibiotic resistant organisms is steadily rising and
in some it has created a major problem. This is
particularly so in surgical wards where wound
infections are becoming less and less responsive to
treatment with antibiotics.
The worst organism is the staphylococcus. In

the early days of penicillin treatment resistance
was almost unknown and it is just possible that if
adequate supplies had been available, so that
massive doses could have been used from the first,
resistant strains would not have arisen. But in
succession the staphylococcus has become resis-
tant to antibiotic after antibiotic so that in many
parts of the world today infections with organisms
resistant to all known antibiotics are occurring

with alarming frequency and it appears that the
staphylococcus may well be winning the battle.
At one time it was hoped that the discovery of
new antibiotics would keep pace with the develop-
ment of resistant strains, but this is no longer true.

It is of interest that, as far as is known, a peni-
cillin resistant spirochaet of syphilis has not yet
appeared. This is all the more remarkable when
one thinks of the vast numbers of patients who
have received penicillin in the treatment of this
disease and of the small dosage used in the early
days.

In the future surgeons will have to depend
more and more upon meticulous technique and
the slight but definite relaxation of surgical stan-
dards which followed the discovery of penicillin
and the sense of security which it gave will have
to be removed. The surgeon of today is back
where he was fifteen years ago; organisms must
be excluded from the wound.
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