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SICK CHILDREN: DIAGNOSIS AND
TREATMENT

By DONALD PATERSON, M.D., F.R.C.P. Revised
by REGINALD LIGHTWOOD, M.D., F.R.C.P.,
D.C.H.,. with the assistance of F. S. W.
BRIMBLECOMBE, M.D., M.R.C.P., D.C.H.
Seventh edition. Pp. ix + 593, with 8x illus-
trations. London: Cassell and Company, Ltd.,
1956. 42s.
This is a very nicely-produced book. Handy in

size, moderate in price and full of facts, it will prove
most acceptable to the student who wants to learn
what are the conventional and well-established
essentials of paediatrics. This is not simply a new
edition, for so much of it has been re-written and so
much new information added, that in many respects
it is a new book. Your reviewer is the possessor of
the 4th edition, which he bought as a student : the
student who buys the book today will get even better
value for his reading time and will also find the book
useful for reference when in practice.

Special laudatory mention must be made of the
sections on nutritional disorders, rheumatism, the
applied anatomy of the bronchial tree, disorders of
the nervous system (by J. P. M. Tizard), diseases of
the bones and joints, tuberculosis, and diseases
peculiar to the tropics (by Cicely Williams). The
appendices on dosages, vitamin preparations and
ossification data are valuable.
Although such extensive revisions have been made

in most sections; those on behaviour problems and
the nervous child have not been brought into line
with moder ideas-this is unfortunate as advances
in knowledge of child development and behaviour
have been great and every doctor dealing with
children is going to see many cases where the basic
disturbance is psychological.
There are some factual statements with which

your reviewer cannot agree. He would neither
advocate the application of radium over the sternum
for a radiolo'gically enlarged thymus, nor would he
give eight courses of gentian violet (or any other
drug) for threadworms-and without apparently
proferring any advice on hygiene.

PRACTICAL UROLOGY
Case-Comments and Late Results

By ALEX. E. ROCHE, M.A., M.D., M.Ch., F.R.C.S.,
Pp. xii+258, with I32 illustrations. London:
H. K. Lewis & Co. Ltd. 1956. £I I5s.
This is a collection of case reports describing the

more interesting and instructive problems dealt with
by the author during 20 years of urological practice.
Many of the cases are of considerable interest in
themselves, but the main attraction is the commen-
tary made by the author at the end of most of the
histories, There are a large number of good quality
radiographs, which will make the book of great value
for teaching as the radiological appearances of nearly
every urological condition will be readily found in it.
A delightful mixture of the entertaining and in-

structive, this book can be strongly recommended.
H.L.B.

PORPHYRIN BIOSYNTHESIS AND
METABOLISM

A Ciba Foundation Symposium
Edited by G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME, O.B.E., M.A.,

M.B., B.CH., and ELAINE C. P. MILLAR,
A.H.W.C., A.R.I.C. Pp. xi + 308. London:
J. & A. Churchill Ltd. I955. 30s.
The Ciba Symposia on subjects of medical and

biochemical research have come in for well-deserved
praise. The volume under review is a worthy
addition to the series and is exceptional in many
respects. As the verbatim reports of the discussions
are often the most helpful reading to those bio-
chemists not fully expert in the field, the role of
the chairman is a most important one. In all dis-
cussions the subject has been closely followed and
side issues have been avoided, which is a tribute to
Professor Rimington's able chairmanship. The
purely medical field was deliberately excluded from
the conference and the volume will, therefore, not
directly appeal to the clinician. Those clinicians,
however, who are entrusted with undergraduate and
graduate teaching will find the book rewarding
reading, as the whole pathway of synthesis and
degradation of the porphyrins and haem pigments
is clearly set out and discussed in the light of the
great advances that have been made during the last
six years. Reference is also made to important con-
nections to related biochemical fields, e.g. the co-
enzymes of the cytochrome and catalase group, the
wider field of glycine metabolism, the mechanism
of experimental (sedormid) porphyria, etc. 'The
editors and publishers must be congratulated on the
scrupulous care with which the book has been
printed and the very reasonable price.

TEXTBOOK OF BRITISH SURGERY
VOLUME I: THE ABDOMEN

Edited by SIR HENRY SOUTTAR, C.B.E., D.M.,
F.R.C.S., with 14 contributors. Pp. viii + 547,
with 238 illustrations. London: Wm. Heine-
mannLtd. 1956. Io5s.
There has long been a need for a textbook of

surgery larger than the standard books intended for
undergraduates. This work, edited by Sir Henry
Souttar, is to be published in three volumes and the
first volume on the surgery of the abdomen gives
promise that this need will have been met when this
work has been completed. Most of the surgical
diseases of the intra-abdorninal alimentary tract and
its appendages, the liver, pancreas and gall-bladder
have been discussed in an adequate but not too
long-winded fashion by a group of fourteen contribu-
tors. A uniformly high standard has been reached
and the editor is to be congratulated upon the way
the various chapters have been blended. together.

This book will be of particular value to postgrad-
uate students of general surgery and it should become
for future generations what Choyec's System of
Surgery was to previous generations-the standard
work read by a candidate for the Final Fellowship
examination. It is recommended.
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